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Foriner British PM Pro-Thaksin party 
Blair converts claims victory in first 
| to Catholicism post-coup Thai polls 


pros RP singing 


star shines abroad 


By Marinel R. Cruz 

Entertainment. 

THE SWEDES SAW THE STAR FIRST. 
Before her 4-minute YouTube video 

found its way to "The Ellen DeGeneres. 

Show" and 15-year-old Charice Pempeng- 

co was personally invited by the host to 


s Views 
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Scientist explains ‘Star in East’ 


SOUTH BEND, INDIANA—IT lar—something like a superno- seen his star in the East, and 
has long been a puzzle for va. have come to worship him." 

Christian astronomers, and But two years of research Тһе star though, has long 
now a professor from the Uni- have led Mathewstoamoreor- been immortalized in Christmas 
versity of Notre Damethinkshe dinary conclusion. The heaven- songs, plays and movies. As- 
has it figured out—almost, any- ly sign around the time of the  tronomers, theologians and his- 


way. birth of Jesus Christ was likely torians for hundreds of years 
His quest: Discovering just an unusual alignment of plan- have been trying to determine 
what “the star in the East” was ets, the sun and the moon. exactly which star might have 


thatled three wise mentotravel Мог а lot was written about inspired the biblical writing. 

to Bethlehem 2,000 years ago. Фе star in the Bible. In the German astronomer Jo- 
As a theoretical astrophysi- Gospel of Matthew, it says: hannes Kepler proposed in 

cist, Grant Mathews had hoped "Whereishewhohasbeenborn 1604 that the star was a con- 

the answer would be spectacu- king of the Jews? For we have SCIENTIST/ AB 


Cops rearrest Jalosjos 


By Amando Doronila 


‘THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
ends 2007 battered by the pub- 
ic, opinion verdict that she is 
the “most corrupt president in 
Philippine d 
surpassing 

dents Ferdinand Mar. 
cos and Joseph Estrada, who 
looted public wealth on a colos- 
sal scale and were subsequently 
ousted. 

Ms Arroyo enters the New 
Year plagued by this stigma that 
has marred the spectacular 
7-percent gross domestic prod- 
uct growth last year, running for 
30 quarters, putting the eco- 
nomic performance close to the 
leaders of developing 
economies in the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations—Viet- 
nam, 8.83 percent, and Cambo- 
dia, 9.2 percent. 

According to Asian Develop- 
ment Bank figures for 2007 and 
2008, the Philippine growth for 
2007 surpassed the Asean 
Nine's average growth of 6.3 


GG- PWEDE DIN 
GOODNESS GRACIOUS! 


Gordon-Garcia 
tandem floated 
for 2010 polls 


By Gil. Cabacungan Jr. 


SEN. RICHARD GORDON AND 
Cebu Gov. Gwen Garcia have 


ministration-backed tandem in 
the 2010 polls after both politi- 
cians flirted with the idea of 
running together during a 
meeting in vote-rich Cebu 


Gordon has been tagged as 
one of the candidates being 
considered by the administra- 
tion for presidential candidate 
for 2010. Garcia, a member of 
the Kabalikat ng Mamamayang 
Pilipino (Kampi) political party 


has been floated as a potential 
candidate for vice president or 
senator. 


t 4 


Prospects dismal GMA 
popularity will improve 


ГАНАТ: 


stoked rumors of a potential ad- 
province more than a week ago. 


of President Macapagal-Arroyo, 


GORDON-GARCI A9 


Child rapist to stay 
in Zamboanga jail 


By Julie S. Alipala Inquirer Mindanao 


percent and the average for 


Southeast and East Asia of 8.5 and Leila B. Salaverria in Manila 
percent. ` 


However there is doubt à а к. 5 ZAMBOANGA CITY—CHILD RAPIST ROMEO 
whether the Philippines would | Jalosjos, back in custody after at least 12 hours of 
sustain this growth momentum : : ET 
in 2008. The ADB forecasts that freedom, is crying illegal arrest. e 

та the Philippine o “I am a victim of warrantless at about 5 a.m. yesterday in 
j growth will likely 2 arrest,” Jalosjos said. “I showed Dapitan City, where he arrived 
Е [the arresting officers] my gen- іп а private plane from Manila 


slow down in 2008, 
as it gets caught up in the wine and authentic certificate at5p.m.on Saturday. 


et ah: 


volatile global financial market. Е for my release, and I asked He spoke with the INQUIRER at 
East Asian growth is expected # 5.7 > А к Р them, ‘Is there any warrant? the receiving room of the Philip- 
to moderate, as the richer i They said, ‘None. So what kind pine National Police's Camp 
economies will be weighed А à of country are we living in Batalla, where he was taken for 
down by rising oil prices, the g% ® 5 у now?" a physical checkup preparatory 
global credit squeeze, and tur- m The former Zamboanga del to his transport to the San Ra- 
moil in foreign exchange mar- JALOSJOS: | feel bad, frustrated and disappointed. Norte lawmaker was rearrested СоР5/А6 
kets. 
The ADB predicts that the . 
Philippine GDP will remain P l ht fl t-f í d b D t p d 
зоо о та £ AACE CAU at-roote apitan escapade 
slower than the 7 percent pro- 
jected in 2007. By Christine О. Avendaño "Somebodymusthaveassisted home province of Zamboanga royo upon being informed of 
This means that the Arroyo him,” Ermita said of the convict- del Norte. the matter at noon on Saturday, 
administration cannot tout MALACANANG EXPECTS JUS- ed child rapist and former law- In a phone interview, Ermita she indicated that she wanted it 


growth to focus Philippine pub- tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 10 maker, adding that Malacafiang said Malacafiang expected Gon- looked into and lamented why 
lic opinion to compensate foris- get tothe bottom ofhow Romeo had not authorized the latter's zalez to “better investigate {the the Palace seemed to know of 
sues of governance, which are Jalosjos managed to fly the departure from the New Bilibid case] properly.” such things only after these had 
likely tobe highlighted bythe соор, Executive Secretary Ed- Prisons (МВР) in Muntinlupa He said that when he spoke happened. 

prospects/as uardo Ermita said yesterday. Сну and subsequent travel to his with President Macapagal-Ar- DAPITAN/ AS 


Reds OK 
4-day truce 
after attack 
in Samar 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 
and Joey А. Gabieta 
Inquirer Visayas 


‘THE COMMUNIST REBEL LEAD- 
ership yesterday announced that 
its forces would silence their guns 
for four days in deference to the 
holiday season, hours after about 
100 guerrillas attacked a police 
- 3 The station on Samar Island and 
HOMEBOUND farmers from Sumilao, Bukidnon, board a military cargo plane at Villamor Air Base for Cagayan de Oro City. JsusoN Lia its defenders of their 
= 

e в А visitor at the police station 

55 farmers back in Sumilao—and hopeful ie 
In a statement sent to the IN- 


guinea, the spokesperson for the 


By Ryan D. Rosauro claim а 144-hectare land From there, they traveled for Catholic Church led by Manila Communist Party of the Philip- 
and Ma. Cecilia Rodriguez from food giant San Miguel more than an hour to Sumilao, Archbishop Gaudencio Cardi- pines (CPP), Gregorio “Ka 
Inquirer Mindanao Corp. (SMC). where a modest Christmas par- nal Rosales. Roger” Коза, said the guerrillas 
and T] Burgonio in Manila The farmers arrived at ty of their group, the Mapalad “Ме were able to gain the would observe their ceasefire on 

around 7:30.a.m.atthe Lumbia Multipurpose Cooperative, had support of the different sections Dec. 24 and 25 and then again 


prepared. of our society. We are back апі on Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 as a matter 
55 Higaonon farmers yester- in Misamis Oriental on board a е return full of hope, hope we are hopeful,” said Anlicao in of policy and in respect of the 
day returned to their home- C-130plane. They were greeted that is buoyed by the strong astatement. Filipinos’ holiday tradition. 

land after а 1,700-kilometer Бу supporters from the Church support we received all overthe Samuel Merida, Mapalad Тһе military has already uni- 
walk to Manila over two and nongovernment organiza- country,” said farmer Toto Anli- president, said the farmers laterally declared its own 22- 
months with high hopes that tions led by Archbishop Antonio сао, referring specifically to the would use the Christmas break day holiday truce, which start- 
they would eventually re- Ledesma. initiatives of the Roman 55 FARMERS/ A4 REDS OK/ A4 


SUMILAO, BUKIDNON—THE Airport in Cagayan де Oro City be 
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WEATHER FORECAST Е22 
FORECAST: Visayas and Mindanao will experience cloudy skies with 4) 8 
4) 8, 


‘altered ranshowers and thunderstorms. The rest of the country 
wil have partly cloudy to at times cloudy skies with isolated rain- 


Second 


(In exact order) 


x F Mid-Day SUERTRES Evening 

Se Meus prem RONT AGE СТРЕЛЕ 

= E 

[E DN палала р rendus Inv meu SUPERLOTTO 6/49 

Ee -m- D ошаган. eme 12, 17 29, 36 46 48 

EMI ANE MEI b P36,188,861.40 
mE 


Oust-Villar plot slammed 


‘Selfish motives’ behind 
attempt, says Cayetano 


WHAT’S INSIDE 


KIKO ASKS: 
Where's list 
of Comelec 
nominees? 


/A3 


PINGYS BRING 
*Simbang Gabi’ 
to Singapore 


IAT 


PNP REVIEWING 
final report on 
Glorietta blast 


IAS 


By Gil Cabacungan 
SEN. ALAN PETER 
Cayetano yesterday claimed 
that minority senators 


pushing for the ouster of 
Senate President Manuel 
Villar were driven by “self- 
ish motives” because of 
their presidential ambitions 
and their failure to get 
choice committee positions 
which went to majority bloc 


allies. 

Cayetano said that criticisms against 
Villar’ lack of focus and consensus-style 
leadership, specifically his preference to 
hold debates in the executive lounge 
rather than on the session floor, were 
largely unfounded and were being made 
to cover up for a botched attempt to oust 
Villar where the perpetrators were 
caught “red handed." 

Не said it was only natural for Villars 
possible rivals for the 2010 presidency to 
‘grumble because of what they perceive 
as the advantages of being a Senate Pres- 
ident. Also, Cayetano said the complaints 
were expected because “you can't please 
all 23 senators.” 

Villar has been criticized not only 
by senators in the minority 
bloc—namely Senators Mar Roxas, 
Panfilo Lacson, and Jamby Madri- 
gal—but also by his own allies—Sen- 
arors Richard Gordon and Edgardo 
Angara—which have led to talks of a 


OVERBOOKED FLIGHTS 


RP-bound Pinoys stranded in HK of terror attacks 


AUSTRALIA HAS WARNED 


uled flight to Manila. Seats had run out that 


looming shakeup in the Senate lead- 
ership. 

In an interview with DZBB radio, 
Cayetano said he found nothing 
wrong with Villar's style of getting a 
consensus rather than going through 
an acrimonious debate on a specific 
bill because “nobody was being pre- 
vented from asking any questions.” 

Cayetano said the majority of the 
senators continued to believe in Vil- 
Таг leadership having passed eight of 
the nine priority bills endorsed by the 
Legislative Executive Development 
‘Advisory Council (Only the amend- 
ments to the Electric Power Industry 
Reform Act or Epira have not been ap- 
proved) and the polls giving the Sen- 
ate high marks. 

Even if one or two members of the 
majority bloc switch sides, Cayetano said 
Villar would remain secure in his post. 

Villar emerged as the Senate President 
after he was able to gain the support of 
three opposition members and 10 ad- 
ministration and independent senators | 
in the 23-member Senate. The minority 
bloc is composed of Roxas, Lacson, 
Madrigal, Loren Legarda, Benigno 
‘Aquino Iz, Rodolfo Biazon, Antonio Tril- 
lanes ТУ and Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 

On criticisms that investigations have 
been delayed under Villars leadership, 
Cayetano said there were four pending 
probes—the national broadband net- 
work contract with ZTE Corp.; the al- 
Тегей Malacañang payoffs; the North 
Rail overprice; and the National Trans- 
mission Corp. bidding—which he ex- 
pected to be wrapped up or started by 


BETTER TO LIGHT A CANDLE 

President Macapagal-Arroyo holds a candle as she 
leader, during the overnight prayer that coincided with the Christmas celebration of the 
religious group on Sucat Road, Parafiaque City, over the weekend. 


ins Bro. Mike Velarde, El Shaddai 


MALACANANGIPCPO 


January or February next year. 


in earlier flights of Cebu Pacific and oth- 


Australia warns 


added, without elaborating or 


By Tarra Quismundo and Blanche Rivera 


identifying the source of its in- 
formation. 

Philippine National Police 
chief Director General Avelino 
Razon said security officials 
ing Australia's warn- 
ing but have so far detected no 
specific terror threat anywhere 
in the country. 

The 125,000-strong police 
force has been placed on 
"heightened alert" to prevent 
any attacks and secure crowded 
public areas, Razon said. 

Government forces have 
been battling a variety of 
threats led by Marxist guerrillas 
and at least four Muslim mili- 
tant groups, including the small 
bur brutal al-Qaida-linked Abu 


there could be terrorist attacks 
їп the Philippines over Christ- 
mas, although the Asian coun- 
try's police chief said yesterday 
security officials had not uncov- 
ered a specific threat. 

The Australian Embassy post- 
ed a travel advisory on its Web 
site warning Australians to 
steer clear of places frequented 
by foreigners, and strongly ad- 
vised against travel in Min- 
danao, where al-Qaida-linked 
militants are active. 

“Credible information indi- 
cates terrorists may be in the 
advanced stages of planning at- 
tacks. Attacks may be imminent. 
and could occur at any time, 
anywhere in Mindanao,” it said. 

“Attacks could occur in the 


erairlines. 

Cebu Pacific said 50 passengers who 
were bumped off the 11 a.m. flight were 
placed on a 7:25 p.m. flight. The flight, 
however, left Hong Kong at 9:05 p.m. and 
arrived in Manila at 10:30 p.m. 

Evy Rosapa, a domestic helper from 
Cavite, had purchased her ticket in Novem- 
ber, choosing Cebu Pacific over other air- 
lines for its cheaper fare. As she was going 
home for just a brief visit, she booked the 
11 a.m. flight so she would arrive in Manila 
at past noon. 

“I went to the other airline so I can get a 
ticket for less, but it turns out you'll just get 
upset,” said Rosapa in Filipino. 

‘Another stranded passenger, Evelyn 
Perez, had asked her family to travel 
early from San Pablo, Laguna to the Ni- 
noy Aquino International Airport to 


fast even for passengers who had bought 
their tickets months ahead. 

“The overbooking started the other day. 
This is crazy. It was not this bad last year. 
Its very hard for us," Chan said in an inter- 
view at the Hong Kong airport. 

Reached for comment in Manila, Cebu 
Pacific said Saturdays booking problem 
was because of an "overflow of passengers" 
leaving for Manila. The airline had to make 
a fourth trip (Manila-Hong Kong-Manila), 
from the usual three, to accommodate the 
number of passengers who wanted to be 
home for the holidays. 

To compensate for the inconvenience, 
‘Cebu Pacific gave roundtrip travel vouchers 
(Manila-Hong Kong-Manila) for passen- 
gers who were bumped off their scheduled 
flights. 

The last flight at 1:30 a.m. Sunday 


MANY FILIPINOS RUSHING HOME TO 
Manila for the holidays were stranded for 
hours at the Hong Kong airport on Saturday 
after they were bumped off their scheduled. 
flights which turned out to be overbooked. 

‘Tempers flared for at least 40 passengers 
booked for an 11 a.m. Cebu Pacific Air 
flight from Hongkong after they were made 
to wait for almost 12 hours at the airport. 
before they could board a flight for Manila. 

As it turned out, the airline had over- 
booked, leaving no more seats for passen- 
gers who had purchased their tickets as ear- 
ly as September. 

"The airline overbooked. We have по 
control over this,” said Chan Cheung-Yin, 
manager at the Hong Kong airport check-in 
counter that handles Cebu Pacific. 

Chan counted at least 40 passengers who 


sb 


arrived at9 a.m. on Saturday but found the 
check-in counters already closed when it 
was still two hours away before their sched- 


WASTONG PAGKAN 
ABOT-KAYANG BILAH 


PRESYO Kilot] 


carried 133 passengers, 


including mi- 


grant workers and other Hong Kong- 
based Filipinos who could not get seats 


N 


о” 


avoid traffic. But they had to wait for 
long hours at the Маја before they final- 


lysaw Evelyn. 


Christmas celebrations," 


lead up to and following the 


Sayyaf, which is blacklisted by 
Washington as a terrorist orga- 


it nization. AP 


Erap makes rounds with new jokes 


By Kristine L. Alave 


Estrada said he told the ducks, in ob- 
vious reference to a controversial 


"I told (the government), you can 
file all your cases but I didn't do 


P27-30 MAKING THE ROUNDS OF PAR- wiretapped conversation between anything wrong," said Estrada па 
у; Чез and speaking engagements, de- Arroyo and an election commission- tough, booming voice. 
Presyo sa lahat ng Barangay Food Rice Fancy P30-45 posed president Joseph Estrada re- er that triggered accusations of elec- “But they jailed me,” he said. 
Terminal at Tindahan Natin. gales his audiences with jokes toral cheating in the 2004elections. Then in the expected about-face, ће 
ee z Bangus ... P70-90 Р about his six year detention, spiked ^ "So the ducks said, Tm sorry" quipped: Di na kayo mabiro o (can't 
BINHING PRESYON Tilapia ^ р60-80 | with political color. Estrada concluded, as his predomi- you take a joke).” 

Regular Well Milled P20-25 » "I was so lonely іп ту detention- nantly opposition audience burst Estrada, famous for his love for 
A 4 Galunggong P95-120 E resthouse in Tanay that I often into laughter, recalling Ms Arroyo's wine and women, also told the 
Well Milled Rice Р22-29 4 talked to the ducks to amuse my- televised apology over the "Hello crowd that ће has no intention of 
Pone scola Kamatis P40-70 self,” began Estrada during a lunch Garci” scandal. running for public office again, 
sa Priority One Provinces: Pechay P25-50 hosted by his son Joseph Victor‘JV" The 70-year-old former actor can adding that he'd rather be a pastor. 
Zamboanga del Norte, Masbate E Ejercito two weeks ago. likewise make fun of himself a traitthat Ar another affair he said his detention. 
Maguindanao, Agusan del Sur, Sitaw P45-60 “I said, hello, hello. But they has clearly endeared him tohisfansand іп Tanay was so oppressive he had to 
‘Surigao del Norte, Mountain Province, didn’t answer me,” said Estrada, always brings the house down. ‘make adjustments to his personal life. "T 
Lanao del Norte, Camarines Norte, Talong P40-65 who was convicted of plunder then On Saturday night, at the prayerral- have even forgotten how it is to wear 

Sarangani, Zamboanga Sibugay. Presyo sa palengke sa Metro Manila. pardoned by President Macapagal ly of the Catholic charismatic group El- shoes. My feet are sweating,” he said. 
so | Arroyo last October. Shaddai in Parañaque City, he had his Estrada, who won the presidency 
NUTRI-TIP: Ugaliing kumain ng prutas HOTLINE: 0929-4438014 “So I tried, Hello, Garci. They own take on an old Filipino joke about in 1998 with the widest vote mar- 
at gulay araw-araw. replied, ‘Hello, Ma'am,” he said. a toughie who meets up with an even gin ever, mostly from the poor class- 

SOURCE DA-Bureay of Agricultural Statisties | “Bur I'm not a ‘ma'am.’ I'm a man,” tougher character es, eventually gets serious. 
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Kiko asks: Where's list o£ Comelec nominees? 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


WHERE IS THE LIST OF NOMINEES FOR THE 
next Commission on Elections chair? 

Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan said 
the deadline imposed by the Malacafiang search 
committee for receiving nominees passed two 
‘weeks ago but it has not announced the nominees. 

“We are still in the dark as to who has been nominat- 
ed to a truly crucial post. How can we scrutinize the 
nominees if their names are being withheld,” he said. 

“This lack of transparency is unacceptable,” he 
continued. 

The selection committee formed by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo released a paid ad last Nov. 28 
announcing that it has extended the period for 
submission of applications and nominations for 
the vacant Comelec posts until Dec. 6. 

Aside from the chair, Malacafiang also has to ap- 
point a Comelec commissioner to replace Commis- 
sioner Mehol Sadain, who retired in April 2006. 


Malacafiang short list 

‘The last Comelec chair, Benjamin Abalos Sr, re- 
signed last Oct. 1 after he was accused of offering 
former Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Romulo 
Neri a P200-million bribe to approve the $329-mil- 
lion National Broadband Network project contract. 

Last October, acting Comelec Chair Resurrec- 
cion Borra disclosed a supposed Malacafiang 
short list that includes two lawyers of ousted 
President Joseph Estrada—Cagayan de Oro Rep. 
Rufus Rodriguez and former Sen. Rene Saguisag. 

Others on the short list were former Sen. Wigber- 
to Таћада, Howard Calleja, legal counsel of the 
Parish Pastoral Council for Responsible Voting; for- 
mer University of the East law dean Amado Valdez, 
senatorial candidate Severo Maluenda Jr. and the 
late Comelec law department chief Alioden Dalaig. 

Borra and Commissioner Florentino Tuason 
will also retire in February 2008. 

The Malacafiang search committee is headed 
by Bernardino Abes, who served as labor secre- 
tary and Social Security System chair under the 
late President Diosdado Macapagal. 

The other members are former National Move- 
ment for Free Elections chair Jose Concepcion, 
newspaper columnist Carmen Pedrosa, former Fi- 
nance Secretary Vicente Jayme and Democrito Men- 
doza of the Trade Union Congress of the Philippines. 


Vice President Noli de Castro distributes Christmas goodies to Makati City residents under the “Pamaskong Handog” of President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
People's Governance Mobile Action (PGMA) program. The government gave away goods, health insurance cards, 125 Tesda scholarships, and permits to 
open Tindahan Natin and Botica ng Barangay during the Dec. 19 gift-giving at the Carmona Sports Complex. 


Aging work force of OFWs worries recruiters 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


АМ AGING MIGRANT WORK FORCE 
could spell disaster to the country's 
economy in a few years, according to 
the local recruitment industry. 

Lito Soriano, former president of 
Philippine Association of Service Ex- 
porters Inc. (PASE), said there 
should be a strong intervention from 
both government and private sector 
to enable new graduates to find 
high-paying jobs abroad. 

"Most of our qualified migrant 
workers are now in the 35 to 55 age 
bracket,” Soriano, president of Lbs@e- 


recruitment Solutions Согр., said in an 
interview. 

Soriano lamented that most of the 
country's graduates—numbering to 
about 800,000 annually—do not 
have the qualifications needed for 
technical jobs abroad. 

“We could be facing a disastrous 
situation in three to five years, when 
the majority of the present overseas. 
Filipino workers would be retiring 
from their jobs," Soriano said. 

He said that the most important 
solution to the problem would be to 
emphasize the importance of techni- 
cal-vocational (tech-voc) education 


as opposed to traditional courses. 

"Education stakeholders such as 
university owners and administra- 
tors should invest in vocational 
training, especially in the prov- 
inces,” Soriano said. 

He emphasized that contrary to 
what most people think, vocational 
graduates such as tailors, carpenters, 
mechanics, technicians, welders, ma- 
chinists, and pipefitters are in de- 
mand abroad. 

In the Middle East, these technical 
workers could earn $500 to $800 a 
month. In Western countries such as 
the United States, Canada, Australia 


and New Zealand, their salaries range 
from $1,500 to $7,000 а month. 

"A welder in Canada could earn a 
whopping $7,000, while an ordi- 
nary engineer without any special- 
ization could get only $2,000," Sori- 
ano said. 

Soriano pointed out that the 
change in attitude toward vocation- 
al education should start from the 
family itself. 

“Parents should encourage their 
children to take the tech-voc route 
instead of pressuring them to take 
up the usual traditional courses,” he 
added. 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE WIFE OF JAILED RADIO COM- 
mentator Alexander Adonis has sought 
the help of Justice Secretary Raul Gon- 
zalez to ensure the safety of her hus- 
band who was allegedly taken of de- 
tention and then brought to a hospital. 

In a Dec. 17 letter addressed to 
Gonzalez, Gladys Adonis said she 
was worried that her husband 
would be harmed during these sup- 


their ACRs to secure 
their LCards as soon 
as possible to avoid fu- 
ture inconveniences. 

“А foreigner who 
does not replace his 
ACR with an Card 
can be charged with 
violating the immigra- 
tion and alien registra- 
tion acts and deported 
forbeing an improper- 
Jy documented alien,” 
Libanan said. 

The BI chief ex- 
plained that the bu- 
reau has stopped 
honoring ACRS as 
proof of a foreigner's 
legal status since the 
bureau launched its T- 
Card project in 2004. 

More than 122,000 
foreigners have al- 
ready been issued I- 
Cards, Libanan said. 

“Immigrant visa 
holders account for 
about 60 percent of the 
Card applicants while 
the rest are holders of 
non-immigrant and 


“фе way paro tva бурый ot tois & vetus 
misa saa Hea via фу nts re. 
def sence an саване grt 


bel for saying that Davao City Rep. 
Prospero Nograles was allegedly 
seen running naked in a Manila hotel 
afterheand a woman he was suppos- 
edly having an affair with were 
caught by the woman's husband. 
“Although ће was reportedly es- 
corted by three to four personnel 
from the penal farm, I am afraid 
something [might] happen to him 
during the travel ... this has already 
happened in the past when prisoners 


Wife fears for jailed radioman's life 


She also expressed concern on 
how Adonis could be pulled out of 
the detention center when his fel- 
low media practitioners have a dif- 
ficult time visiting him in jail. 

‘Adonis was brought to the Davao 
Medical Center from the Davao Pe- 
nal Colony on Dec. 11 for an “un- 
scheduled checkup.” 

“We are worried about the security 
of Lex because of what happened .. 
does this mean that he can be pulle 


said. Margaux Ortiz 


Makulay na ang Pasko 


ng mga sumali't nagwagi sa 
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lo 
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"Winners from Nov. 28 - Dec. 4.2007 


Han lang sila sa mga nagka-Paskong Panalo. 
Tatlo pa ang pwedeng manalo ng 
PIM premyo sa Grand Draw on December 29 


kaya text na! 


Text PAMASKO INFO to 4627 


posedly unscheduled trips from his were shot for allegedly trying to es- ош of the Penal Farm when some of 
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ATV cameraman documents the departure of the 55 Higaonon farmers from Manila to their homes and loved ones in Mindanao, 


5 farmers back in Sumilao—and hopeful 


From page Al 
to rejuvenate and gather their 
strength for the long struggle 
ahead. 

“We went back home be- 
cause the next steps in our 
struggle will take place here,” 
Merida said. He said that in 
the next few days, the group 
would challenge the Depart- 
ment of Agrarian Reform to 
take concrete actions to imple- 
ment the decision of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

"We firmly believe that be- 
t cause of the support of the bish- 
‘ops, the opinions of experts like 
the former DAR secretaries and 


officials and the commitments 
of President Arroyo, we аге con- 
fident that there is no more rea- 
son for the DAR to drag its feet,” 
hesaid. 

Members of the Archdiocese 
of Cagayan de Oro and Bukid- 
non and supporters from vari- 
ous NGOs joined the farmers’ 
motorcade to press their call for 
the extension of the compre- 
hensive agrarian reform pto- 
gram that is due to expire next 
year 

After camping out in Manila. 
for more than two weels, the 
farmers won a reprieve on Tues- 
day when Мв Arroyo issued ап 


order placing the disputed 
property back under the Com- 
prehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program. 


SMC appeal 

But the SMG subsidiary, 
San Miguel Foods Inc., was 
given 15 days to appeal this. 
The DAR said it couldn't issue 
а notice of coverage yet until 
the President's order had 
been declared “final and ex- 
ecutory." 

The issuance of the notice was 
just the first step of a tedious pro- 
cess that the farmers had to go 
through before they could repos- 


sess and till the land, 

The original landowner, Nor- 
berto Quisumbing, sold the 
property to SMFI in 2002, three 
years after the Supreme Court 
affirmed а 1996 Malacañang 
order converting it into agro-in- 
dustrial estate. 


Tough task 

In 2004, the farmers peti- 
tioned the government to re- 
voke the conversion order, ar- 
guing that SMFI failed ко de- 
velop the property in five 
years, and hence, the land 
Should revert back to them un- 
der CARP 


The DAR awarded the land to 
the farmers in 1995. 

Also yesterday the leftist 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilip- 
inas said the farmers’ tough task 
of reclaiming their land would 
include paying back SMFI some 
P2.4 billion for its investment in 
the estate. 


Forever in debt 

“Yes, technically the land 
may be theirs but practically 
speaking they will forever be 
in debt just trying to pay for 
that land. This has happened 
to majority of the so-called 
beneficiaries of the CARR” 
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KMP chair Rafael Mariano 
said. 

Under this scenario, it would 
be easier for big landlords, like 
businessman Eduardo “Dand- 
ing" Cojuangco, to entice farm- 
ers into agreeing to schemes 
like growership, joint-venture 
agreements, cooperatives, 
leasehold and leaseback ar- 
rangements, and take over the 
lands again. 

"That is the bone of сой- 
tention now why the Palace and 
SMC are haggling over the price 
of the land, but as with most 
cases it will be too steep for 
farmers," Mariano said. 


Reds OK 4-day truce after attack on Samar police station 
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ed Dec. 16 and will end at mid- 
night of Jan. 6 

Rosal made it clear the New 
People’s Army would not let its 
guard down despite observing a 
ceasefire. 

“All units of the NPA are in- 
structed to closely monitor the 
movements of the АЕР (Armed 
Forces of the Philippines), 
maintain vigilance; be on active 
defense and decisively counter 
all forms of treachery by the fas- 
cist armed forces,” the state- 
ment said. 

“The need to intensify the 
people's war remains as the Ar- 

froyo regime relentlessly pur- 
‘sues its brutal war on terror." 

Ў Rosals statement was fur- 
nished the INQuinER at around 
‘5:15 p.m. yesterday, or about 
12 hours after the Samar at- 
tack. 

The raid occurred three days 
before the 39th anniversary of 
the founding of the CPP 

А day before the attack, a re- 
gional army commander on Lu- 
zon island dismissed as “empty 
talk” rebel threats to launch ma- 
jor tactical offensives in his area 
tocoincide with the anniversary 
of the establishment of the CPP 
on Dec. 26, 1968. 


Second assault 

Armed with high-powered 
guns and a grenade launcher, 
NPA guerrillas raided the police 
station in Hinabangan town on 
Samar, setting off a gun battle 
with defenders in which one 

„visitor was killed in the cross- 
fire, officials said. 

Tt was the second major guer- 
rilla attack since the govern- 
ment-declared truce. 

In the Samar incident, the 
guerrillas stalled the arrival of 
„government reinforcements by 
setting up a blocking force and 
‘planting land mines on a route 
leading to the Hinabangan 
town hall, where the police sta- 
tion was located. 

One police officer was report- 


By T] Burgonio 


COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE 
Philippines (CPP) founding 
chair Jose Ma. Sison has 
scoffed at President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo’s claim that the 
communist insurgency would 
be wiped out by 2010. 

Sison, chief political con- 
sultant of the CPP-led Nation- 
al Democratic Front, also said 
the government's offer of a 
three-year ceasefire was a 
ruse for the military to attack 
the rebels during its so-called 
normal operations. 

Не made the claim in an e- 
mail from The Netherlands, 
where lie and several senior 
leftist leaders live in exile. 

“The fake president, Gloria 
M. Arroyo, continues to rave 
about destroying the revolu- 
tionary movement before 2010 
and shows no real remorse for. 


terrorizing and forcibly displacing 
more than one million people 
from their homes and land and 
for causing the extrajudicial 
killing, abduction and torture of 
more than a thousand legal ac- 
tivists,” Sison said. 

‘Ms Arroyo said at Friday's an- 
niversary of the Armed Forces that 
the insurgency would be wiped 
out by 2010, claiming the guerril- 
Jas’ strength had been cut down by 
half from 12,000 in 2001. 


Part of psywar 

Quoting CPP spokesperson 
Gregorio "Ka Roger" Rosal, Si- 
son said the government want- 
ed the МРА to stop fighting, 
while the soldiers, policemen 
and paramilitary forces were 
free to “attack the people and 
the revolutionary forces in the 
name of ‘peace and order." 

Sison said the "sham propos- 
al" of AFP Chief of Staff Gen. 


3-year ceasefire offer a military ruse—Sison 


Hermogenes Esperon Jt, for a 
three-year ceasefire was “a 
cheap psywar trick to tie the 
hands of the armed revolution- 
ary movement and allow the 
AFR PNP and paramilitary 


forces to attack ... the revolu- 
tionary forces with impunity.” 

Ms Arroyo's statements about 
the need for such a ceasefire 
were also also meant to “ob- 
scure the gross and systematic 
human rights violations” by se- 
curity forces, he said. 


Conditions spelled out 

Sison said a prolonged cease- 
fire between the two camps was 
possible under certain condi- 
tion: 

© Both sides must agree on 
the so-called 10 principles in the 
proposed concise agreement for 
ап immediate and just peace. 

* The government must re- 
spect the political authority and 


territory of the "peoples 
democratic government.” 


Troops pullout 
* The government must 
withdraw military troops to di- 
visional headquarters and the 
police mobile brigades to 
brigade headquarters, and dis- 
solve the paramilitary forces. 

* The government must 
remove the 12 impediments 
that prevent the resumption 
of formal talks. 

The government must 
agree to accelerate the peace 
negotiations in accordance 
with The Hague Joint Decla- 
ration. 

Sison said one problem 
with the Arroyo administra- 
tion was that “it merely wants 
the people and the revolu- 
tionary forces to stop their 
just resistance and capitulate 
under the guise of ceasefire.” 


ed missing after the raid, ac- 
cording to an Army report. 


Visitor killed 

‘The father of one of the po- 
licemen on duty was killed in 
the crossfire as the four police- 
men at the station battled the 
raiders, according to the region- 
al office of the Philippine Na- 
tional Police in Palo, Leyte. 

Investigators said the lone fa- 
tality was Pedro Abadiano, who 
was at the station visiting his 
son, PO2 Rufino Abadiano, 
when the guerrillas struck. 

Police said the elder Abadi- 
ano was a former member of 
the Citizens Armed Forces Geo- 
graphical Unit. A military report 
in Manila simply described him 
asa militiaman, 

The rebels fled on foot, taking 
with them three guns, two hand 
grenades and other items they 


had found at the station and at 
other offices in the town hall. 


2nd floor battle 

Investigator Insp. William 
Eloja said the four policemen 
ran to the second floor of the 
building, where they engaged 
the rebels in a gun battle. 

Initial PNP reports said the 
attack was carried out by a rebel 
unit led by a “Ka Batig” and “Ka 
Homer.” 

The other policemen on duty 
during the raid were identified as 
PO2 Joel Mastog, PO2 Elizalde 
Ricalde and PO1 Marlon Platon. 

1, Col. Jonathan Ponce, com- 
mending officer of the 62nd In- 
fantry Battalion, said the pre 
ence of a guerrilla blocking force 
and the land mines delayed the 
dispatch of reinforcements, 

Tt was the second major NPA 
attack on government forces 


since Malacafiang’s unilateral 
declaration of a suspension of 
military operations from Dec. 
16 to Jan. б. 

PNP Director General Avelino 
Razon ЈЕ said it was not yet con- 
firmed if a police officer was in- 
deed missing even as he denied 
reports that the raiders had taken 
the police officers’ firearms, 

“This incident once again 
proved that the NPA terrorists 
do not want peace to reign in 
our country,” Lt, Col, Ernesto 
Torres, Army spokesperson, 
said, 


Fight if provoked 

‘A week ago, three unarmed 
Marines in civilian clothes were 
killed in an ambush by the NPA 
in Palawan. 

In his statement, Rosal said 
all NPA units had been instruct- 
ed to remain alert against ene- 


my operations, “and—if pro- 
voked-—fend off or repulse its 
fascist offensives.” 

‘According to Rosal, the NPA 
unilaterally observes military 
restraint on Christmas and the 
New Year even if there is no for- 
mal declaration of a ceasefire, 

"As practiced for many years, 
the Filipino people, their peo- 
ples army and revolutionary 
forces unite in humble tradi- 
tional holiday celebration and 
in the commemoration of the 
anniversary of the Communist 
Party,” Rosal said. 


Accomplishment report 

He said the NPA's observance 
of a fourday ceasefire had 
nothing to do with the govern- 
ments "totally sham and hypo- 
critical" suspension of combat 
operations which, he claimed, 
жаз only a camouflage for con- 


tinuing military operations. 

He claimed the military had 
been completely ignoring its 
self-declared ceasefire since day 
one of its effectivity 

Ina recently released accom- 
plishment report, the Armed 
Forces said it was able to dis- 
mantle 13 guerrilla fronts in 
2007 and could dismantle 17 
more by the first quarter of next 
year, 

The report said these 17 
fronts were “in the advance 
stages of degradation and have 
а high probability of being ei- 
ther dismantled, downgraded, 
and dissolved by the first quar- 
ter of 2008.” 


‘All talk, no action’ 

Lt, Gen. Rodolfo Obaniana, 
chief of the Southern Luzon 
Command, said the rebels had 
yet to conduct an offensive on 
the occasion of the CPP anniver- 
sary that would have significant 
impact on the AFP's anti-insur- 
gency campaign in Southern 
‘Tagalog and Bicol. 

“We are always ready, be it 
their anniversary or not,” Oba- 
niana said in a statement sent to 
the Ingumer, “As we have said 
time and again, the CPP and the 
New Peoples Army terrorists’ 
threats are all empty talk but no 
action." 


GMA's timetable 

fter an ideological split with 
а 19305 era pro-Soviet commu- 
nist party that the military de- 
feated in the 19505, former uni 
versity professor Jose Maria Si 
son in 1968 set up the CPP with 
a Maoist-oriented ideology. 

Peace talks between the Ar- 
royo administration and the in- 
surgents bogged down in Au- 
gust 2004 after the rebels’ inclu- 
sion on the US list of terrorist 
organizations. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
has called for the defeat of the 
communist insurgency by 2010, 

With a report from Nikko Di- 
zon in Manila 
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COMING SOON 


PNP reviewing final report on Glorietta blast 


By Alcuin Papa 


THE PHILIPPINE. NATIONAL 
Police (PNP) is reviewing its fi- 
mal report and compering it 
with an initial report submitted 
by Ayala Land Inc. (ALI) on the 
cause of the Oct. 19 Glorietta 2 
blast which killed 11 people. 

“Yes, we are reviewing their 
initial report and comparing it 
with our own final report that is 
due to come out,” PNP Chief Di- 
rector General Avelino Razon 
told the Ingumer yesterday. 

To be included in the final re- 
port is а list of those who might 
be charged for the explosion. 

Police said they would file 
charges of negligence resulting in 
multiple homicide and serious and 
slight physical injuries against those 
responsible for the fatal blast. 

Southern Police District (SPD) 
director Chief Supt. Luizo Ticman 
said ALI report, submitted some- 
time in the beginning of November, 
was “helpful” in the preparation of 
their final report on the blast. 


Helpful report 

"I think the report was help- 
ful. We used some details as ref- 
erence or guides in our investi- 
gation and allowed us to check 
and double-check some of the 
aspects of out investigation,” 
Ticman told the Inourren. 

He added that investigators 
validated and checked some as- 
sertions in the report relative to 
their investigation. 

But Ticman declined to say if 
they agreed with or contested 
any of the findings in ALI's re- 
port, saying all of these will be 
revealed once they release the 
PNP's final report to the public. 

“Whatever we will reveal in our 
final report will be based on evi- 
dence. There will be only one offi- 
cial report and that will come from 
us. This report will be used as basis 
for the filing of charges in relation 


lepartment of 


to the blast,” Ticman said. 
Immediately after the blast, 
the PNP had said that the blast 
might have been caused by an 
explosion of а liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) tank. Later, 
police forensic experts said they 
found traces of RDX, an ingredi- 
entin explosives, at the blast site. 


Turnaround 
But the next day, PNP made a 
turnaround and blamed the 
blaston the accumulation of tox- 
ic gases inside the basement of 
the Glorietta 2 mall. They said 
experts from the US, Australia 
and Israel, particularly the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) and the Australian Federal 
Police (AFP), had worked with 
them on the investigation and 
came to the same conclusion. 

But ALI, which operates Glori- 
епа 2, disputed the PNP's theory, 
saying there was no accumula- 
tion of gases in the basement. It 
also called on the PNP to look in- 
to other causes while denying the 
blast was caused by negligence. 

АШЕ report was based on the 
findings of local and foreign ex- 
perts hired by the company to look 
into the cause of the blast. The 
company presented the findings of 
Dr Stephen Etheridge, an intema- 
tional expert on biogas produc- 
tion, and specialists from the Dr. J 
H Burgoyne and Partners LLP both 
of which pointed out that it was 
impossible that enough methane 
ог diesel vapor would be produced 
in the basement of Glorietta 2 to 
cause the explosion. 

Experts from the University 
of the Philippines also doubted 
the PNP theory. 

А week ago, the PNP said it was 
ready to present its findings. But 
"Ticman said their investigators and 
experts probing the blast asked for 
more time to review their findings 
and moved the release of the report 
to January next year. 
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HEALTH ADVISORY 


FOR THIS 


1. Be kind to your heart. Prepare a well-balanced Noche Buena and Media 
Noche meals. Make sure that vegetables and fruits are on the table together 
with your traditional ham and queso de bola. Avoid fatty and salty foods. 
Avoid too much drinking and don't smoke. 


2. Plan Christmas activities for yourself and your family to prevent tension 


3. Avoid crowded areas because organisms that cause diseases multiply 
and spread easily. Airy and well-ventilated areas are essential to healthy 


4. Take care of yourself and your family against sudden changes in temperature 
Children and adults may become susceptible to cough colds and fever. 
If your cough, colds and fever is more than five days, consult your nearest 


s ER " 
k'plenty of liquids. Drink plenty of water and fruit juices to facilitate excretion. 


EE с о Affoyo 
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Do not use fireworks and firecrackers during the Holidays. 
Make some noise by using the “torotot”, pots, pans and  . 
other noise-making gadgets. 


DOH it na: 


A POLICE NURSE takes the blood pressure of convicted child rapist Romeo Jalosjos soon 


after his arrival in Zamboanga City. 
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PHOTOSBYULES AUPALAINQURERMINDANAO main office at Camp Batalla. 


Cops rearrest Jalosjos in Dapitan City 
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mon Penal Colony which is 
more than 30 kilometers away 
from the city center. 

Jalosjos said he was forced to 
go with the arresting officers 
belonging to the Zamboanga 
del Norte Provincial Police Of- 
fice under Senior Supt. Mario 
Yanga “because they were all 
fully armed.” 

“Sumama na lang kami be- 
cause we don't want to confront 
armed troops,” he said. 

Jalosjos said “strong people 
and within Malacafiang” were 
behind his current troubles. But 
he refused to identify them. 

“Right now I am їп а messso I 
cannot divulge [their names] 
yet," he said, adding: 

“The system is working very 
bad for our government, and I 
feel very bad. I feel so frustrated, 
so disappointed. And what about 
the feelings of others expecting to 
see me free? They are all dumb- 
founded by the whole thing." 

No reporter was allowed to 
speak with Jalosjos at the San 
Ramon Penal Colony. 

“Vigilance is the only [way] to 
ensure that Jalosjos will no 
longer escape from custody,” said 
Chief Supt. Jaime Caringal, po- 
lice chief of Western Mindanao. 


Upto DOJ 

In Manila, PNP Director Gen- 
eral Avelino Razon Jr said 
Jalosjos would remain at the San 
Ramon Penal Colony unless the 
Department of Justce ordered 
his transfer back to the New Bili- 
bid Prisons in Muntinlupa City. 

“It’s up to the DOJ if he 
should be transferred to Bilibid. 
Our order was only to.rearrest 
him," Razon told the. INQUIRER 
by phone. s 

He said Jalosjos was taken to 
the penal colony because it was 
the "nearest" prison facility 
available. 

And the prisoner may remain 
there on Christmas Day while 
the DOJ studies his case, Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez said. 

Asked what was to prevent 
Jalosjos from leaving his deten- 
tion cell and going home to his 
family, Gonzalez said it was in- 
Cumbent on Zamboanga del 
Norte prison officials to see to it 
that the man stayed behind bars. 

“I believe hell still be there,” 
Gonzalez said when asked if 


By Dj Yap 


ROMEO JALOSJOS WAS ABLE 
to leave the New Bilibid Pris- 
‘ons (NBP) reservation unham- 
pered and unescorted by his 
jailers, his secretary said yes- 
terday. 

“Nobody from the NBP 
made a move to stop him. He 
left on his own because he be- 
lieves he has already been di 
charged,” said Susan Sespefie. 

By  Sespefüe's account, 
Jalosjos left the NBP in 
Muntinlupa City at about 
10:30 a.m. on Saturday on 
board his sports utility vehicle 
and accompanied by a close-in 
security aide. He got on a plane 
bound for Dipolog City in Zam- 
boanga del Norte en route to 
Dapitan City at 11:30 a.m. 

Не spent Friday night in his 
піра hut near the tennis court 
in the reservation, and even at- 
tended morning Mass before 
leaving for the airport. 


“He trusted that no one 
would stop him since he's al- 
ready free,” Sespefie said. She 
disclaimed knowledge of 
whether her boss had told any 
prison official of his plan to 
leave for his hometown. 


‘Nothing happening’ 
Sespefie said Jalosjos had 
decided to comply with a “re- 
quest” by NBP head Supt. 
Juanito Leopando that he re- 
main in the reservation until 
the investigation of his 
botched release was over. 
“Since nothing was happen- 
ing in the investigation, he de- 
cided to leave. He said earlier 
that he wanted to spend Christ- 
mas with his family,” she said. 
Jalosjos was convicted in 
1997 of two counts of statuto- 
ry rape and sentenced to two 
life terms. The victim was an 
11-year-old girl. 
In April, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo commuted his sen- 


‘Nobody from NBP made a move to stop him’ 


tence to 16 years. 

On Dec. 16, Jalosjos was 
given a release document and 
allowed to walk free. In the 
face of public uproar, Mala- 
cafiang and the Department of 
Justice said his discharge was 
not final, and prison officials 
took him back into custody. 


Privileges 

As a "living-out" inmate in 
the minimum security com- 
pound since Marh 13, 
Jalosjos enjoyed certain pri 
leges, such as moving around 
with no guards or escorts. 

Apart from assigned tasks 
like cleaning, the only thing ex- 
pected of living-out inmates is 
to show up for the roll calls at 4 
a.m. and 5 p.m., Bureau of Cor- 
rections Director Ricardo Dap- 
at said in an earlier interview. 

As of October, about 900 in- 
mates in the minimum securi- 
ty compound had living-out 
privileges, Dapat said. 


He said those qualified to be 
living-out inmates were aged 60 
or older, and who had only 6-10 
months left in their sentence. 

Repeated calls made yester- 
day by the Inquiner to Dapat's 
mobile phone went unan- 
swered. 

NBP chaplain Fr. Robert 
Olaguer said in another earlier 
interview that another ге- 
quirement for living-out in- 
mates was that their residence 
should not be in Metro Manila, 
or they would be considered 
flight risks. 

Jalosjos qualified for living- 
outstatus because his family is 
based in Zamboanga, Olaguer 
said. 

Sespefie said Jalosjos lawyers 
led by Cipriano Robielos would 
meet to discuss their options. 

She said the lawyers were 
considering filing for a writ of 
habeas corpus, but that noth- 
ingwasfinalyet. Withare- 
port from Julie Aurelio 


Jalosjos would be in Zamboan- 
ga del Norte on Christmas Day. 
"We are [determining] when he. 
will be returned [to the NBP].” 
He said he wanted Jalosjos 
brought back to the national 
penitentiary because Zamboan- 
ga was close to the latter's 
hometown: ‘As a matter of fact, 
Iwant him to return to Manila." 


‘No one holding me’ 

Jalosjos insisted that based 
on his release order dated Dec. 
16, he was a free man. 

“In fact I was already overstay- 
ing inside, and they don't want to 
keep me longer,” he said. 

According to Jalosjos, on 
Dec. 17 he left the МВР to heara 
Christmas dawn Mass (“іт- 
bang gabi") with his family. Не 
returned two days later to visit 
friends in prison. 

Said the man: "No one was 
holding me. The guards even 
stopped me and stamped my 
wrist, and asked me to leave my 
cellular phone as it’s not al- 
lowed to bring a unit inside. 
And they were treating me that 
way because I am no longer de- 
tained. They were doing that 
because I am a visitor. 


“If we don’t trust the legal 
document (release order), we 
should not trust any legal docu- 
ment at all. I think they are de- 
stroying the credibility of their 
own system. But [it should not 
be] at my expense, at the ex- 
pense of my rights. They contin- 
ue to violate my rights, and they 
have to pay for it." 

PNP chief Razon said Jalosjos 
did not resist arrest but showed 
the arresting officers a copy of 
his release order. 

“The police tried to explain to 
him that the release order has 
been nullified [by Justice Secre- 
tary Gonzalez], " Razon said. 

According to Razon, the PNP 
received the order from the jus- 
tice department late Saturday 
afternoon to rearrest Jalosjos. 

"Our policemen did not have a 
hard time finding him because һе 
was in Dapitan [Saturday], deliv- 
ering a speech," Razon said. 


Battery of lawyers 

Jalosjos brought with him 
three lawyers when he was tak- 
en to Zamboanga City from 
Dapitan. Four other Zamboan- 
ga-based lawyers will help him 
inhis case. 


“My lawyers are here, and we 
are counting [the government's. 
violations]. Every violation they 
have committed, we document- 
ed, and they have to answer for 
it. Trabaho lang ito, masyado na 
nila akong inaabuso. Aping-api 
na ako dito (This is just work, 
but Т have been thoroughly 
abused). It’s about time I stood 
up to them," he seid. 

Lawyer Alfredo Jimenez said 
the arresting team would be an- 
swerable for the purported vio- 
lations: “If there are PNP offi- 
cers who can be liable for illegal 
arrest and arbitrary detention, 
we will file the proper criminal 
Charges against these people 
whoever they may be." 

Jimenez said Caringal would 
beat the top of the list. 

"When we asked Caringal 
what his basis was for the arrest, 
he said there was an order from 
Razon. We asked for a written 
order; there [was none]. This is 
a government of laws, not of 
men, so we have to respect the 
laws," the lawyer said. 

Jimenez also said not even 
Gonzalez could order Jalosjos 
arrest: "He has no power to is- 
sue an arrest [warrant]; only 


the Supreme Court [does].” 

Reporters sought Caringal's 
reaction, but he excused him- 
self, saying: "We are all tired 
and we cannot issue any state- 
mentat this moment.” 


"Beautiful Christmas" 

Jalosjos was hopeful that he 
would spend “a beautiful 
Christmas" with his 80-year-old 
mother Angelina and the rest of 
his family. 

“We are hoping it will not bea 
bleak Christmas. We are all 
praying for a "White Christmas" 
for everyone," Angelina, who 
accompanied her son to Camp 
Batalla, said in Chavacano. 

The mother said the family 
had not prepared anything for 
the special day "because we are 
all confused." 

She aired an appeal to Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo: “I hope 
you can do something about 
this. My son is free; please don't 
make it hard for him.” 

‘And she vowed not to leave 
her son, declaring: “I will stay 
wherever he is." 

But Jalosjos and his seven 
lawyers do not have much time 
to ensure that he will spend 


Palace caught flat-footed by Dapitan escapade 


From page Al 


“You can hear the displeasure 
in her voice,” Ermita said when 
asked whether the latest in 
dent involving Jalosjos, a poli 
cal ally of the President, had an- 
gered her. 

He said Malacafiang did not 
know “how it happened” that 
Jalosjos was able to get to his na- 
tive Dapitan City: “I was really 
surprised. Bakit ba ito nangyari?” 

Gonzalez said Ms Arroyo had 
told him that he should handle 
the investigation of the matter 
because the Bureau of Со 
tions (BuCor) fell under his ju- 
risdiction. 

Asked how the President re- 
ceived the information on 
Jalosjos' flight, Gonzalez said: 
"She must be disturbed.” 


Not a flight risk 

Ermita said neither the Bu- 
Cor nor the Department of Jus- 
tice had authorized Jalosjos’ 


travel to Dapitan. 

But he quoted Gonzalez as 
saying that Jalosjos might have 
been able to leave the NBP be- 
cause he was no longer consid- 
ered a flight risk and thus had 
been enjoying “living out” privi- 
leges since the commutation of 
his sentence in April. 

Asked whether Jalosjos 
would be charged for leaving 
prison without proper authori- 
ty, Ermita said it was Gonzalez 
who was in a better position to 
answer that question. 

But definitely, he said, the 
Palace could not authorize 
Jalosjos release because the 
BuCor was under the DOJ. 

Earlier, the President was re- 
ported to have been upset at 
learning that NBP officials or- 
dered the release of Jalosjos, 
whom she believed to be eligi- 
ble for release only when he 
turns 70 in 2010. 

Ms Arroyo commuted to 16 
years the two life terms im- 


posed on Jalosjos for raping an 
11-year-old girl. 

Justice officials subsequently 
said that by their computation, 
the rape convict was eligible for 
release on April 2009, and not 
Dec. 16, which was the compu- 
tation of then BuCor Director 
Vicente Vinarao. 


Quid pro quo 

Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. described 
the purported special treatment 
accorded Jalosjos as “political 
quid pro quo." 

He said the President was 
willing to pay her dues even if it 
meant going against the public 
outrage over Jalosjos release. 

Pimentel said he doubted 
that Gonzalez would be able to 
carry out his threat to put 
Jalosjos back in jail. 

“Lers see how far Raul, the 
Injustice Secretary, would pur- 
sue his threat to arrest the par- 
donee. He probably can't do 


anything about it anymore,” Pi- 
mentel said in a text message to 
the INQUIRER. 

Former Solicitor General 
Francisco Chavez also ех 
pressed doubt over the govern- 
ment’s sincerity in keeping 
Jalosjos in jail, saying the lat- 
ter’s rearrest could be part of 
"one big zarzuela." 

‘According to Chavez, 
Jalosjos release earlier this 
month was recalled as a result 
of public outrage. 

But when public interest 
waned, nobody seemed to be 
checking on Jalosjos status 
anymore, Chavez seid in a 
phone interview. 

“It (The government) really 
‘wants to let him off the hook. His 
application was processed by the 
government. When nobody was 
looking, one flew over the cuck- 
os’ nest,” Chavez added, citing 
the tide of a novel and subse- 
quent movie about a hospital pa- 
tients fight from detention. 


As for Jalosjos’ rearrest after 
his flight, Chavez said it could 
be “all for show.” 

He said the prisoner was say- 
ing one thing, the justice secre- 
tary was saying another, and 
Malacafiang did not appear to 
be aware of what's going on. 

“Ies part of а bag of tricks. 
Eventually, it will be forgotten 
by the people who don't care. 
When the public clamor has 
died down, who will follow up 
on Jalosjos’ status? By that 
time, Jalosjos will be free,” 
Chavez said. 

He said he was “apprehen- 
sive” that Jalosjos could skip the 
country because no hold-depar- 
ture order had been issued on 
theman. 

Chavez contested Jalosjos 
detention at the San Ramon Pe- 
nal Colony in Zamboanga del 
Norte, saying the escaped felon 
should be brought back to the 
national penitentiary and de- 
tained there like other convicts. 
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A TEARFUL but happy reunion takes place between Jalosjos and his 80-year-old mother Angelina i 


Christmas іп Dapitan. 

It is widely believed that the 
rape convict has been running 
the affairs of Dapitan through 
his brother, Mayor Dominador. 
Jalosjos. 

Gonzalez said he had learned 
from Jalosjos family that the 
ex-lawmaker left the NBP only 
to visit his family during the hol- 
idays and was intending to re- 
turn to the national penitentiary. 

“He was assuming he could 
do it. That was his mistake," 
Gonzalez said. 

But he observed that such a 
statement could have been 
made only as an “afterthought,” 
after the rape convicts trip 
home was found out. 


In Tanay 

The justice secretary said 
Jalosjos’ kin had requested that 
he be detained at the vacation 
house of deposed President 
Joseph Estrada in Tanay, Rizal. 

However, he pointed out, he 
could not take cognizance of 
such a request because the vaca- 
tion house was under the con- 
trol of the Department of the In- 
terior and Local Government. 

Gonzalez said Jalosjos' depar- 
ture from the NBP could cost him 
and prolong his imprisonment. 

“What is clear here is that 
there was some kind of viola- 
tion. As to how serious, I don’t 
know. Its still under study" 
Gonzalez said. 

He said the DOJ was deter- 
mining whether to file charges, 
possibly evasion of service of 
sentence, against Jalosjos. 

Should the man be found 
guilty of the charge, his release 
date might go beyond April 
2009, the DOJ computation of 
his release after the President 
commuted his sentence. 

"If he has a new case, it might 
prolong [his release],” Gonza- 
lezsaid. 

Evasion of service of sentence 
is punishable by imprisonment 
ofup to six years. 

Gonzalez had earlier said the 
РОЈ computation of Jalosjos 
release was different, and that 
Ms Arroyo wanted her policy of 
releasing inmates aged 70 and 
above to prevail. 

Jalosos turns 70 only in 
2010. With reports from Nikko 
Dizon in Manila; Bert Laput 
and Richel М Umel, Inquirer 
‘Mindanao 


“That would be a violation of 
the law," he said in reference to 
Jalosjos’ detention at the Zam- 
boanga prison. “A convicted 
criminal should be at the [NBP] 
in Muntinlupa.” 

Chavez said that since 
Jalosjos had shown not only a 
propensity for flight but had al- 
so attually escaped, he should 
be placed under maximum se- 
curity detention at the NBP de- 
spite his status as a minimum 
security prisoner before his 
flight to Dapitan. 

‘Asked to comment on the po- 
lice statement that Jalosjos 
should stay in the Zamboanga 
prison because he was able to 
escape from the NBR Chavez 
said the solution should be 
tighter security. 

“He must be brought back to 
Bilibid and placed under heavy 
guard. That's the solution,” he 
said. With reports from Leila 
B. Salaverria and Gil C. Caba- 
cungan Jr. 
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By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
Contributor. 


SINGAPORE—THEY MAY BE OUTSIDE 
the country, but many Filipinos in Singa- 
pore are making sure their celebration of 
Christmas still feels like home. 

In the process, they have introduced 
some uniquely Filipino Christmas tradi- 
tions to Singaporeans and other nationali- 
ties in the city state—the Simbang Gabi, a 
series of nine pre-dawn Catholic Masses; 
and the Philippine lantern or parol, which 
now adorns many Catholic churches here. 

When the novena Masses were first in- 
troduced in Singapore in 1999, the Filipino 
language was used, since only Filipinos 
were attending the Masses, said Catholic 
priest Angel Luciano, who is also a Filipino. 

But Father Angel, as he is known to his 
parishioners, said he eventually shifted to 
using English during the Mass because 
more and more foreigners began attend- 
ing. 

The number of churchgoers trying to 
complete the nine novena Masses has 
grown. For the second Mass this year, close 
to a thousand churchgoers showed up at 
the Church of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, said Father Angel. 

“The turn out was simply overwhelm- 
ing," he said. 

Church volunteers and priests of other 
nationalities have also joined the novena 
Masses. Last year, a parish priest of the Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour, who is Viet- 
namese, concelebrated the Masses, said Fa- 
ther Angel. 

Simbang Gabi, Singapore-style, is held at 
8 p.m. and each Mass is held in a different 
church. 

There are about 120,000 Filipinos in Sin- 
gapore, 80,000 of them domestic workers. 

Looking for the churches is easy and fun, 
опе churchgoer told Father Angel in a re- 
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GIVE LOVE. Children of migrant 


cent email. 

She said she and her elder brother, who 
were joining the Simbang Gabi in Singa- 
pore for the first time last year, simply went 
to the nearest bus station. 

How did they know which of the buses to 
take? She said the technique was to look for 
the bus “with the longest, and usually the 
noisiest, line of Filipinos.” 

“We never got lost in looking for the 
churches,” she said in her e-mail. 

Having to visit different churches also 
gives the experience a deeper meaning, she 
added, 

Host parishes cook free food for the 
churchgoers. Gifts are distributed to chil- 
dren. Members of the community also take 
turns decorating the parish with lanterns, a 
symbol for Filipinos that Christmas is just 


‘Loneliest’ Christmas away from home 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


THIS WILL PROBABLY BE HER "LONELI- 
est" Christmas. 

Software company writer Jeanne Cang, 
25, is celebrating her first Christmas away 
from her family. She got a job here only two 
months ago and while she said it would be 
interesting to observe how other cultures 
celebrate the season, she said she would 
miss her family a lot. 

Her uncle has just transferred in Singa- 
pore and her sister is coming over to be 
with her, but she says she will really miss 
the "festive atmosphere" of celebrations in 
the Philippines. 

There are elaborate decors on Orchard 
Road, a street here teeming with shopping 
malls yet Cang says the feeling is just different. 

She says she will miss family get-togeth- 
ers, the food, and yes, even kids singing 
Christmas carols. 

Perhaps it is because she has just gotten 
in this small country, and the homesickness 
sets in. But it is a feeling Patricia Mondone- 
do shares, even if she has been away from 
her family for eight years. 

‘Working here as a community services 


manager, Mondonedo, who is older than 
30, says she will miss noisy celebrations in 
the Philippines. 

Mondonedo has never spent Christmas 
in Singapore. “I never celebrate Christmas 
in Singapore. It gets very lonely," she says. 

Unlike the Philippines, Singapore is not a 
predominantly Catholic country. Mondone- 
do says Chinese New Year is usually the big- 
ger holiday celebration in Singapore. 

This year, she will be spending Christmas 
in South Korea with some of her friends, yet 
she will miss “waiting for midnight to open 
gifts and being with four generations of our 
family.” 

She says she miss- 
es seeing "adults in 
the family get drunk, 
while some of the 
children are trying to 
getsips of wine.” 

Of course, 
will miss all the 
dancing and 
singing, a common 
sight in celebrations. 
in homes in the 
Philippines. 


she 
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4th Week of Advent 
Ist Reading: 
Gospel: 


“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

for he has come and redeemed his people. 
He has raised up for usa victorious Savior 
in the house of David his servant, 

as he promised through his prophets of old, 
salvation from our enemies 

and from the hand of our foes. 

He has shown mercy to our fathers 

and remembered his holy covenant, 

the oath he swore to Abraham, our father, 
to deliver us from the enemy, 

that we might serve him fearlessly 

asa holy and righteous people 

all the days of our lives. 

And you, my child, 

shall be called prophet of the Most High, 
for you shall go before the Lord 
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Zechariah, filled with holy spirit, sang this canticle, 


Luke 1:67-79 


Pinoys bring ‘Simbang 


Gab 


ino families sing “Give Love on Christmas Day” on the first day of Simbang Gabi 
Church of St. Anthony in Woodlands. They are called the Posap Kids (for Pinoy Oblates of St. Anthony de Padua, organized in 2001). 


around the corner. 

Father Angel receives numerous e-mails 
from churchgoers expressing gratitude for 
being able to experience a truly Filipino 
Christmas even if they are miles away from 
home. 

One e-mail writer said it was the first 
time he had actually completed the nine 
Masses, and he has done it outside the 
Philippines. 

Other lanterns mentioned the joy of visit- 
ing different churches in Singapore, which 
combines sightseeing with the fervor of the 
Visita Iglesia, yet another folk-religi 
ition that sees thousands of Fi 
pilgrimage to several churches during Holy 
Week. 

Last year, a priest of another parish ex- 
pressed happiness about being part of the 
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Simbang Gabi experience. 

Father Angel said the parish priest “con- 
gratulated the Filipinos for filling the 
churches of Singapore and the world with 
their presence.” 

It is therefore not surprising that each of 
the parishes they visit for the novena Mass- 
es is always teeming with churchgoers, Fa- 
ther Angel said. The world has started to 
know Filipinos not only for their skills and 
diligence, but also for their deep faith and 
unique Christmas traditions. 
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Pinoys bring 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr 
Contributor 


SINGAPORE—THEY MAY BE OUTSIDE 
the country, but many Filipinos in Singa- 
pore are making sure their celebration of 
Christmas still feels like home. 

In the process, they have introduced 
some uniquely Filipino Christmas tradi- 
tions to Singaporeans and other nationali- 
ties in the city state—the Simbang Gabi, a 
series of nine pre-dawn Catholic Masses; 
and the Philippine lantern or parol, which 


now adorns many Catholic churches here. GOLD 2006 
When the novena Masses were first in- GOLD 2005 
troduced in Singapore in 1999, the Filipino PLATINUM 2004 
language was used, since only Filipinos GOLD 2003 
were attending the Masses, said Catholic GOLD 2002 
priest Angel Luciano, who is also a Filipino. GOLD 2001 
But Father Angel, as he is known to his 
parishioners, said he eventually shifted to GOLD 2000 
using English during the Mass because amc GOLD 1999 


more and more foreigners began attend- 
ing. 

The number of churchgoers trying to 
complete the nine novena Masses has 
grown. For the second Mass this year, close 
to а thousand churchgoers showed up at 
the Church of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, said Father Angel. 

“The turn out was simply overwhelm- 
ing," he said. 

Church volunteers and priests of other 
nationalities have also joined the novena 
Masses. Last year, a parish priest of the Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour, who is Viet- 
namese, concelebrated the Masses, said Fa- 
ther Angel. 

Simbang Gabi, Singapore-style, is held at 
8 p.m. and each Mass is held in a different 
church. 

There are about 120,000 Filipinos in Sin- 
gapore, 80,000 of them domestic workers. 

Looking for the churches is easy and fun, 
one churchgoer told Father Angel in а re- 
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GIVE LOVE. Children of migrant. 


ino families sing “Give Love on Christmas Day” on the first day of Simbang Gabi on Dec. 15 at the 


Church of St. Anthony in Woodlands. They are called the Posap Kids (for Pinoy Oblates of St. Anthony de Padua, organized in 2001). 


centemail. 

She said she and her elder brother, who 
were joining the Simbang Gabi in Singa- 
pore for the first time last year, simply went 
to the nearest bus station. 

How did they know which of the buses to 
take? She said the technique was to look for 
the bus “with the longest, and usually the 
noisiest, line of Filipinos.’ 

“We never got lost in looking for the 
churches,” she said in her e-mail 

Having to visit different churches also 
gives the experience a deeper meaning, she 
added. 

Host parishes cook free food for the 
churchgoers. Gifts are distributed to chil- 
dren. Members of the community also take 
turns decorating the parish with lanterns, a 
symbol for Filipinos that Christmas is just 


‘Loneliest’ Christmas away from home 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


‘THIS WILL PROBABLY BE HER “LONELI- 
est" Christmas. 

Software company writer Jeanne Cang, 
25, is celebrating her first Christmas away 
from her family. She gota job here only two 
months ago and while she said it would be 
interesting to observe how other cultures 
celebrate the season, she said she would 
miss her family a lot. 

Her uncle has just transferred in Singa- 
pore and her sister is coming over to be 
with her, but she says she will really miss 
the "festive atmosphere” of celebrations in 
the Philippines. 

‘There are elaborate decors on Orchard 
Road, a street here teeming with shopping 
malls yet Cang says the feeling is just different. 

She says she will miss family get-togeth- 


ers, the food, and yes, even kids singing get sips of wine.” 

Christmas carols. Of course, she 
Perhaps it is because she has just gotten will miss all the 

in this small country, and the homesickness dancing and 


sets in, But it is a feeling Patricia Mondone- 
do shares, even if she has been away from 
her family for eight years. 

Working here as a community services 


manager, Mondonedo, who is older than 
30, says she will miss noisy celebrations їп 
the Philippines. 

Mondonedo has never spent Christmas 
in Singapore. "I never celebrate Christmas 
in Singapore. It gets very lonely,” she says. 

Unlike the Philippines, Singapore is not a 
predominantly Catholic country. Mondone- 
do says Chinese New Year is usually the big- 
ger holiday celebration in Singapore. 

This year, she will be spending Christmas 
in South Korea with some of her friends, yet 
she will miss “waiting for midnight to open 
gifts and being with four generations of our 
family.” 

She says she miss- 
es seeing "adults in 
the family get drunk, 
while some of the 
children are tying to 


singing, a common 
sight in celebrations 
in homes in the 
Philippines. 
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4th Week of Advent. 
1stReading: 
Gospel: 


"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

for he has come and redeemed his people. 
He has raised up for us a victorious Savior 
in the house of David his servant, 


Monday, December 24, 2007 
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Zechariah, filled with holy spirit, sang this canticle, 


Luke 1:67-79 
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around the corner. 

Father Angel receives numerous e-mails 
from churchgoers expressing gratitude for 
being able to experience a truly Е 
Christmas even if they are miles away from 
home. 

‘One e-mail writer said it was the first 
time he had actually completed the nine 
Masses, and he has done it outside the 
Philippines. 

Other lanterns mentioned the joy of visit- 
ing different churches in Singapore, which 
combines sightseeing with the fervor of the 
Visita Iglesia, yet another folk-religious tra- 
dition that sees thousands of Filipinos on 
pilgrimage to several churches during Holy 
Week. 

Last year, a priest of another parish ex- 
pressed happiness about being part of the 
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Simbang Gabi experience. 

Father Angel said the parish priest "con- 
gratulated the Filipinos for filing the 
Churches of Singapore and the world with 
their presence." 

Tt is therefore not surprising that each of 
the parishes they visit for the novena Mass- 
ез is always teeming with churchgoers, Fa- 
ther Angel said. The world has started to 
know Filipinos not only for their skills and 
diligence, but also for their deep faith and 
unique Christmas traditions. 
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рн аы ада 1. Fill up gas in the morning, not in savings can be achleved. ] 

And you, my child, йт i 

shall be called prophet of the Most High, The sftemoon. 7 : T машины amon Ji : 

foryou shall go before rhe Lorå 2, Close gas tank caps tightly to avoid cool weather. | BL-GC3 

to prepare the way for him ч lage. i " 1 

and enable his people to know of their salvation. fuel teg and spilage- 8. Do not overload the vehicle, Additional BL-GC4 

when he comes to forgive their sins. 3. Avoid traffic jams; take alternate routes. load on vehicle will increase fuel 

This is th of th four God, i Ultra-fine writing 

петак har ИЕ = 4. . Avoid jack-rabbit starts and speeding. consumption especially in driving uphill. wit bo palmer. 

shining on those who live in dariness Twenty-five percent fuel savings can 9. Avoid engine idling for more than orsa io 

Gnd guiding di aso Hae OE pence be realized in driving at reduced speed 3 minutes. Excessive idling wastes ogg 
Commentary from 120 to 80 kilometers per hour. two (2) liters of fuel per hour. © 

David has settled in his palace and thinks of building God a palace of - = рен ds P 5 === 
More haps ahr in oad Bu lee that 5. Avoid abrupt or sudden stops. 10. Avoid reverse gear maneuvers in = ES 
he himself will build his own dwelling place among humankind. It is God " lated: " 5" Os 
that has done everything in David's life and will give a house that will en- 6. Keep tires properly inflated; 5-10% parking the vehicle: jsm2-r 
dure forever, through wars/enemies and all history. Itis God whohasgiv- | | x 12422 
еп us everything from the beginning and given Joseph and Mary every- * i зма s 
thing, including the child to be born. This is God's new house among those É aB 
he has created as his own. God fulfills his promises and keeps his word. DARO 
This is what he is doing! It is time to praise God, with Zechariah and Eliž HECER 
abeth, because our God has ransomed us, visited us, remembered us, and P——— 2025 [3 
dealt mercifully with us. We should serve him devoutly and be holy in his F Рага sa karagdagang kaalaman o tanong: 840-2287 ERGS Ос 
sight. All is the work of our God who brings the Dayspring, out of the k Trunking: 840-1401 to 214 local 329 0220: 
darkness so that our feet will be guided into the way of peace. Soon, Peace о ELS 
will come to us. 5 E В 

Chen "—— рупа Dinan, Quezon не Bok 9: 
РО. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Tel.: 921-3984; Рах: 921-7429; E-mail: fo T$ 
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Scientist explains 'Star in East 


From page А! arrived in Jerusalem. 
Mathews believes that means 
junction of Mars, Jupiter and фе Christmas star could have 
Saturn in 7 B.C. appeared anywhere from 8 to 4 
B.C.—fitting in with some 
US databases. scholars’ views on when Jesus 
The advantage that а mod- was born. 
ern astrophysicist like Math- c» 
ews has over Kepler and oth- Star’s characteristics 
ers who have pondered the Among the characteristics 
question is that he has access written about the Christmas 
to the databases of the US Na- star was that it appeared be- 
tional Aeronautics and Space fore sunrise and that it ap- 
Administration. peared to “rest in the sky.” 
“In principle, we can see Mathews has found writings 
any star that was ever made from Korean and Chinese as- ed time, which of course 
from the beginning of time if tronomers of an event about 4 would have been significant 
we knew where to look. Sothe B.C. which described a comet MATHEWS for the Christ child, and may 
question is, could we find а with no tail that didn't move. have been why they brought 
star that could bea good can- ^ Using that set of facts, knownasNova Aquilae V603. myrrh, which was an embalm- 
ate for what showed up Mathews has come up with The problem with novas ing fluid,” Mathews says. 


Jupiter and Venus were close- 
ly aligned in Leo. 

Mathews believes the April 
17, 6 B.C., alignment is the 
most likely candidate. It 
makes sense because he be- 
lieves the wise men were 
Zoroastrian astrologers who 
would have recognized the 
planetary alignment in Aries 
as a sign a powerful leader 
was born. 

"Tn fact it would have even 
meant that (the leader was) 
destined to die at an appoint- 


then?" Mathews says. several possibilities, includ- and comets, though, is that t 

Mathews has found several ing supernovas, novas and they were believed in ancient Saturn's influence 
possibilities. He begins by planetary alignments. times to be a sign of disaster, “Saturn there would have 
posing three questions when ^ Mathews has found two notaportentof good thingsto made whoever was born as a 
he tries to find the answer to possible supernovas in the come. leader a most powerful leader 
any astronomical event: right period, but says one was т. because Saturn had the 
When did it occur? What were probably too low on ће hori- Time of alignment strength to do it, in their 
its characteristics? Did any- zon to be seen. The other su- _ For that reason, Mathews view," Mathews says. 
one else see it? pernova is known as Kes 75. believes the Christmas star The astrophysicist has been 


The Gospel of Matthew in- But it was 60,000 light years was most likely an alignment sharing his findings in lec- 
dicates Jesus was born in away and may not have been ОЁ planets. He said there are tures at Notre Dame—the 
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Bethlehem when Herod was particularly spectacular. three likely times for this: Catholic university here in THE ASTROPHYSICIST stands in front of one of his slides at the 


king. Roman historian Flavius ^ "There's no real convincing  * Feb. 20, 6 B.C. when South Bend, about 150 kilo- 
Josephus wrote that Herod evidence this happened right Mars, Jupiter and Saturn meters east of Chicago—and 


Jordan Hall of Science at the University of Notre Dame in South 
Bend, Indiana, He gave a presentation that offers possible 


died after an eclipse of the at2000 years ago, but it could aligned in the constellation plans to write a paper to sub- explanations of events in astronomy about the Christmas star, — je 
moon before the Passover. be in the range of being right Pisces. mit to the Quarterly Journal 

According to Mathews, because it’s in the right loca- _ * April 17, 6 B.C. when the of the Royal Astronomical So- ^ Unless a document is dis- “T think it would take more 

there are four possibilities—6 tion,” he says. М sun, Jupiter, the moon and ciety He's also considering coveredthatallows historians ofa historical reference more 

| B.C, 5 B.C, 1 B.C. or 1 Mathews has also found a Saturn aligned in the constel- writing a book. to more accurately estimate than an astrophysics," Math- 


A.D.—when the Christmas number of novas that also lation Aries while Venus ай Mathews concedes, though, exactly when Jesus was born, ews says. "There are plenty of 


Prospects dismal GMA popularity will improve 


star occurred. He says thestar could have been the Christ- Mars were in neighboring that any of the other events it will be impossible to say strong opinions out there. I 
хошӣ have appeared up to mas stat. The one he thinks is constellations. could have been the famed what caused the light with ab- think this is as good as you can 
two years before the wise men the most likely candidate is * June 17, 2 B.C. when star of Bethlehem. solute certainty, he says. do for now." AP 


From page Al of Ms Arroyo's decision to rupt” President, the survey directly or indirectly to graft January 2001 (Edsa II) force and decided to die and 
i pardon Estrada, but this did found they were not outraged and corruption.” This ambivalence helps ex- make a stand at Camp 
reopening next year of con- not improve her satisfaction enough to take drastic steps Related to this result is ће plain why the Lim-Trillanes Aguinaldo, and later at Camp 
gressional investigations into rating overall. to remove her forcefully from finding that most Filipinos coup attempt at Manila Crame. 
"4 number of corruption scan- SWS pointed out that the office. This is the paradox “аге notinclined to take dras- Peninsula Hotel didn’t catch People power was un- 


A survey conducted by So- percent of Filipinos perceived ruption of the Arroyo admin- that only 24 percent of Fil- Ш. 


ра т RATT TT LITT 


€— ND» à А me 


her son to come һоп 


er 


Of Novellino. 


Suddenly 
your place becomes 
the most romantic 
of settings. 


b 
tm 


dals on administration eco- President did not gain from the that stands out in the Pulse tic measures" to remove the fire in mobilizing wide public known then. They did not ex- 


homicdevelopmentprojects. pardon "because those who Asia survey. President from office "even if support and collapsed in a ресе civilians to mass in the 
PA " agreed with it were even more When Brig. Gen. Danilo they are convinced” that the whimper. The failure to read streets to defend them. The 
Satisfaction rating dissatisfied." This suggested Lim and Sen. Antonio Tril- President should resign orbe correctly the public mood to people power was in response 
Theprospectsoftheadmin- thattheimpactofthepardonin lanes IV staged on Oct. 29 ће removed from office. support coup attempts is ас to а call by then Manila Arch- 
istration turning the corner helping her recover her disap- 14th coup attempt since the : и the bottom of the collapse of bishop Jaime Cardinal Sin. 
on Ms Arroyo’s persistent provalrating was fleeting, Edsa I rising in February Ambivalent public most previous coup attempts, The civilian intervention was 
rock-bottom public satisfac- ^ The other survey by Pulse 1986, the public mood of re- Моге revealing, especially except the rising of People not part of the Ramos-Enrile 
tion rating are dim. Asia in October showed 42 vulsion at the perceived cor- to coup plotters, isthe finding Power I and of People Power calculation. 


cial Weather Stations from Ms Arroyo as the “most cor- istration that had been cap- ipinos expressed willingness Тһе Trillanes coup attempt Miscalculation 
Nov. 30 to Dec. 3 showed that rupt President in Philippine tured by the survey did not “to do whatever is necessary at Oakwood in 2003 was Бай. Тһе civilian mass turned 
48 percent of respondents history,” followed by Marcos, translate into mass political (beyond public rallies and ly planned and ill-executed. back the Marcos tanks mov. 


were dissatisfied and 32 per- 35 percent, and Estrada 16 action to topple her. marches),” which is under- The second coup attempt at ing toward Crame. Marcos’ 
cent were satisfied with Ms Аг. percent. And yet, the same survey stood to mean to include ManilaPenwaseven worse. commanders refused to fire at 
royo's performance, despite found that three in five Fil- coups. This suggests that it — Unlike the Edsa I rebellion the civilian human wave and 
the grant of pardon to former Paradox ipinos (59 percent) thought a_ takes more than revulsion at by former Defense Secretary Marcos feared he would go 
President Estrada after ће had Cold comfort for Ms Ar- President should resign from corruption to trigger public Juan Ponce Enrile and Gen. down in history as the butch- 
been convicted of plunder. royo, in political terms, al- office if the President "toler- risings of the scale that de- Fidel Ramos in February 1986 er of the people. 

The survey found that one though she is perceived by ates corruption among gov. posed Marcos in February against the Marcos dictator- Trillanes and Lim did not 


out of two Filipinos approved Filipinos as "the most cor- ernment officials or is linked 1986 (Edsa I) and Estrada in ship, they raised an armed only have an armed force ex- 


cept a puny contin- 
gent. They miscal- 
culated ^ people 
would rush to the 
streets to support 
their mutiny at 
Oakwood and also. 
at Manila Pen as 
they declared 
withdrawal of sup- 
port for the Arroyo 
administration 

Except for Edsa I 
and at Edsa TI, peo- 
ple never went out 
to the streets to 
force out of office 
а — government. 
They neither 
rushed to the 
streets to defend 
the Aquino admin- 
istration nor re- 
sponded to the 
calls of renegade 
Col. Gregorio 
Honasan in his 
coup attempts. 

The  miscalcula- 
tions and romantic 
assumptions of Tril- 
lanes and Lim on 
people power were 
not only responsible 
for the collapse of 
their coup attempt. 
These also benefited 
the Arroyo regime. 

The outlook for 
2008 is bad for an 
ill-conceived and 
ill-timed coup at- 
tempt. The out- 
look for the recov- 
ery of Ms Arroyo's 
disapproval rating 
is equally dismal. 
Exogenous eco- 
nomic develop- 
ments and distur- 
bances are a threat 
to her economic 
performance. 
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Young RP singing star shines abroad 
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From pageAl contender—performing Теп” on Nov. 14 with the head- DeGeneres and Pempengco at the time, said DeGenerefl; 
song popularized by ыле line, "A Star Is Born." had shared a touching moment words touched Pempengco. “She?” 

perform on the syndicated talk Houston at the 2005 tilts grand Two days later Pempengco backstage. kept saying she couldn't believe it 

program, the Filipino teener finals. was featured in the Е! shows " "was happening to her." 

had already recorded a sev- n “Hollywood Royalty” segment. Importance of humility Now, Pempengco is on her 

en-track digital album in Swe- 988,972 hits On Nov. 28, viewers from all Said Borja: “While on the way way! to revisit Korea and per- 


den. 

‘Pempengco, the third placer 
on ABS-CBN's singing talent 
search program ‘Little Big 
Star" in 2005, had also ap- 
peared as a guest performer on 
"Star King," the reality show's 
Korean counterpart that airs оп 
Seoul Broadcasting System 
(SBS). 

In July, Pempengco inked a 
digital recording deal with the 
Swedish label Ten Song Ргодис- 


The second video, titled over the world witnessed De- totheirrespecive dressing rooms, fornion “Star King" again. 
“Face-off,” shows a clipof Pem- Generes personally inviting Ellen told Charice: You have a ^ Upon her return to Manila, 
pengco's “I Will Always Love Pempengco to appear on her great talent. You have to take саге = shejs set to work on her solo al- 
You" performance side by side show. ofit You must remain humble. Ве bum-under Star Records, Borja 
with the clip of “America’s Got The award-winning Ellen De- careful of the people who will be aid, and will have a shot at 
Talent” finalist Bianca Ryan рег. Generes show is an hourlong interested in you. Trust yourself recording the theme song of 
forming “And I Am Telling You daytime talk show ‘hosted by and follow your heart.” ABS-CBN's new drama series, 
Tm Not Going. the American stand-up comedi- ^ Borja, who was with the singer Bis May Buhay.” 
| 


То date, the “Face-off” video ап and television icon. It has 
has registered а total of won over 20 Daytime Emmy 


2 hits. i i d 
988,972 hits. Awards since its inception in R Pim Е Т "гүр €» 4 


In October, Pempengco re- 2003. 

ceived an invitation from SBS, 

tions. Among the songs she arguably one of the biggest Reduced to tears 

recorded were "Running Up Korean television networks, ^ Less than а month later, on 
That Hill,” “Stay,” her winning PEMPENGCO to perform on "Star King." Dec. 19, Pempengco was on 
piece (on "Little Big Star") "I This was after another “Ellen,” singing her two signa- 
Will Always Love You and charge of the album's physi- video—with Pempengco ture show-stoppers. Thé audi- 
originals “Amazing,” "All The cal distribution,” said singing "And I Am Telling ence gave het a standing ova- 


fr S. 


Money In The World,” “It Can Annabelle — Regalado-Borja, You,” from the “Dreamgirls” tion. She herself was in tears as mm mako your day? 1 
Only Get Better” and “Born То managing director of Star movie soundtrack—was the program host hugged her. т Saree pend yore ain 
Love You Forever.” Records Artists Management viewed on YouTube. “The performances brought + Bite өлө tron on tt ret wre 
Digital records are distribut- (Stram). 4 tears to Ellen's eyes, too" Borja - Eo yee up ip arme agsinet mo 
ed through the transfer of files Two videos of Pempengco Astarisborn said. eer 
via the Internet directly toaper- singing “I Will Always Love _ Pempengco’s “Star King” per- DeGeneres gifted the young Е imer 
СЕ ao Iu ke Zu 


"Because this was the case, Ten Songs Productions’, Adis- YouTube, found its way into Touch—Pempengco had lost 
we are now looking fora та. Adamson. The first video fea- American television when it hers en route to the studio in 
jor record label to take tures Pempengco—a wild-card was featured on "E! The Daily Burbank, California. 


Донал eris rte moan in our 
E anaa ез yous way to 


| 
| sonal computer. You" attracted the attention of formance, as recorded. on 


Gordon-Garcia 
tandem floated 
for 2010 polls 


From page Al 


Gordon, the loquacious former mayor of 4 џ j 
Olongapo City, visited Cebu on Dec. 15 as 7 / 
guest speaker during the launching of the 
Wonderful Star roll-on, roll-off vessel 
owned by Roble Shipping in what some 
quarters saw as a launching of his presiden- 
tial bid and probable running mate. 

‘The administration has no definite can- 
didates yet who may succeed Ms Arroyo, 
whose term ends in less than three years 


‘GG’ partnership 

In a statement released by Gordon's of- 
fice, Garcia, in her speech, praised the sena- 
tor for “his sincerity, his passion, his compe- 
tence that marks him as truly one deserving 
to lead our country.” 

She cited Gordon as a “presidentiable” 
and spoke of a “GG” partnership which, she 
said, stood for “Good Governance—Gor- 
don and Gwen.” 

“We have our responsibility to our coun- 
чу. And as Cebu now leads all other 
provinces, and as Cebu is now showing ev- 
eryone else that indeed it can be done with 
"GG-—Good Governance—Gordon апі 
Gwen,” said Garcia 

‘The governor also revealed that she had 
been a fan of Gordon’s forceful public 
speeches. 

“Way back, when Gordon was still mayor 
of Olongapo, whenever I will get a chance 
to listen to him on television, T will forget 
everything else because just listening to 
him truly inspires us to work and go to 
great lengths for the good of our country,” 
she said 

In response, Gordon said "GG" could 
stand for “Gwen Garcia or Gordon-Garcia 
or Gwen-Gordon or what anyone could call 
Good Governance.” 


Dynamic Cebu 

The senator said Garcia herself had been 
‘wooed by potential presidential candidates 
as a running mate, largely because of how 
she had transformed Cebu into a dynamic 
province. 

The Garcia family has been credited for 
delivering to the President the decisive 
votes in her reelection in 2004 in a land- 
slide victory in Cebu. 

Gordon said the province could be the 
model of economic progress for the entire 
Philippines as he compared its en- 
trepreneuria drive “to the spirit of La- 
pu-Lapu who successfully repulsed the first 
venture of Spanish conquest of the Philip. 
pines." 

The pairing conforms to the tradition of 
selecting candidates for president and vice 
president from either Luzon ог 
Visayas-Mindanao in order to cover a 
broader voting mass. 

Although both politicians are off the 
radar insofar as the top presidential and 
vice presidential candidates are con- 
cerned, pundits believe that having four or 
five bets fighting for one post can give the 
edge to candidates backed by the adminis- 
tration since 25 percent of the votes is 
enough to win it all. 

The administration is currently playing 

up in the preparation for the 2010 


Opposition candidates, mostly from the 
Senate, have dominated the popularity 
polls. They include Senate President Man- 
ny Villar, Senators Manuel Roxas II, Panfilo 
Lacson and Loren Legarda. 
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Source of hope 


HE GREAT RELIGIONS SHARE A COMMON RE- 
gard for the pilgrim. Indeed, the very idea of pil- 
grimage is central to many of them. By this we 
mean, not only the cleansing journey to a religious desti- 
nation that the devout undertake, but life on earth as it- 
self а pilgrim's journey. That would make all of us tran- 
sients, travelers just passing through. 

For those who share in the consola- 
EDITORIALS tionsoffaith, the temporariness of life 
is not an omen of despair but a sign of 

hope. More than a sign, itis a condition. 

In the Christian view, true hope comes from outside 
time. Pope Benedict XVI, in his second encyclical "Spe 
Salvi," reminds us of two lessons of history. First, modern 
man learned to define hope as “faith in progress." Sec- 
ond, that hope has been repeatedly frustrated, by man's 
own ambiguous, indeed ambivalent, nature. The work of 
science, to give one example, can be used for either good 
or evil. The advance in economic management, to give 
another, fosters a materialistic view of human develop- 
ment, to the detriment of the spiritual. 

In the Christian view, therefore, the hope that springs 
eternal has its true source outside of human experience. 
But this source is not only outside of time; it is also, essen- 
tially, specifically, time-bound. The birth of the Messiah 
the Christian world celebrates beginning tonight is an ac- 
tual fact; in the Christian view, the incarnation is God in- 
serting himself into history. 

The vigorous Catholicism of writers like G. К. Chester- 
ton and our own Horacio de la Costa taught many to see 
(and to welcome) the upside-down quality in the Chris- 
tian faith: It is a religion of reversal, where the last shall 
be first and the poor inherit the earth. And where the ob- 
ject of pilgrimage becomes а pilgrim himself, a fellow 
transient. He is one of us; He is God-with-us. 

‘This undeserved oneness is the true source of Christian 
hope. 


Sources of hope 


TURBULENT YEAR IS RUSHING TO AN END. THIS 
month's extended holidays give us an occasion to re- 
flect on the turbulence. 
fuch of the turmoil was, and remains, political. The 
mid-term elections drew high public interest and drove a 
high voter turnout, but it also deepened political divi- 
sions. One public scandal after another outraged the pub- 
lic and at the same time confirmed it in its disaffection. 
‘The political killings continued to fester, like a cancer that 
has metastasized out of control. The growing unpopulari- 
ty of President Macapagal-Arroyo and the small-minded- 
ness and short-termism of much of the political opposi- 
tion have sharpened the legitimacy issue, turning it into a 
two-edged sword. And so on, ad nauseam. 

But 2007 was also, and eminently, a year of hope. Indeed, 
InquiRER editors voting for Filipino of the Year have to 
choose from the most inspiring lineup of choices in years. 

‘The decision of the Sandiganbayan special division 
convicting deposed President Joseph Estrada of plunder 
showed a remarkable consistency of purpose and lucidity 
of thought. The mid-term elections showed continuing 
maturity among Filipino voters. Isabela Gov. Grace Pada- 
ca was reelected, celebrity senatorial candidates who ran 
only on their fame were resoundingly trounced, and 
priest-on-leave Among Ed Panlilio won the governorship 
of Pampanga over two traditional politicians, in dramatic 
fashion. 

The Supreme Court, under the leadership of its new 
Chief Justice, Reynato Puno, convened an extraordinary 
summit to confront the grim specter of political killings 
that continues to haunt the countryside. In October, it 
promulgated a new legal remedy, the writ of amparo, 
which offered hope to those whose loved ones were vic- 
tims of forced disappearances. Edita Burgos, whose un- 
ceasing and uncompromising search for her son Jonas, 
believed to be abducted by rogue military agents, provid- 
ed the nation with a stirring profile in courage. And jour- 
nalists everywhere, intent only on doing their job, pushed 
back when administration hard-liners mounted fresh as- 
saults on press freedom. 

These Filipinos, like many others toiling in obscurity, 
did what needed to be done. In the process, they offer 
hope for everyone, 
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“Let our hearts be the 
new manger where the 
infant Jesus will be found.” 


А MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYBODY, IN- 
cluding President Macapagal-Arroyo. May the 
light of reason and justice shine upon her. 

Convicted child rapist Romeo Jalosjos 
has just made a laughing stock of the Presi 
dent, Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, the 
New(?) Bilibid Prisons, and our justice sys- 
tem asa whole. (I did not include officials of 
Bilibid because Jalosjos could not have left 
the premises of the penitentiary without the 
consent of these officials. The best that can 
be said of them is that they are stupendous- 
ly incompetent.) 

How can a high-profile prisoner sentenced 
to two life terms like Jalosjos, whom no less 
than the President has ordered to be kept in 
prison, and whose whereabouts Gonzalez 
supposedly monitored, leave the prison, fly to 
Dapitan in Zamboanga del Norte in a private 
plane accompanied by bodyguards, without 
the prison officials and guards knowing about 
it? He has made a mockery of the orders of the 
President and Gonzalez, and has shown that 
‘our justice system is full of holes. It proves the 
rumors that privileged prisoners at Munti go 
and come at will, that prisoners can go out on 
murder missions and return to prison at night 
to give them an alibi. 

Even before Jalosjos’ flight, Gonzalez 
said he has already scolded the prisons di 
rector, Ricardo Dapat, for being so lax. Obvi- 
ously a mere scolding is not enough. Dapat 
siguro Dapat should be meted out a more se- 
rious punishment, such as dismissal. 

I mean, with all the brouhaha around 
Jalosjos, the order from Malacafiang to 
keep him in prison, and Jalosjos’ arrogant 
and intransigent attitude in insisting that he 
is no longer a prisoner, prison officials 
should have been more alert and strict. But 
he just walked out of prison without any- 
body accosting him. Can our prison guards 
be trusted to even keep pigs ina pen? 

‘Anyway, Jalosjos’ excuse in flying to his 
home turf is that he has been “released” for 
“good behavior" What good behavior? Is 
what he just did good behavior? 


THIS YEAR, SANTA CLAUS FOR ME ISNT THE 
fellow in a red outfit performing the feat of de- 
fying gravity in his overweight state, with the 
aid of Rudolph and company, and taking chim- 
neys for landing pads. He is a reedy fellow with 
a scraggly beard and a patch in one eye, with 
or without a parrot on his shoulders, looking 
not unlike Johnny Depp in “Pirates of the 
Caribbean,” talking with the strong accents of 
the South. He isn't exclaiming, "Ho, ho, ho," he 
is chortling "Yo ho ho." 

1 haven't been to the pirates’ lairs for some 
time, and went there shortly after 1 came back 
from abroad. I was bowled over by a recent de- 
velopment. It wasnt merely that Edus and 
Bong's efforts notwithstanding (their public ex- 
change of un-pleasantries early this month was 
‘vastly entertaining), the volume of the trade had 
grown by leaps and bounds. (It's probably the 
fastest-growing cottage industry in the country 
today, and the one thats most labor intensive.) 
Its also that, more than the quantity the quality 
of the offerings has made a quantum leap. 

You'll still find the usual stuff that sells for a 
song but is just as throwaway as one, the kind 
that reminds you of the early Betamax tapes 
where the characters sound as though they are 
talking underwater. Or where the subtitles 
read like the manual in a made-in-China appli- 
ance, which I suspect is expressly written to 
torture the English grammarian. That is espe- 
cially true of more recent Hollywood movies. If 
you have a suki in those lairs, he or she will 
readily apprise you of the fact—"Hindi pa yan 
DVD, sir’—but will often insist it is a "clear 
сору" It is in fact neither one nor the other, but 
you'll be well advised to steer clear of debating 
the concept of “clear” with a vendor talking 
with the strong accents of the South. 

You'll still find that stuff, but you will find 
something else, and that is the real treasure 
trove. I don't know where they're coming from, 
but they now have discs that are startlingly 
clear. I suspect they were copied from the origi- 
nal DVDs but compressed to fit single-layer 


Neal H. Cruz AE. 

What Jalosjos has done is show that he 
does not deserve executive clemency. The 
President should withdraw it. If she has the 
power to give clemency, she also has the 
power not to, and to withdraw what she has 
erroneously given. 

Gonzalez said he has ordered the arrest 
of Jalosjos, but then softened it by saying 
that he understands that the prisoner just 
“wants to spend some time with his family." 
What? 50 now any prisoner who wants to 
spend some time with his family can walk 
‘out of prison anytime and go home? 

The latest word is that Jalosjos, when ar- 
rested, will not be taken back to Munti but 
confined in a Zamboanga jail. That’s like 
throwing a turtle into the river. 

So now Jalosjos can throw a party in jail 
and invite his supporters and they can ex- 
plode fireworks and make merry and it 
would be just like old times. Happy days are 
here again! That's the surest way to encour- 
age other prisoners to also escape. 

‘What Jalosjos deserves is the bartolina, 
just like other escaped prisoners when re- 
captured. And he should be meted out an 
additional jail term just like other escapees. 
No favoritism please. Can the GMA adminis- 
tration live this down? 

It is Christmas Eve and if you still haven't 
bought gifts for friends, there is an easier way 
than to brave the crush and pickpockets at Di- 
visoria and the malls. Send gifts то your friends 
through the Philippine Animal Welfare Society 
(PAWS). 

Here's how to do it: Donate to PAWS in the 
name of your friends. PAWS will take care of 
sending the cards announcing that you have do- 


Yo ho ho 


discs. There's some visual degradation, particu- 
larly where the movie is long, but the material 
itselfis, to say the least, remarkably watchable. 

1 know ГЇЇ get into an argument with de- 
fenders of GATT-decreed intellectual property 
rights with this again, but 1 don't mind. ГЇ de- 
bate the point some other day. ГЇ just push on 
gleefully meanwhile. 

What makes the new “stash” a veritable 
treasure trove is not just the heightened quali- 
ty of the discs, it is also the eye-popping range 
of its titles. These are not just Hollywood 
movies, these are movies from all over the 
world. And these are not just action and ro- 
mance variety of movies, some of them are ver- 
itable classics, including movies gathered un- 
der the Criterion Collection. Most of these you 
will not find in the video outlets in the malls 
even if you wanted to buy the original. Much of 
‘what's sold in the malls are popular Hollywood 
movies of recent vintage, with a sprinkling of 
old-time Hollywood favorites. 

A few of the titles Гуе acquired lately sug- 
gests the size and depth of the pirate's ch 
“Gabbeh,” an Afghan film that has won raves 
from critics; a couple of Alain Delon movies 
from Criterion, "The Red Circle” and "Samurai"; 
David Lynch's cult favorite "Inland Empire"; “A 
Тош de Suit,” an official Cannes selection; three 
movies by Louis Malle (“Murmur of the Heart,” 
"Аш Revoir Les Infants,” “Elevator Gallows”); 
"The Night of the Sunflowers” (Spanish); Felli- 
nis “Amarcord”; ry "Boccaccio 70"; 
Michael Haneke's "Die Klaverspelieren" ("The 
Piano Teacher"); Jean Pierre Melville's "Army of 
Shadows, about the French Resistance during 


mated a certain amount in their names as gifts 
and thanking them and you for your thought- 
fulness and kindness. Easy, di ba? No hassle, no 
pickpockets, no traffic. PAWS’ telephone num- 
ber is 4827695. Donations by corporations to 
PAWS, by the way, is tax-deductible, 

Your donation will be used to feed and take 
care of abandoned animals rescued by PAWS 
and kept in their rescue centers. These poor 
animals are rehabilitated and trained to be 
good family pets and offered for adoption to 
responsible families. 

1f you want a dog or a cat for pets, don't buy 
puppies or kittens from breeders. They are not 
only expensive but also encourage breeders to 
mass produce them for profit. Look first at the 
pets offered for adoption by PAWS. 

When you get a puppy or a kitten, you don't 
know how they will look like and behave when 
they grow up. But when you adopt adult dogs 
and cats, you can already see how they look like 
and behave. What you see is what you get. Also 
they are guaranteed to be healthy and have 
been trained to be good family pets. PAWS will 
not allow an animal to be adopted if it has not 
been properly trained even if you want it. 


Kapihan Notes: There will be no Kapihan 
за Manila (Hotel) and Plaridel lunch today, 
Christmas Eve, and next Monday New 
Year's Eve. The next Kapihan and lunch will 
be on Jan. 7, 2008. 

TODAYS JOKES: There will be no nativity 
scene this Christmas in Congress. They cant 
find three wise men and a virgin from among its 
members. But there are enough asses to fill the 
stable. The House has offered other animals as 
well, like crocodiles, snakes and vultures. 

From a Christmas homily for congress- 
men: Hold оп to faith; it makes things possi- 
ble. 

Hold on to hope; it enables us to be posi- 
tive. 

Hold on to love; it gives meaning to life. 

Hold on to GMA; she gives money at the 
Palace. 


World War П; Lindsay Anderson's “if,” a classic 
of my generation along with “Blow Up” (the lat- 
ter Tve had for a long time); Kon Ichikawa's 
"The Burmese Harp”; Gilo Pontecorvo's “The 
Battle of Algiers.” 

The last 1 was delighted to find, having been 
looking for it for some time (1 have “Burn” and 
“27 and the "The Battle of Algiers” completes the 
three favorite movies of my activist days). I 
watched it again and saw how well it had aged; 
зо much of it—a war of liberation that resorted 
to bombing and assassination—still finds echoes 
in today's news. 1 was looking for Iranian movies 
but found none among the new crop. 1 do have 
‘Abbas Kiarostami’s "10" and "The Wind Will Car- 
ту Us," but they were from long ago. While at 
this, you have to wonder how we, who have had 
several decades of moviemaking behind us and 
enjoy various freedoms compared to Iran and 
Afghanistan, have fallen behind them (among 
other countries) in making big-time waves cine- 
ma-wise. As Abbas shows, you don't need an 
awesome budget to make world-class movies, 
you need only an awesome imagination. 

Frankly, with these kinds of movies, 1 don't 
greatly mind that Edu and/or Bong make life 
miserable for those who would like only to see 
the latest commercial movies. f only to compel 
us to see а world beyond Hollywood and the 
United States. If only to drive us to discover the 
awesome, mysterious and magical world of Eu- 
тореап, Latin American, Arab and Asian cinema. 
There's a vast, uncharted (by us) territory out 
there waiting to be discovered—no, demanding 
to be discovered. And courtesy of the Chi- 
nese/Maranao descendants of Francis Drake, ог 
indeed the Chinese/Maranao descendants of the 
pre-1776 proto-Americans who freely copied 
and distributed British books to educate the bur- 
geoning colonial population, you can get there as 
a tourist on a cheap, no-frills, budget. 

Some people prefer to hear, "Ho, ho, ho,” 
anda cascade of gifts. Others prefer to hear “Yo 
ho ho," and a bottle of rum. 

The rum is optional. 
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ТГІЅ ASAD DAY FOR THE COUNTRY WHEN THE 
president of a responsible big business organiza- 
tion like the Federation of Philippine Industries 
fails to see that what fueled whatever emotion 
has been poured into the Sumilao controversy 
was the disregard of the law. Yes, big business has 
the money to do what it wants to do—but it 
should be only within the parameters of the law. 
certainly hope that Jesus Arranza does not speak 
for the entire membership of the federation. If he 
does, the rule of law in the Philippines is in real 
trouble. 

The executive order issued by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo reversing the conversion order on the 
Sumilao property far from being a signal that the 
rule of law will not be followed (as claimed by Mr. 
Arranza of the federation) is in fact a signal that 
business, no matter how big, is not above the law. 
An honest reading of the EO should show how in 
factitis all about letting the law take its course, This 
is, after all, what fair thinking big business wants. 

Recall that under the Agrarian Reform Law the 
farmers had been granted Certificates of Land 
‘Ownership (CLOAs) which were registered in the 
Register of Deeds. But big business, under a 
promise of an ambitious development ofthe land, 
petitioned that the land be converted instead to 
agro-industrial uses. The farmers opposed the pe- 
tition all the way to the Supreme Court, The farm- 
ers lost. The CLOA which had been granted to 
them was taken back, 

Helpless, the farmers waited in the expectation 
that they might afterall benefit from the conver- 
sion order. In the end, however, the farmers real- 
ized that they had been had. 

The Department of Agrarian Reform, hoping to 
insure that conversion petitions would not tum 
‘out simply as a subterfuge for foiling land reform, 
had imposed a condition on the triumphant busi- 
ness enterprise that it should complete conversion 
within five years or lose the conversion right. 
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ESS ba 
_ The triumphant big business did not even be- 


gin the conversion. Under the law, this was 
ground for revocation of the conversion order. 
‘Thus the President did what she had to do. She 
ordered the reversion of the property to agricul- 
tural use. As the authority charged with the re- 
sponsibility of implementing the law, the Presi- 
dent did what she had todo. 

In the meantime, however, the original devel- 
oper had sold the land to another big business. 
Under the law, the successor to the original peti- 
tioner is bound to follow the terms of the ap- 
proved conversion. The successor big business, 

reasons of its own, chose not to follow the 
terms of the original conversion order and in- 
stead embarked on a different project. Where is 
the rule of law here, Mr. Arranza? 

The Presidents EO has started the process of 
righting a long standing legal wrong. It is an ini- 
tial attempt to impose the rule of law. Will big 
business cooperate or oppose it? Mr. Arranza 
might; I doubt that others will. 

More than five years ago, President Fidel V. 
Ramos tried to modify the conversion order he had 
approved and proposed instead what was then 
called a “win-win” solution. Under this solution, 
Ramos authorized the conversion of 44 hectares to 
agro-industrial use and 100 hectares for agricul- 
tural use by farmers. But big business opposed 
Ramos and the Supreme Court, on technical 
grounds, did not allow Ramos to change his mind. 

If the Supreme Court had been more broad- 
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minded then and had allowed the extension of 
the period of appeal, as in fact Justice Reynato 
Puno (now Chief Justice) and Justice Jose Melo 
‘wanted to, perhaps we would not be having to- 
day's Sumilao controversy. 

But that is water under the bridge. We are now 
where we are. 

The President has declared that the Sumilao 
property is covered under land reform. She has the 
power to do so. The declaration, however, is not a 
fairys magic wand. Before the farmers can truly 
win what they have been fighting for, there still are 
obstacles to be hurdled. In this contest, the farmers 
need a champion. Who can help them? 

Ме should not underestimate what the Presi- 
dent can do. The DAR is under her control and 
the powers of the DAR are really her powers. She 
can speed up the process, all within the law, even 
ifthe DAR secretary again chooses to delay. 

Who can oppose the farmers? Big business, ifit 
chooses to, can prolong the agony of the farmers. 
‘The DAR estimates about a year before every- 
thing is completed. But if big business chooses to 
prolong the legal battle and wage it all the way to 
the Supreme Court, it will be a long wait for the 
farmers. 

‘And it will be David against Goliath. Goliath 
will not come out smelling roses. 

In this season of hope, however, itis not impos- 
sible for big business, specifically San Miguel 
Foods, to cooperate in letting the real rule of law 
prevail arid perhaps help in forging a voluntary 
‘win-win solution. I am convinced that most of big 
business also have the welfare of the underprivi- 
leged at heart. Ican read as much in what Mr. Ra- 
mon Ang of San Miguel has said. But the welfare 
of the underprivileged need not be achieved the 
big business way. Let the Није people decide what 
is best for themselves and for their dignity as hu- 
man beings—especially since they have the law 
on their side! 


A Christmas message 


THIS PIECE WAS INSPIRED BY THE CHRISTMAS 
message of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo that I 
caught on ANC Friday night. True to the tradition 
of her speeches and pronouncements these past 
years, itis admittedly a classic. 

So in this season of kindness and goodwill 1 
thought it would be best to share with you some- 
thing I did not write myself (honestly, there are so 
many times that I myself can't tell where my writ- 
ing goes, and in this season of kindness and good. 
will...) which I am passing on especially to all 
leaders and politicians who are men and women 
of goodwill. tis, I believe, an excellent Christmas 
‘message to end a politically turbulent year. 

This is an excerpt from a manuscript written pre- 
sumably between 1360 and 1350 В.С, and how 
got down to us is an awesome story in itself. Chi 
nese scholars attributed its authorship to Confucius, 
others to Lao Tze or Lao Kiun of the Tao sect, while 
still others concluded that it was written by Bramin 
Damdamis. But modern research, especially those 
borne out by archaeological excavations in Egypt 
and Jerusalem “within the past hundred years” 
(from the time perspective of 1925, when the book 
‘was first published), and certain references in the 
‘work itself show that it could not have been written 
by ‘anyone of their time, or nation or beliefs,” ac- 
cording то the preface ofthe book. ` 

The more logical conclusion, it appears, is that 
it was written by Amenhotep IV, Pharaoh of 
Egypt, or by some of his successors in the “great 
school of mysticism” that he founded. Amen- 
hotep rejected the priesthood teachings and idol 
‘worship of Egypt and established a monotheistic, 
mystical religion. In the history of religions, he is 
cited as the first man in the civilized world to pro- 
claim belief in one God, and he has been called 
“the greatest modernist of all times.” 

The original from which the English translation. 
was eventually made was written in the Tibetan 
language and, according го the Grand Lama and his 
associates at the temple at Lhasa, the manuscript 
has been in their possession since 732 A.D. 

1n 1747 the emperor of China sent a scholar of 
antiquities to the Grand Lama seeking permission 


THERE SEEMS TO BE A CONSENSUS THAT 
Christmas stops being 100- percent fun after the 
age of 12. After that age, one has to stop living to 
receive birthday and Christmas tribute from 
adoring adults, and learn to share and give to 
one's friends and family, too. A pee see 
decorated with scribbles in crayon won't do. 

1 once asked a distinguished society matron 
(sadly past her prime by the time I talked to her), 
who'd lived a life of unbridled luxury, what toys 
she had as a child. She paused. I could see she 
‘was making an effort to poke at the cobwebs that 
encrusted her mind and trapped, often irre- 
deemably, the memories there. 

“You know,” she said eventually, "I don't re- 
member.” 

“Oh,” I said, disappointed. 

“Bur,” she said, perking up, “I remember this.” 

_ "What?" I inquired, with a tingle of anticipa- 
tion, 

She smiled, turned to me, and said, “I had 
plenty!” 

And so we sat, quietly, for all of five minutes, 
savoring the afterglow of vanished memories but 
more durable emotions. 

For a child, quantity, not quality, matters in terms 
of Christmas presents. Unless, of course, a present 
arrives imbued with so much desirability that it 
gives the kid bragging rights for the entire year. 

_ For my generation, the Gift of Gifts was the 
biggest Voltes V action figure, the kind that could 
be disassembled into its component spaceships. It 
was such an object of peer envy that I know peo- 
ple who felt so disadvantaged that, years later, 
they splurged their first salaries on that toy. 

‘The thing is, for every case of someone heading 
home in the mall, triumphantly bearing a 
Japanese robot paid for with his own salary, 
there's someone else who received the robot as a 
present—and was clever enough not to play with 
it, but instead, keep it in its box, to be hoarded 
and later sold for an immense profit. 

Iwonder if there isn't a circle of hell reserved 
for these natural-born capitalists, who early in 
life set aside one of the privileges of child- 
hood—a shameless insistence on immediate 
gratification—for the Scrooge-like satisfaction 
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to study ancient scrolls in the temple library. The 
emissary translated this particular manuscript in- 
to Chinese and in 1749 an English scholar travel- 
ing in Peking (now Beijing) got hold of a copy and 
translated it into English 

In explaining the style and language in which he 
translated the work from the Chinese, the unnamed 
English scholar wrote in his letter to his patron, the 
Earl of Derby: “The sublime manner of thinking 
which appeared in the introduction, the great ener- 
gy of expression, and the shortness of the sentences 
naturally led me to this kind of style.” 

Reproduced here is Chapter 4 of Book Five, en- 
titled “Magistrates and Subjects.” 

"0 Thou! the favourite of Heaven, whom the 
sons of men, thy equals, have agreed to raise to the 
sovereign power, and set asa rule over themselves; 
consider the ends and importance of their trust far 
тоге than the dignity and height of thy station. 

“Thou art clothed in purple, and seated on a 
throne, the crown of majesty investeth thy temples, 
the scepter of power is placed in thy hand; but not 
for thyself were these ensigns given; not meant for 
thine own, but the good of thy kingdom. 

“The glory of a king is the welfare of his people; 
his power and dominion resteth on the hearts of 
his subjects. 

“The mind of a great prince is exalted with the 
grandeur of his situation; he resolveth high things, 
and searcheth for business worthy of his power. 

“He calleth together the wise men of his king- 
dom, he consulteth among them with freedom, 
and heareth the opinions of them all. 

"He looketh among his people with discern- 
ment, he discovereth the abilities of men, and 
employeth them according to their merits. 


Joy is a toy 
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of profiteering. 

Surely you've encountered such kids. They have 
an instinctive, and extremely shrewd, understand- 
ing of the value of things, and once mom and dad 
give them an outstanding present, they scurry off, 
and hide it. The hoard grows, toys later on joined 
by comic books and other curios, until the decades 
have rolled by, puberty and their teenage unpopu- 
larity are forgotten, at which time they start selling. 
their presents and raking in the cash. 

IRR. Tolkien probably had such kids in mind, 
when he created the greedy dragon Smaug, who 
literally lolled around on a pile of gold, gloryin 
in his own avarice. Many a writer with a moral 
sense has done likewise, populating children's 
stories with creatures and characters who come 
to a nasty end, because of their refusal to cherish 
the awe, wonder and irresponsibility that child- 
hood's supposed to bring. 

Unfortunately, real life isn't like Tolkien's Mid- 
die Earth, and so the Smaug-kids are the ones who 
end up laughing all the way to the bank, while ev- 
eryone else has to make do with reminiscing about 
the toys they used to have, once upon a time. 

‘With the nostalgia for the toys-that-once-were 
comes a kind of exasperation with the toys of to- 
day Taken to extremes, it leads to the kind of in- 
house homilies that can be a source of great 
amusement for less sensitive children. 

You know the drill. “Oh, in the old days, we 
played with blocks of wood! We had no video 
games that rot the brain! We used our imagina- 
tions! Our blocks of wood could be piled up to cre- 
ate palaces, or fortifications, or, if we were hungry, 
‘we could gnaw on them and play with the splin- 
ters!" Followed by a lecture on how fortunate to- 
day's kids are to be luxuriating in homes with elec- 
tricity and who enjoy the wonders of television. 


“His magistrates are just, his ministers are wise 
and the favourite of his bosom deceiveth him not, 

“He smileth on the arts, and they flourish; the 
sciences improve beneath the culture of his hand. 

"With the leamed and ingenious he delighteth 
himself, he kindleth in their breasts emulation, and 
the glory of his kingdom is exalted by their labours. 

“The spirit of the merchant who extendeth his 
commerce, the skill of the farmer who enricheth 
his lands, the ingenuity of the artist, the improve- 
ments of the scholar; all these he honoureth with 
his favour, or rewardeth with his bounty. 

"He planteth new colonies, he buildeth strong 
ships, he openeth rivers for convenience, he 
formeth harbours for safety; his people abound in 
riches, and the strength of his kingdom increaseth. 

"He frameth his statutes with equity and wis- 
dom; his subjects enjoy the fruits of their labour 
in security; and their happiness consists in their 
observance of the law. 

“He foundeth his judgments on the principles 
of mercy; but, in the punishment of offenders, he 
is strict and impartial. 

"His ears are open to the complains of his sub- 
jects; he restraineth the hand of their oppressors, 
and delivereth them from tyranny. 

“His people therefore look up to him as a fa- 
ther, with reverence and love; they consider him 
as the guardian of all they enjoy. 

“Their affection unto him begetteth in his 
breast a love of the public; the security of their 
happiness is the object of his care. 

“Мо murmurs against him arise in their hearts, 
the machinations of his enemies endanger not his 
state. 

“His subjects are faithful, and firm in his cause; 
they stand in his defense as a wall of brass; the 
army of a tyrant flieth before them as a chaff be- 
fore the wind. 

“Security and peace bless the dwellings of his 
people; and glory and strength encircle his throne 
forever.” 

А very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New 
Year to all my readers. Thank you very much and 
God Bless! 


Such sermonettes, I suppose, are preferable to 
parents who insist on being hideously out of 
touch when it comes to gift-giving. One year, my 
father expended a tremendous amount of energy, 
as it involved contacting a cousin in Mexico, the 
last place on earth where the toy he wanted to 
procure was still manufactured. Handing me the 
present, he excitedly burbled about the hours and. 
hours of educational fun he had, circa 1934, play- 
ing with his Meccano set. 

"This must be an amazing thing, I said to myself, 
as tore open the wrapper. I opened the box. "You 
gave me ... nuts and bolts? And steel plate?" I fi- 
nally said, in disbelief, 

He turned red, and said, “Well, yes. You get the 
sheet metal, which has perforations, and you 
screw them together? He rummaged through the 
box and took out some bits and pieces. "Look, if 
you get this piece, and thread this screw through 
the perforation, and get another, smaller piece, 
like this one, and then don’t attach the nut on too 
tight, it can be a propeller" 

‘What really got my goat was that at that point, 
he spun the bit of metal and smiled, and said, 
‘“Whirr, whirr. Add wings and it's... }don't know, 
a Stuka dive-bomber!” 

1 made the best of it and said, "Wheel" I knew 
better than to push my luck and launch an impas- 
sioned protest on the basis of my absolute lack of 


a mechanical orientation. 
The funny thing is (and it proves how adapt- 
able children can be) that I did end up spending 


many hours playing with my Meccano set, but 
perhaps in а way no one would have imagined. 
Since was utterly unmechanically inclined, I dis- 
covered that you could use the various nuts and 
bolts to symbolize soldiers and tanks. Better yet, 
you could simply throw the nuts and bolts at real 
toy soldiers, all the better to slay them with. 

But that was in a more innocent age, when 
boys could play with toy soldiers, and find all 
sorts of ways to massacre armies, without feeling 
any guilt. Today, of course, the Toys for Peace 
movement frowns on such things. 

After all, you can never do wrong by giving a 
kid a box of paints. Impossible to hoard, and a joy 
touse. 


Anl 


Merry Christmas, 


senior citizens 


FIRST OF ALL, LET ME GREET THE ALABANG SENIORS 
Golf Association (ASGA) led by Archie Lacson after a most 
enjoyable two-day golf toumament—mostly in the rain—at 
the Alabang Golf and Country Club. While we didn't do too 
well with partner Mel Goyena, it was a great way to wrap up 


one. 
Also I would like to 
congratulate _ the 
Camp Aguinaldo Se- 
niors Golf Association. 
led by Clyde Fernan- 
dez for а successful 
year-end tournament 
‘which saw the atten- 
dance of many senior 


golfers civilian and military ed by AFP Chief of Staff беп. 
Hermogenes Esperon Jr. and former President Fidel V 
Ramos. Kudos also go to Aguinaldo Club manager Rey 
Ochosa for the many improvements of the course, especially 
the introduction of the golf carts for the benefit of the senior 
players. We hope to see more of these innovations in the 


months ahead. 


Also high on my list of golfing events during the past few 
weeks was the annual Philippine Navy Golf Tournament, 
which came to a close with a fantastic evening capped by the 
Mother of All Raffles. The grand prize was a Toyota Vios 
which originally was offered as a hole-in-one premium, 
Since it was not won during the tournament, the Navy decid- 
ей to raffle it off during the awards night. I don't think any 
golf club in this country has been able to match the Navy 
prizes. Congratulations to Rear Adm. Amable Tolentino, 


chair of the Philippine Navy Golf Club. 


Incidentally, for golfers and other athletes who may be 
suffering from sprains, bruises, contusions or similar injuries 


because of sports a 


ities, there's a young myovasothera- 


pist (one who specializes in muscles and blood vessels), 
Miguel del Prado, who has built up a reputation for the suc- 
cessful treatment of all kinds of difficulties associated with 


‘our muscles, tendons and ligaments. 


Miguel is the son of Jose Ramon del Prado, a La Sallite 
now running the family farm in Negros Oriental. He is also 
the grandson of Jose del Prado, a classmate of former AFP 
Chief of Staff Gen. Manuel Yan, at the Philippine Military 
Academy. Both belong to the class of 1941. Miguel probably 
has the cutest email address in town miggyako@ya- 
hoo.com. You can check him out if you need help at Tel. No. 


8926397. 


This Christmas season, we thank the Almighty for the 


healing hands of this gifted young man. 


For most of the year, 1 have been discussing in this space 
the various benefits that have come our way as senior citi- 
zens, Foremost among them has been the 20-percent dis- 
count that we enjoy in the purchase of medicines and meals 
ina restaurant. So far, we have made steady progress in cre- 
ating a greater awareness ofthe laws covering these entitle- 
ments, but we still have a long way to go for the full enjoy- 
ment of what is called for in the Constitution аз far as senior 


citizens are concerned. 


Today, I would like to turn away from those benefits and 
entitlements in order to focus on a list of ideas that touch on 
our lives as senior citizens. You may have come across them 
in different ways, possibly as the Ten Commandments of se- 
nior citizens, or as rules for those who are 60 and above. 

Letme dwell on justa few of them as food for thought dur- 


ing the holiday season. 


1. Let's face it and accept the fact that we are getting old. 
‘This has consequences and somehow we must learn to adjust 
in view of our limitations. We can moan about aging or we 
can rejoice in the wisdom that goes hand in hand with expe- 


rience. 


The comedian Lucille Ball looked at things from a differ- 
ent perspective. Instead of thinking in terms of getting old, 
she focused on the secret of staying young. She said, “The se 
стег of staying young is to live honestly, eat slowly and lie 


about your age.” 


2. Plan and spend what you've saved. You deserve to enjoy 
it in the few healthy years left in your life. Travel if you can 
afford it. Don't leave anything for your children or loved 
ones to quarrel about. Instead of helping, you can even cause 


more trouble when you're gone. 


During our last visit to the United States, I picked up an in- 
teresting book, entitled “1003 Great Things About Getting 
Older" There's a chapter on "Why You Owe It To Yourself To. 
Die Poor.” It is written from the American viewpoint, but 


some of the thoughts are applicable to all of us. 


“Many people behave as though the purpose of having 
money is not to buy the home they ve always dreamed of, but 
to ensure that their grandchildren will be able to fly business. 
class to their funeral. This behavior makes no sense. Why 
sacrifice now so that you can be wealthy when you're dead? 


"Here's what you should do: 


“e Cash in your life insurance. You insured your life when 
you were young because you were worried that your kids 
might not get to college if anything happened to you. Well, 
nothing happened to you and your children all have diplo- 
mas. More to the point, they have mentioned nothing about 
paying you back. So, dump your policy and invest those pre- 


miums in the finest wines available. 


“e Borrow, borrow, borrow. If you don’t want to sell your 
house, turn it from an asset into a liability. Take out the 
biggest loan you can, set aside just enough to cover the 
monthly payments between now and your estimated date of 


death, and spend, spend, spend. 


“e Sell the family jewels. If you hang on to your diamonds, 
your children will auction them off before your corpse is 
cold. Sell everything now and spend the proceeds on stuff 


that you can eat, drink, drive or use. 


“З. Enjoy your life with your spouse, children, grandchil- 
dren and friends. People love you for yourself, not for what 
You have. If they love you for what you have, they will just be 


a source of misery for you. 


“4. Befriend death. It’s part of life. Don't be afraid of it. Ies 
the beginning of a new and better life. So prepare yourself, 


not for death, but for a new life. 


Former French President Francois Mitterand made the fol- 
lowing comments before his death due to prostate cancer: 
"The fear of death is virtually meaningless. We need to have 
the humility that in death, we are in the company of count- 
less others and that death is the only certain destiny that 
awaits us all. I am not overly pre-occupied with death, but 
rather by the enormous question mark it represents. Is it 
nothingness? That's possible. If it is not, then what a great 


adventure lies ahead." 


The INQUIRER is a member ofthe 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 
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Duterte showed 


MAYOR RODRIGO DUTERTE IS 
one local government executive 
whom other local officials would 
like to emulate but, sad to say, 
can't. In many instances, during 
his previous tenure as the chief ex- 
ecutive of Davao City, Mayor 
Duterte showed that he could ex- 
excise political will. 

strongly feel that he will again 


ban the sale of firecrackers and 
pyrotechnics to prevent the loss of 
lives and damage to limbs and 
properties. More importantly, he 
will again urge his constituents to 
observe the solemnity of Christ- 
mas and celebrate it better with 
the true meaning of the birth of 
Jesus Christ in mind. 

We hope that all the other LGU 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


OPINION 


ban can work 


executives and the national lead- 
ership will also be able to exercise 
the political will to ban the use of 
firecrackers. 
Let us all have a really happy 
and blessed Christmas season. 
—JERRY A. QUIBILAN, 
Crusaders for Peace, Prosperity, 
Unity, and Love, 
Jerryaquibilan@yahoo.com 


Balikbayan searching for wife’s relatives in Leyte 


1 HAVE BEEN AN AVID READER 
of the Inquirer ever since I re- 
turned form the United States. 1 
am 82 years old and served in the 
government for almost 30 years. 1 
am a World War П veteran waiting 
-for the approval by the US 
Congress of the proposed law on 
‘equity rights and the supposed in- 
crease of our pension from the 
Philippine government. 
1 like the Inquirer for its bal- 
anced reports and for publishing 
letters for or against the govern- 


ment. But I like the INquinza most 
for its editorials and the opinions 
of all its columnists. I spend al- 
most half of the day reading the 
Inquirer. І enjoy reading the IN- 
ouer because I get from it the 
more important news about pol 
tics, business, sports and enter- 
tainment. I hope the Inquirer will 
always inform the readers whats 
really happening in our country 
and what our rotten politicians 
are doing. More power to the 
newspaper and its staff. 


Also Thope that through the In- 
Quisen, I would hear from the rela- 
tives of my deceased wife, Anita 
Tañega Cruz, in the towns of Ba- 
batngon and Carigara, Leyte. 
Should they read this, I hope that 
they contact me. I want to visit 
them there so that they will know 
that my wife died on May 13, 
2007 in Long Beach, California. 

—RICARDO S. CRUZ, 
51 Herrera St., 
Imelda Village, 

Project 8, Quezon City 


Is US Embassy staff playing with Filipinos’ feelings? 


1 HOPE THIS LETTER CATCHES 
the eyes of US Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice or Ambassador 
Kristie Kenney. 

To celebrate our silver wedding 
anniversary, my wife and 1, to- 
gether with a retired, childless 
couple (our relatives), decided to 
apply for a US non-immigrant 
visa. Our interview was set on 
Sept. 13, 2007—10 a.m. for us, 
and 11 a.m. for our relatives. In 
our application forms, we wrote 
the same contact person and ad- 
dress: our relative's brother, who 
is a US citizen residing at Mariner 
Cove, Buena Park, California. 

We were interviewed by a fe- 
miale consul who was very cordial. 
After a couple of questions to me 
and my very nervous wife, she 
gave us two yellow slips which, if 
you ask all interviewees at the em- 
bassy, was a sign that you passed. 

She told us, "Your visas are ap- 
proved, please proceed to Del- 
bros," the courier company which 
delivers passports stamped with 
US visas, and pay the correspond- 
ing delivery fees. My heart nearly 
leapt off my chest! I shouted in my 
mind, Fenway Park! Curt Schilling! 


Jonathan Pappelbon! Go Red Sox! 
Followed by Ami James! Cris 
Nufez! Cris Garver! Darren Brass 
and my crush, Kat Von D! All of Mi- 
ami Ink! 

After imagining myself going to 
these two sites in the United 
States, I told myself, I can die with 
a smile on my face afterwards. We 
proceeded to Delbros and paid the 
corresponding fees, then went 
back home to Tarlac City 

Unknown to us, our relatives 
"were. interviewed by the same 
consul. The consul noticed that 
our applications named the same 
contact person in the United 
States. They later told us that they 
were whisked to the anti-fraud 
section of the embassy because we 
had the same contact person. The 
question is: Is it illegal, fraudulent 
to have the same contact person, 
same fonts in our computer-gen- 
erated application forms? Our rel- 
atives' passports were given back 
to them and told that their visa ap- 
plications were not denied and 
neither were they disapproved. 

We brushed that incident aside 
and excitedly waited for our visas. 
‘The Delbros courier arrived but 


when we opened the package, 
there were no visas in our pass- 
ports and it contained blue forms 
telling us we were denied! 

The courier told me that in his 
five years with Delbros, it was his 
first time to deliver a denied ap- 
plication. In the form, there are 
boxes beside each of the four pos- 
sible reasons for denying an ap- 
plicant a non-immigrant visa. If 
any of the reasons exists, the box 
beside it was supposed to be 
marked with an X. Not one of the 
four boxes in our forms was 
marked with an X. 

Our lifelong dream of visiting 
the United States was suddenly 
back to being just a dream— 
again. Is it OK for the US Embassy 
to fool around and play with peo- 
ples minds and hearts? Telling 
them their visa applications have 
been approved but sending them a 
contrary notice? I'm keeping our 
yellow forms, Delbros re 
and blue forms as brutal re- 
minders of what we suffered at 
the hands of the US Embassy con- 
sular section in Manila. 

—BERNARDINO L. FLORES JR., 
3820 Aquino Subd., Tarlac City 
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Calamities can't 


cover up scandals 


FOR SEVERAL DAYS LAST NOV- 
‘ember, typhoons Landp and Mina 
provided the public some relief 
from the cruel reports about a 
number of irregularities that im- 
plicated the Arroyo administra- 
tion. President Macapagal-Arroyo 
must have relished the opportuni- 
ty to project a concerned image in 
the well-publicized preparations 
in the event the typhoons would 
hit any part of the country. 

Some sort of a typhoon watch 
was set up in the Bicol region in an- 
ticipation of typhoon “Mina.” A 
blow-by-blow account of the 
preparations was covered by gov- 
еттеп radio and TV networks, 
reporting live СМА conversations 
with the governors and national of- 
ficials involved in the effort. 

As "Mina" veered toward the 
North, GMA ordered the procure- 
ment of two Doppler radars to bol- 
ster Pagasa's arsenal for weather 
forecasting. Doppler radars have 
been on the buying list of Pagasa 
(formerly the Weather Bureau) for 
40 years, since the watch of Direc- 
tor Roman Kintanar who was giv- 
en international recognition for 
his contributions in meteorology. 
What more could he have con- 
tributed if he had a properly 
equipped organization? 

And there was the Batasan 
bombing, like the Glorietta 2 ex- 
plosion a month earlier, hogging 
the headlines for several days and 
filling the air for many weeks and 
contributing to the aura of vio- 
lence-wrapped Philippine politics. 

Still, these incidents must have 
been a welcome distraction from 
the GMA-linked scandals that are 
now too embedded in the public 
consciousness and cannot any- 
more be obliterated by natural 
calamities like typhoons, industri- 
al accidents, political mass mur- 
der, or even coup attempts. 

—E. P DAKANAY JR., 

43 Baltazar St, 
Philamlife Village, 
Pamplona, Las Pifias City 
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FVR spoke on Peninsula takeover 


WE REFER TO THE NEWS STORY 
“Cory, FVR mum, Erap subdued, 
says hel wait and see" in the Nov. 
30, 2007 issue of the INQUIRER, 
"which reported that “former Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos refused to com- 
ment” on the then unfolding de- 
velopments in the Trillanes 
takeover of Peninsula Manila. 

Please allow us to correct this 
erroneous report. At about 1 p.m. 
on Nov. 29, 2007, FVR was at the 
Grand Hyatt Hotel where he was 
guest of honor and keynote speak- 
er in the International College of 
Surgeons (Philippine Chapter) 
‘Annual Convention. After deliver- 
ing his address, he was inter- 
viewed by NBN anchor Noel Per- 
fecto on the Peninsula Manila “in- 
vasion." 

FVR strongly condemmed the 
coup attempt which he said, 
‘would not succeed and not work, 
or not bring about regime change 
or reforms. He also said that such 
course of action (already tried by 
the Oakwood rebels unsuccessful- 
ly in July 2003) would only hurt. 
the economy, with ordinary Fil- 
ipinos being the ultimate victims 
and losers. The interview was in 
fact aired by NBN several times 
during the day and is preserved in 
that networks records. 


Bleak future seen in children's choice 


THIS IS ABOUT THE TOP 10 TV 
programs and personalities given 
the Anak TV seal. 

If our children, our country's 
hope of the future, indeed pre- 
fer sensational news and 
crime/police stories, easy-mon- 
ey game shows and petty тејо- 
dramas, then our future looks 
bleak. It was so shocking to note 
that the personalities chosen 
жеге "news readers" and popu- 


Iés too bad your reporters did not 
do their homework thoroughly. 

—NICKLAGUSTAN, 

spokesman, 

Office of former 

President Fidel V Ramos, 

26/F Exportbank Plaza 

cor. Sen Gil Puyat and 

Chino Roces Avenues, Makati City 


During the Manila Pen takeover, 
1 called up former President Ramos 
several times for his reaction but 
there was no answer. I asked Ed 
Malay, his media adviser, about the 
former president's reaction. Malay 
said Ramos had по comment. 
Malay further said that Ramos was 
at home monitoring the develop- 
ments on TV So I quoted Malay, not 
Ramos. Malays name, however, 
was deleted during the editing of 
the story. 

Last night, I called up Malay for 
his comment on the letter above, 
and he gave this statement: 

“At the time Ms Cynthia Balana 
called, the former president was not 
yet at the Hyatt Hotel where he was 
to deliver a keynote speech ... What 
was reported was РУКУ movement 
prior to the time he made his reac- 
tion." 

—CYNTHIAD. BALANA, 
reporter, Inquirer 


Jar show-biz stars some of whom 
have questionable reputations 
and values. 

Anyway, it is still an adult TV 
world, I don't think our children 
have а real say on what they can 
watch; they only follow their el- 
ders. 

May God bless the future of the 
Philippines. 

—GANIILEDAN, 
ganixx2010@yahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to 
the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces 
Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 
cateQ inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their 
complete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail ad- 
dress for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any 
letter unless such information is supplied. 
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informing and Inspiring Fllipino readers for mare than two decades through balanced news and fearless views, the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer has undoubtedly become the countrys number 1 newspaper. Our hearttall thanks for 
making the Inquirer о part of your cally reading habit, 


As we colebrate our 2274 anniversary. Inquirer grants 22 loyal readers their wishes - from an exciting wish like 
meeting your local Кї! fo а romantic one like celebrating your 25" wedding anniversary in а beach resort. Let us 
know what you really want, In 300 words or less, teil us: 


1) How long have you been reading the Philippine Daily Inquirer? 
2) What do you like most about the Inquirer, and we dare ask, what do you ке least? 
3) What 5 your number 1 wish that Inquirer can grant you, and why? 
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LTO orders audit of luxury car deals 


By Jolene R. Bulambot 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—THE HEAD 
portation Office in Central 


OF THE LAND TRANS- 
Visayas has ordered an 


audit of all transactions by its field offices in the 
region, particularly the registrations of imported 


vehicles. 

‘Acting on reports that most of 
the 81 expensive European- 
made cars seized in a Makati 
City auto repair center last week 
came from Cebu, LTO 7 director 
Alex Leyson said he has tasked 
the LTO Regional Internal Audit 
Division, headed by Roger Bal- 


bon, to inventory all the transac- 
tions of the regional office. 
Leyson said he wanted to know 
if indeed luxury cars imported 
from Europe were being given 
new registrations by his office. 
Leyson, however, said he 
could not comment on the alle- 


gations that LTO officials were 
in cahoots with persons in- 
volved in the illegal importation 
and undervaluation of Euro- 
pean luxury cars. 

But he admitted that some of- 
ficials of Presidential Anti-Smug- 
gling Group (PASG) coordinated 
with his office in September to 
ask for documents covering the 
importation and registration of 
some brand new vehicles. 

Leyson said PASG officials 
were trying to verify the Certifi- 
cate of Payments (CPs) of im- 
portation tax for brand new and 
high-end cars suspected to be 
either undervalued or fake. 


“Ies possible that the CP 
could be fake but LTO officials 
could not really ascertain if 
these were undervalued be- 
cause it is the customs officials 
who issue these documents. As 
long as the applicant for regis- 
tration has complied with all 
the necessary requirements, itis 
ministerial on our part to grant 
the registration," he said. 

Leyson said the audit would 
also address the claim of Cebu 
Auto Dealers Association that 
smuggling of luxury cars has be- 
come rampant in Cebu as evi- 
denced by the almost 20,000: 
ference between the number of 


vehicles registered by the LTO in 
the region in 2006 against the 
number of cars sold by legi 
mate dealers over the same year. 

Cebu customs district collec- 
tor Ricardo Belmonte yesterday 
maintained there was no basis 
yet for PASG to say that many of 
the 81 luxury vehicles it seized 
in Makati came from Cebu. 

Belmonte, however, said he 
would welcome any investiga- 
tion. 

“They are talking without 
proofs, By all means, they can 
check our records here. Even 
before I assumed office a year 
and a half ago, we could see all 


these luxury vehicles plying in 
the streets of Cebu. 1 was even 
asking where all these vehicles 
came from? Since I assumed my 
post, І have been very strict in 
the requirements and we had 
apprehensions,” he said. 

Jerry Perez, assistant director 
for Public Information Office of 
PASG, said they have recovered 
several documents such as the 
CPs indicating that the luxury 
vehicles they raided in Makati 
actually came from Cebu. 

Perez, however, declined to 
further comment on the issue 
since they still had to complete 
their investigation. 


Actress’ lawyer says 
Pulupandan mayor 
still in the country 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—CONTRARY TO HIS CLAIM, 
Pulupandan Mayor Magdaleno Рейа and his 3- 
year-old son have not left the county, records 
at the Bureau of Immigration showed. 

Lawyer Evalyn Ursua, legal counsel of 
movie actress and television host Marie 
Roxanne “Plinky” Recto, told the INQUIRER. 
that the Bureau of Immigration has certi- 
fied that its last record of Pefia leaving the 
country was in 2002 yet. 

Peña has disappeared along with his 
young son soon after the Supreme Court 
"Third Division ordered him on Dec. 5 to re- 
turn his son to Recto, the child's mother, 
pending resolution of their bitter custody 
battle for the 3-year-old boy. 

Under Article 176 of the Family Code illegit- 
imate children should be under the sole cus- 
тойу of their mother, the Supreme Court said. 

When the National Bureau of Investigation 
searched the house of Peña in Barangay 
Ubay, Pulupandan, Negros Occidental for the 
second time on Dec. 20 to look for the boy, 
Peña in a telephone interview, told reporters 
that he and his son were out of the country. 

But the BI has no records showing that 
Pefia and the boy have left the country from 
Jan. 1 to Dec. 18, 2007, Ursua said. 


Motion 

Ursua said the 10 days time given to the 
NBI to find the boy lapsed Saturday and if 
they still fail to find him, she will file a mo- 
tion before the SC asking that a warrant of 
arrest be issued against Рейа. 

“We will also ask the SC to issue a hold de- 
parture order to prevent Pefia and the boy 
from leaving the country and to exercise its 
contempt powers because, as a lawyer, Pefia 
is clearly defying the law,” she said. 

The order to turn over the child to Recto 
states that it was immediately executory, 
which means that it could no longer be sub- 
jected to a motion for reconsideration as 
claimed by Pefia, Ursua said. 

The conflicting statements of Pefia on his 
and the child's whereabouts appear to be 
meant to mislead, she said. 

“We believe he is still in the country and 
he is either very good in hiding, or the NBI 
is not doing its job,” she said. 

His house in Pulupandan is the last place 
he would be in, she said. 

“1 do not believe the NBI cannot locate 
him. If they cannot, they are admitting that 
he is more clever than them," Ursua said. 

Ursua said they also would want to find 
what the NBI has been doing now to find 
the child after their failed search on Peña's 
house in Pulupandan. 

NBI Bacolod chief Mamerto Cortez yester- 
day also said he strongly believed Pefia and 
his 3-year-old son have not left the country. 

Cortez said he does not believe Peña is in 
Negros but could be in some other part of 
the country where he owns property. 
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‘City folkin Davao del Sur rush to buy firecrackers sold anywhere in the streets despite warning by local 
authorities. More vendors are expected to have a midnight display of their wares on Christmas Eve. 
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Top cop plays Santa to “Tagaytay 5’ 


By Marlon Ramos 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA— 
While they won't be home with their 
families and friends this Christmas, 
five farmers detained here on suspi- 
cion of being communist rebels got 
one of their fervent wishes—spend 
more time with their loved ones 
even inside their detention cell 

After being subjected to speciously 
strict jail security since their arrest and 
incarceration more than a year ago, 
the five farmers, now collectively 
known as “Tagaytay 5,” have been al- 
lowed by the newly appointed director 
of the Calabarzon police to be visited 
by their families during weekends. 

Ina recent interview with the IN- 
ошак, Chief Supt. Ricardo Padilla 
said he had ordered members of the 
Base Police Office at this camp to re- 
spect all privileges given to prison- 
ers, including their rights to sun- 
ning and outdoor exercises. 

"Those five detainees are humans, 
too. Their rights should be respect- 
ed,” Padilla told the Inguinen. 

The five detainees—Aris 
Sarmiento, Rico Ybafiez, Riel Cus- 
todio, Axel Pinpin and Michael 
Mesayes—have been jailed at the 
20-meter custodial jail here since 
May 2006 after they were arrested 
in Tagaytay City for supposedly 


planning to bring down the Arroyo 
administration. 

‘The five were held incommunicado 
for at least a week before they were 
eventually charged for rebellion. 

‘They have been incarcerated 
sitice without being arraigned. 

Since their detention, their police 
guards only allowed them to see 
their visitors on limited time on cer- 
tain days. 


Dialogue 
Padilla, who took over the helm 
of the Calabarzon police from re- 
tired Chief Supt. Nicasio Radovan 
Jr. on Nov. 8, visited the detainees 
at their cell last Dec. 18. 
visit was prompted by a letter 
sent to him by the prisoners who 
wanted to have a dialogue with him. 
During a 15-minute talk with the 
detainees, Padilla made it clear that 
the Calabarzon police had asked 
‘Tagaytay Regional Trial Court Judge 
Edwin Larida, the judge handling 
their rebellion case, to transfer them 
to a regular jail facility but their re- 
quest had not yet been granted. 
“This is just a temporary deten- 
tion cell. This is not meant to have 
prisoners like you for a long period 
of time,” Padilia told the detainees. 
He then quickly reviewed the 
contents of the prisoners’ handwrit- 
ten letter dated Nov. 22, which indi- 


cated their desire to have a better 
prison condition. 

Swiftly, Padilla allowed five of the 
10 requests made by the prisoners. 

Aside from allowing them to see 
their visitors on weekends, he let 
the five to have their beddings in- 
side their cell. 

Instead of constructing a visitor's 
area, Padilla ordered the police 
guards to allow the five to talk with 
their visitors inside the jail. 

Padilla, the first police general 
who visited the five, also instructed 
the guards to allow the five to have 
their regular outdoor activities and 
ensure that they are regularly given 
medical attention. 

He, however, turned down the 
appeal of the Tagaytay farmers for 
an increase in their daily budget for 
meals from P40 to P90 and others 
regarding the speedy resolution of 
rebellion case filed against them. 

"That's already beyond my pow- 
ers," he said. 

Sarmiento said they were thank- 
ful for Padilla's decision to order “his 
men to abide by what the Constitu- 
tion afforded prisoners like us." 

He said what Padilla consented to 
were actually the same issues they 
fought for when they held a 40-day 
hunger strike a few months ago. 

Sarmiento added: “We just hope 
he will do what he promised us." 


American living 
in E. Visayas dies 
of AIDS, says DOH 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN CITY—A 55-YEAR-OLD AMERI- 
can who had Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS) died in early December, 
the Department of Health in Eastern Visayas 
disclosed on Dec. 20. 

Dr. Nicholas Bautista, chief epidemiolo- 
gist of DOH in the region, however, de- 
clined to give details on when or how the 
foreign national died. 

"The mayor [of the town] where the 
American lived does not like to make а big 
issue out of this death. That is why he does 
not like to give information about this. But 
what was certain was that [the American] 
died due to the AIDS," Bautista said. 

Bautista said they were able to confirm 
that the American was a victim of AIDS 
through his medical records. 

However, he could not categorically say if 
the American died in а hospital or at his house, 
where he was living with his Filipina wife 

Bautista could not also say if the victim's 
remains were shipped back to his country 
or were buried in the locality. 

"But I say that, most probably, he got the 
disease abroad and not here," the chief epi- 
demiologist of the DOH-8 office said. 


5th in Eastern Visayas 

Bautista said the DOH is monitoring the 
Filipina wife of the AIDS victim to deter- 
mine her health conditions. 

‘The death of the American made him the 
fifth person in the region to have died due 
to AIDS since it was first recorded in East- 
ern Visayas in the early 1980s. The regional 
health office has reported that 18 persons 
have been afflicted with the disease in the 
Leyte and Samar provinces. 

Republic Act No. 8504, which sets the 
policies and guidelines on AIDS in the 
country, defined the disease as a “condition 
characterized by a combination of signs 
and symptoms, caused by the HIV contract- 
ed from another person and which attacks 
and weakens the body's immune system, 
making the afflicted individual susceptible 
to other life-threatening infection: 

Aside from sexual intercourse, the dis- 
ease could be spread through blood trans- 
fusion, sharing of intravenous needles and 
during pregnancy. 

December 1 marks the annual obser- 
vance of the World's AIDS Day that has so 
far killed 2.1 million people since it was dis- 
covered in 1984, data of the United Na- 
tions/World Health Organization AIDS Epi- 
demic update revealed. 

The DOH-8 has been urging local govern- 
ments in the region to establish an AIDS 
council, which could help disseminate infor- 
mation about the disease and to better ad- 
dress issues like the "stigma" attached to it. 

In Leyte, the Leyte Family Development 
Organization is doing its information dis- 
semination campaign about AIDS. 


1 dead, 6 hurt in Benguet road accident 


POLICE and rescue workers help the victims in the wreckage of a bus 
that slammed into а boulder when its breaks malfunctioned in a 


highway in Tuba, Benguet. 


^ 


BAGUIO CITY—A BUS DRIVER. 
of a university in Bicol was 
killed while at least six others 
were hurt on Sunday when 
their bus hit a boulder along 
Marcos Highway in Tuba, 
Benguet, police said. 

The bus, registered to the gov- 
ernment-run Bicol University in 
Legazpi City, was carrying 42 
teachers and students, two 
drivers and two relatives of one 
of the drivers, but only six were 
confined for various injuries at 
the Baguio General Hospital and 
Medical Center (BGHMC) here, 

Reports from the Tuba police 
said Jose Emmanuel Rojas, the 
driver, was already dead when 


rescue workers reached him. 
The Manila-bound bus, ac- 
cording to reports, was cruising 
along Marcos Highway near 
Barangay Bontiway in Tuba 
when Rojas lost control of the 
vehicle at about 8:40 a.m. The 
bus’ right portion hit a moun- 
tainside before it stopped. 
Investigators had yet to deter- 
mine what caused the accident. 
The Department of Social Wel- 
fare and Development here took 
custody of Rojas 4-year-old 
daughter, April, after the accident. 
because her mother was among 
those confined at the BGHMC. 
Benedicto Alhambra, city 
tourism officer, said the group 


attended a two-day seminar at 
the Benguet State University in 
La Trinidad town. 

“Rojas was а back-up driver. 
‘This was a caravan of four buses 
from Bicol and they were here 
for a state college seminar,” Al- 
hambra said. 

In Mt. Province, a stretch of 
road where nine people died in 
an accident last month was 
closed last week when elders 
held a cleansing ritual to рге- 
vent more accidents there. 

The elders from Везао town 
performed the ritual, called "pag- 
dalos,” along the Sagada-Dantay 
road because accidents had often 
occurred there, according to 


Thomas Killip, presidential assis- 
tant for Cordillera affairs. 

“The ritual was meant to ask 
the spirits along the road to re- 
move or prevent any misfortune 
recurring in those sections of 
the road,” said Killip, a former 
mayor of Sagada town. 

Vehicles bound for Sagada 
and Besao towns stopped plying 
the route to allow the elders to 
perform the ritual, 

‘On Noy, 28, nine people were 
killed and nine others were hurt 
when a jeepney fell into a ravine 
in Barangay Dapdapanan in 


Sagada, Vincent Cabreza and 
Desiree Caluza, Inquirer 
Northern Luzon 
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Villagers flee homes 
in Sulu, Maguindanao 


THOUSANDS OF VILLAGERS FLED 
their homes as fighting flared dur- 
ing the past two days between gov- 
ernment troops and several Islamic 
secessionists in Sulu and Maguin- 
danao, killing a Marine soldier and 
an undetermined number of rebels. 

‘The 2nd Marine Brigade suffered 
its lone casualty in an encounter on 
Dec. 22 with about 40 rebels be- 
longing to the Abu Sayyaf group 
and a “rogue faction” of the Moro 
National Liberation Front in Kaling- 
galang Caluang town in Sulu. 

Another soldier and at least five 
civilians were wounded in the 
dawn firefight in Barangay Pandan- 
pandan, brigade commander Col. 
Cesario Atienza said. 


Atienza withheld the identity of 
the slain soldier but named the 
wounded Marine soldier as Cpl. 
Wilmer Arostik. 

Brig. Gen. Reuben Rafael, com- 
mander of the antiterrorist Task 
Force Comet, said the others in- 
jured were civilians used as 
shields by the retreating rebels. 
The civilian hostages were later 
released. 

Pursuing troops, backed by air 
and naval reinforcements, recov- 
ered seven rifles and assorted am- 
munitions, leading them to believe 
that the rebels suffered "heavy ca- 
sualties," the officers said. 

In Datu Piang, Maguindanao, 
thousands of Moro inhabitants 


from at least five villages left their. 
homes after hostilities broke out 
between militiamen and members 
of the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) on Friday. 

Lt. Col. Julieto Ando, spokesper- 
son of the Army's 6th Infantry Divi- 
sion, said reports of casualties have. 
yet to be determined as dozens of 
houses were torched by the rebels, 
reportedly led by a Commander Du- 
ma Anayatin. 

The MILE which is talking peace 
with the government, agreed to a 


ceasefire їп 2003. Malaysian- 
backed peace talks, however, re- 
centlybrokedown. Julie S. Ali- 


pala, Ed General and Charlie C. 
Señase, Inquirer Mindanao 


Kids wish parents home by Christmas 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—MAY WAN DOMINA- 
do, 25, is busy wrapping gifts for her 
cousins and relatives in time for 
Christmas. 

She will also accompany her 
younger sister Tamara, 15, to the 
mall to buy presents. 

For the first time, she is taking 
over these roles for her Nanay. 

They do not know if her mother, 
Maria Luisa Posa-Dominado, will be 
home for Christmas. But they hope so. 

Her mother has remained missing 
eight months after she and fellow 
activist Nilo Arado were forcibly tak- 
еп by heavily armed men in Baran- 
gay Cabanbanan in Oton town in 
Iloilo on April 12. Their companion, 
human rights worker Jose Ely 
Garachico was shot and seriously 
wounded but was left behind. 

The victims vehicle was found 
hours later badly burned in a sugar- 
cane field in Barangay Guadalupe 
їп Janiuay town in Пойо around 30 
km from where the activists were 
waylaid and taken. But there were 
no traces of the victims. 

The victims’ families and col- 
leagues have accused the military 
of carrying out the abduction but 
this has been repeatedly denied by 
military officials 


GET YOUR COPY AT THESE PARTICIPATING BRANCHES: 


Aside from following up the cases 
they filed in court, May Wan said it 
has also been difficult acting as a 
mother to her sister. 

She said it would have been hard- 
er if her mother had not trained her 
to be independent especially when 
Dominado was detained for several 
years for rebellion charges during 
the Aquino administration. 

But her mother’s absence is felt 
by the whole clan. 

“Nanay was the main organizer of 
family gatherings. She always found 
a way for us to be together,” said 
May Wan in an interview on Friday, 
after she attended a court hearing 
оп the petition for a writ of amparo 
filed by the victims’ families. 

Despite being always busy with 
her work in the various militant or- 
ganizations she was involved with, 
from organizing farmers in Maasin 
and Janiuay towns to campaigning 
for the party-list groups Bayan Mu- 
na and Anakpawis or meeting with 
former political detainees, Domina- 
do had time for family gatherings. 

May Wan said her mother would as- 
sign tasks and responsibilities for fami- 
ly gatherings held on special occasions. 
like Christmas and New Year at the 
Poso family compound in Jaro District. 

“Her absence is felt because its 
hard to fill her role,” said May Wan 

Arado's wife Rosemarie, 36, said 


her husband never failed to come 
home every Christmas Eve despite 
his busy schedule. 

As regional chair of the militant 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan and 
secretary general of the farmers group. 
Pamanggas, Arado was frequently not 
home as he was always attending 
meetings and leading campaigns for 
farmers rights on Panay Island. 

“But he came home for Christmas 
with toys and clothes for our son 
(Daniel Marshal),” said Rosemarie. 
“We don't give gifts to each other 
anymore because its all for our son.” 

She said Nilo would stay in their 
house in Dumanggas town in Iloilo 
until Dec. 26 when he would be out 
for work again until Dec. 30 for the 
New Year's Day celebration. 

DM, who turned 7 on Dec. 22, 
has stopped asking for toys and oth- 
er Christmas presents. 

“He only asks that his Papa will 
be home,” said Rosemarie. 

She said each day that her hus- 
band remained missing, it has be- 
come more difficult to answer their 
son's questions. 

"He always asks if his Papa was 
still coming home and if my going 
to lloilo City to attend hearings will 
bring him back.” 

“As long as we have not found 
them, we will not lose hope,” Rose- 
marie said 
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Mendicancy and charity appear to wed every Yuletide season, encouraging indigenous 
Filipinos to visit the summer capital in December. 
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Suspect in Aklan radioman's slay yields. 


By Nestor P Burgos fr. 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—A SUSPECT IN THE 2001 
murder of Aklan broadcaster Rolando Ureta 
surrendered to the police on Dec. 18, three 
weeks after another suspect was arrested. 

Jessie Ticar said he would surrender to 
the police during an interview aired over ra- 
dio station dyKR of Radio Mindanao Net- 
work where Ureta was program director be- 
fore he was gunned down in Jan. 3, 2001. 

Ticar asked the policemen from the Kali- 
bo police station to arrest him at the office 
of his lawyer, Joann Ibutnande, according 
to Aklan provincial police director Senior 
Supt. Benigno Durana Jr. 

The police presented Ticar to the Kalibo 
Regional Trial Court Branch 1 where he is 
accused of murder after his arrest. 

Ureta's widow Emely thanked all those 


who have helped in Roland's case. “God is 
good," she said. 

Durana said Ticar decided to turn him- 
self in and defend himself in court because 
Dec. 19 was the arraignment of his co-sus- 
pect Amador Raz. 

Raz was arrested on Nov. 26 in Numancia. 
town based on a warrant issued on Nov. 21 
by Judge Marietta Homena-Valencia, pre- 
siding judge of the Kalibo RTC Branch 1. 

Alone witness, Gerson Sonio, has identified 
Ticar and Raz as the ones who shot dead Ureta 
along the national highway in Barangay Bag- 
tu, Lezo town, Aklan, about 7 km west of the 
capital town of Kalibo. 

‘The suspects denied involvement in the 
killing and have questioned the credibility 
of the witness 

Ureta was driving a motorcycle on his 
way to his parents’ house when two sus- 
pects on а motorcycle shot him, 


Cordillerans abroad ready 
to fund Ifugao scholars 


BAGUIO CITY—CORDILLERANS BASED 
abroad are willing to send Ifugao youths to 
school should they decide to stay home and 
maintain the upkeep of their ancestral rice 
terraces. 

Organizers of the International Igorot 
Congress (ПС) are holding the group's 7th 
conference in Ifugao in 2008, and are beef- 
ing up its various educational initiatives to 
help keep the Cordillera’s world-renowned 
“living artifacts” alive, said Ursula Daoey, 
Brent School principal and IIC secretary. 

Young lfugaos have been leaving the 
province, leaving no one to maintain the cen- 
turies-old rice terraces 
that their families 
own, said Ifugao Gov. 
Teodoro Baguilat ЈЕ in. 
а speech he read be- 
fore an environment 
conference at Chiang 


"The outmigration 
of educated Ifugaos 
and farmers posed 


provincial government of Ifugao now has 
the sole responsibility of conserving and 
restoring the terraces. 

Ara Wednesday news conference, the ПС 
organizers said they chose to conduct the 
conference in Banaue in April 2008 to drum 
up world interest in the terraces. 

More than 500 delegates from the United 
States, Europe, Australia and Asia were ex- 
pected to join the event to immerse them- 
selves in the issues that contribute to the 
terraces deterioration, the organizers said. 

Juan Ngalob, ПС president and Cordillera. 
director of the National Economic and De- 
velopment Authority, 
said the ПС is study- 
ing how local infras- 
tructure can enrich its 
projects. 

He said IIC's prima- 
1y goal is to restore 


Mai, Thailand, last the dignified image of 
month. = the Igorot to the 

“Abandonment ад abDigproblem to the ^ oua and to direct 
[the] conversion of the ps " its resources on tangi- 
fice terranes in favor of continuity of the ble programs like sav- 


а more lucrative liveli- 
hood are threatening 
the existence of the 
heritage landscapes. 
The outmigration of 
educated Ifugaos and 
farmers posed a big problem to the continuity 
of the cultivation of the terraces and mainte- 
nance of the muyong (community forests)," he 
said. 

"Some rice fields are being converted to 
residential and commercial areas due to the. 
increasing population of the province and 
the influx of tourists while some change 
their rice crops to vegetables or rice and 
vegetables alternately,” he said. 

The Вагай and Bangaan terraces in Banaue 
town; the Nagacadan terraces in Kiangan town; 
the Hungduan terraces; and the Mayaoyao ter- 
races were inscribed in the lis of the World Нег- 
itage Sites by the United Nations Educational, 
‘Scientific and Cultural Organization (Unesco). 

But these were also included in the Un- 
esco'slist of endangered heritage sites after 
the government abolished the agencies 
tasked with maintaining the terraces. 

Purificacion Molintas, Cordillera direc- 
tor of the Department of Tourism, said the 


cultivation of the 
terraces’ 


ing the rice terraces. 

Davey said the ПС 
has been interested 
in Ifugao's radical ap- 
proach to keep the 
youth interested in 
maintaining the terraces. 

One such approach is to open alternative 
projects for which the ПС scholarship programs 
can be redesigned and readjusted, she said 

Baguilat said the Ifugao State College of 
Agriculture and Forestry (Iscaf) has been 
hiring local artisans to teach indigenous 
knowledge to students interested in farm- 
ing, woodcarving and weaving. 

Buthe said alternative programs, such as 
those started in Iscaf, need to be subsidized 
until they begin to attract interest from Ifu- 
gao residents. 

The ПС is also interested in how the gov- 
ernment has progressed in fulfilling indige- 
nous Filipino rights, Ngalob said. 

Cordillera autonomy for example, is a con- 
sticutional requirement that the government 
has not yet accomplished because it failed 
twice in securing the ratification of laws creat- 
ing an autonomous Cordillera region, he said. 

Vincent Cabreza, Inquirer Northern Luzon 
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Ilocos town plants coconut for coco diesel 


By Frank Cimatu 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


PAGUDPUD, ILOCOS NORTE— 
Ask former Посоз Sur Rep. 
Salacnib Baterina what his 
Christmas tree is and he will an- 
swer: the coconut. 

In fact he so loves coconuts 
that he has initiated coconut 
planting in а 300-hectare gov- 
ernment land in Barangay Cau- 
nayan here. 

It will indeed be a Christmas 
windfall in a few years, for the 
coconuts will feed a $250-mil- 
lion coco diesel plant to be built 
either in nearby Pasuquin town 
огіп Currimao town. 

Seventy percent of the coco 


diesel produced will be export- 
ed to Japan starting in 2010, 
Baterina said. 

For the former lawmaker, it 
will be the fruit of lifelong ob- 
session with coconuts. 

He started the Bio-Energy 
Northern Luzon Inc. (Benlinc) 
even when he was congress- 
man. His coconut nursery was 
located in Sto. Domingo, his 
hometown, in Ilocos Sur. 

"Nobody believed me when 1 
said that I would be planting co- 
conuts across Northern Luzon,” 
he said. 

“They said that the conditions 
in Northern Luzon are different 
from Southern Luzon where co- 
conuts abound. The weather 
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here is more arid and defined 
with one-half of the year dry and 
the other half rainy. But then we 
proved them wrong,” he said, 

His obsession with coconuts 
rubbed on with the other politi- 
cians in the North. 

“I didn't know how to plant 
coconuts until Representative 
Baterina taught me,” said Ilocos 
Norte Rep. Roque Ablan Jr. 

Baterina and Ablan got in- 
vestors from Japan as well as 
the nod of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo. 

In October this year, Benline 
inked an agreement with the 
Tokyo-based Pacific Biofields 
Inc. (PBI) to set up the planta- 
tions all over Northern Luzon. 


Moriaki Hayashida, PBI pres- 
ident, said Japan would need 
about 2 million tons of coco 
biodiesel every year since the 
Japanese government imple- 
mented a 5 percent biodiesel 
mix in regular diesel. 

"The factory we are planning 
here would be producing 
300,000 tons every year start- 
ing the end of next year. That 
volume is only enough for one 
government ministry in Japan,” 
Hayashida said. 

Не said they contracted Ben- 
linc to provide a steady supply 
of coconuts for the plant. 

“Eventually, we would be 
needing 600,000 hectares of co- 
conut plantations for this,” he 


Iloilo journalists 
spend time with 
women, youth 

offenders in jail 


ILOILO CITY—MEDIA PRACTITIONERS 
here took time out from news gathering 
and reporting to spend time with the 
women and youth offenders at the Iloilo 
City Bureau of Jail Management and 
Penology. 

For the seventh year, the Iloilo City Hall 
Press Corps (ICHPC) gathered in making 
the jailed minors and women feel the 
warmth of the Yuletide season. 

The gift-giving activity and Christmas 
party with the youth inmates is the pet pro- 
ject of reporters covering City Hall. 

“We must let them feel the essence of 
Christmas. Let us not isolate these boys and 
‘women (from the community) despite the 
offenses they committed,” said ICHPC pres- 
ident Lydia Pendon. 

The ICHPC partied with 57 inmates. 
Games, fun, laughter and snacks were shared. 

Most of the women inmates face charges 
for violation of Republic Act No. 9165 or 
the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 
2002, illegal recruitment, frustrated mur- 
der, and other crimes. Theft is common 
among juvenile inmates. 

Giveaways like personal hygiene stuffs and 
foods were given to each of the inmates cour- 
тезу of SM City-lloilo, Unilever Philippines, 
Iloilo Korean Youth Association, and officials 
ofthecitygovernment. David Israel Sinay, 
Inquirer Visayas 


CHRISTMAS IN ABRA CAPITOL 


ELMER DALIGOYINQUIRER NORTHER LUZON 
The Yuletide season is a peaceful time in Abra. Its capitol in Bangued has been decorated 
with the Nativity scene and Christmas lights. 


Writer seeks funds to send kids to school 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BAGUIO CITY—CHARITY IS AGAIN IN 
vogue this Yuletide, so a motivational book 
author is using the season to rally his 
“barkada” in the city to consider spending 
for the scholarships of 10 million children 
as their "small acts of heroism." 

Lawyer Alexander Lacson, author of the 
best selling "Small Acts of Heroism: 12 Lit- 
tle Things Every Filipino Can Do To Help 
the Country" spoke to business manage- 
ment students of the University of the 
Cordilleras on Saturday to explain the 
virtues of “good citizenship." 

Lacson said Filipinos could aspire for 
righteous leadership or support the local 
economy by buying Filipino products, 

But he offered them a new initiative, 
which involves starting scholarship funds 
for out-of school youths that would cost 
them no more than P450 of their monthly 
allowances. 

"If each of us can shell out P450 a 


month, one of these 10 million students 
can go back to school. If we can send five 
million of the out-of-school children back 
to school, we would have made a differ- 
ence,” he said, 

The initiative need not be expensive, he 
said. 

‘Some foundations in the country only re- 
quire less than P500 a month from donors 
to keep scholarship programs active, Lac- 
son said. 

He said there are high schoo! students 
who have been encouraged by their teach- 
ers to help out so they spend P100 each to 
keep students they do not even know in 
class, he said. 

Lacson, who is secretary general of the 
political party Ang Kapatiran, said educat- 
ing everyone is one way of changing the 
country’s fortunes. 

He told his audience that Filipinos today 
suffer “the sins of bad governance,” and 
must exert all efforts to change their lot. 

He said everyone “is partly to blame for 
not doing enough for this country.” 


He said he was once a victim of racial 
profiling when he and his wife were 
stopped by border guards on a trip in Italy. 

He blamed the government for putting 
Filipinos in that position abroad. 

Lacson said World Bank archives would 
show that the Philippines was highly re- 
garded as the best country in Asia 40 years 
ago, and its people were cited as the re- 
оп most respected citizens. 

Everything went downhill after the 
1960s, however, and four presidents since 
the 1986 People Power Revolution have not 
been able to reverse the country’s economic 
and societal deterioration, he said. 

Lacson, who also works for a global de- 
velopment organization, said despite the 
current administration's rosy portrait of 
the economy, the number of poor fami- 
lies has doubled between 1986 and 
2007. 

The 10 million out-of-school youths 
acknowledged by the Department of Ed- 
ucation, he said, belong to this sector of 
society. 


Clark airport guard returns $10,000 to Korean 


‘CLARK FREEPORT—HONESTY IS A REAL 
virtue for Ronald Alfonso. 

On Dec. 9, he turned over to his super- 
visor the $10,000 that he found at the 
pavement of the well-wishers’ area of 
the Diosdado Macapagal International 
Airport where he works as a security of- 
ficer. 

The bundle, which consisted of $100 
bills, was later claimed by a Mun Byuong 
Chul, who arrived from Inchon, South Ko- 
rea, aboard an Asiana flight. 

Alfonso, 36, did not crow about his deed. 

The incident, which happened at 12:20 
a.m, on Dec. 9, has remained recorded in 
the files of the security office. 

But the buzz on Alfonso's act of honesty, 
talked about by his colleagues, has reached 
Victor Jose Luciano, DMIA president and 
chief executive officer. 

Luciano and DMIA executive vice pres- 
ident Alex Cauguiran on Dec. 18 asked 
the DMIA union to approve an increase 
of Alfonso’s salary of P18,700 monthly or 
possibly, a rank promotion to Security 
Officer 2. 

He was due to receive a certificate of 
commendation during the company's 
Christmas party on Dec. 20, Cauguiran 
said. 


ALFONSO 


 CONTHUTED PHOTO 


“We are humbled by the selfless act of 
one of us, for he has mirrored before the 
community the culture of honesty, service, 
integrity and efficiency we are inculcating 


in the institution,” said Luciano. 

Alfonso appeared and sounded anxious 
at the attention he has been getting. 

“Eya pu kekatamu (The money does not 
belong to us),” he told the INguiner when 
asked why he returned the money. 

"They are our guests so they should be 
treated with respect and honesty," he said. 

He said he did not have second thoughts 
about returning the money. 

On duty that night as traffic enforcer, Al- 
fonso gave the money at once to Allan Gil 
Nicdao, his inspector at the landside opera- 
tions department, for safekeeping. 

Even as he has been working at the 
DMIA for 12 years, Alfonso has not built 
a house for himself. He still lives with his 
parents in Barangay Duquit in Mabalacat 
town and supports them and his rela- 
tives. 

His stint at the DMIA is Alfonso's first job 
after obtaining a business management de- 
gree at the Holy Angel University. 

Some of his colleagues continued to hu- 
mor him about the opportunity lost from 
being honest. 

“Mamusit la mu, Buri da rin ing gewa ku 
(They're just teasing me. They also appreci- 
ated what! did),"he said. Tonette Orejas, 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


said, The PBI would be funding 
the upkeep of these plantations. 

Hayashida said they were al- 
lotting about $400 million for 
the project: $250 million for the 
plant and $150 million for the 
plantations. 

Ablan said they convinced 
the PBI to consider Northern 
Luzon because it is the nearest 
to Japan. 

“They would be saving at 
least 60 percent of fuel cost if 
they locate here,” he said. 

Ablan said they also con- 
vinced Ms Arroyo about the 
project. She ordered Environ- 
ment Secretary Lito Atienza to 
provide them with a list of idle 
government lots in Ilocos Sur, 


mA: 
plan 


Cagayan Valley and 
Apayao in Cordillera, 

_So far, the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Re- 
sources has identified at least 
65,000 hectares of idle lots in 
those areas. 

“In this way, we are not only 
helping in the governments re- 
forestation project but also in 
clearing the air of greenhouse 
gases," said Baterina 

Barangay Caunayan here, for 
example, is a denuded lot which 
Benlinc decided to be its pilot 
site. 

Philippine Coconut Authority. 
regional manager, Dennis 
Calub, said they would target 
2,5 tons of copra per hectare. 


even 


World’s largest floating 
library goes to Subic 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO— 
The Filipino youth will be the fo- 
cus of the world’s largest float- 
ing library, MV Doulos, and its 
350 Christian volunteers when 
they return after six years to the 
Subic Bay Freeport on Dec. 28. 

Olga Wiebe, Doulos project 
coordinator, told the Inquirer 
that their theme would be 
“Dare to Dream.” 

“At least 80 to 100 of our vol- 
unteers from the world over 
will interact with the Filipino 
youth through music, dance, 
drama and life stories to inspire 
them to dream. It will be like a 
Journey around the world,” she 
said here last week. 

Wiebe said the event, which 
invited youths from various 
parts of the Philippines and 
called the Doulos International 
Night, is set on Jan. 12 at the 
Olongapo City Convention 
Center. 

While berthed at the Subic 
Bay's Alava Wharf until Jan. 14, 
Doulos will receive guests to 
browse through its library that 
carries more than 6,000 book ti- 
tles and hundreds of film and 
music videos, 

Doulos, owned by the Ger- 
man charity group Gute Bucher 


fur Alle (Good Books for All), 
has sailed to over 100 countries 
since 1978 to “bring knowl- 
edge, help and hope to the na- 
tions." 

The ship the medium 
through which the volunteers 
reach people from across the 
globe, is actually 93 years old ог 
four to five times the age of its 
volunteers who are between 18 
and 25 years old, Wiebe said. 

Built in 1914, Doulos had 
been rebuilt and reengineered 
twice to make it the oldest 
‘ocean-going passenger ship in 
the world, she said. 

After serving as a freighter 
ship, migrant carrier and cruise 
liner, Doulos was transformed 
into a floating library to pro- 
mote education and interna- 
tional understanding in Latin 
America, Africa, Europe, Mid- 
dle East, Asia and the Pacific. 

‘The library is open 10 a.m. to 9 
рап. Tuesdays through Saturdays 
and 2 pm. to 9 pm. Sundays 
through Mondays. Tonette Orejas, 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


For information, contact Olga 
Wiebe at 0916-636-6668 or e- 
mail at doulos.subicbay@gba- 
ships.org 


NEWSBRIEFS 


Poor get food gifts 
DUMAGUETE CITY—The city government here gave packs of foodstuff 
to about 5,000 poor families on Dec. 20. 

Each of the families received from the city government, through the 
city's social welfare and development office, a package containing rice, 
sugar, coffee and canned goods in the gift-giving activity held at the Du- 
maguete Public Market Complex. 

On Dec. 17, about 3,000 poor children were also treated to a meal by 
the city government. 

City Administrator Dominador Dumalag Jr. said the city government 
spent almost P1 million for the two projects. The amount, he added was 
taken from the funds generated during its flesta and Charter Day cele- 
brations last November. 

Romy Amarado, Inquirer Visayas 


Cops arrest 5 Manobo folk 

COTABATO CITY—Police authorities in Kidapawan City in North Cota- 
bato arrested five armed Manobo, who allegedly attacked a police-mill- 
tary outpost on Dec. 19. 

Chief Insp. Leo Ajero, Kidapawan City police chief, identified the ar- 
rested suspects as Cain Banggaan Labi, 40, of Barangay Balete in Mag- 
pet, North Cotabato; Oscar Lamberto (алија, 27, of Barangay Basak in 
Magpet; Roy Lado Anta, 34, of Barangay Ganatan in Arakan, North 
Cotabato; Nono Balsado Ocate, 36, of Barangay Badiangon In Arakan; 
and Ronie Singag Bantac, 23, of Barangay Salaysay їп Marilog District 
in Davao City. 

Ajero said during the attack on the Datu Ingkal outpost, 2Lt. Pedro 
Peralta, the detachment commander, and a civilian, were wounded. 

Edwin 0. Fernandez, Inquirer Mindanao 


5 hurt in grenade attack 
COTABATO CITY—Five people were injured in a grenade attack in Ра- 
galungan, Maguindanao on Dec. 19. 

Col. Dickson Hermoso, commander of the Army's 7th Infantry Battal- 
ion, believed the attack was polltically motivated because the victims. 
were supporters of a mayoral candidate. 

Hermoso said investigation showed that the explosion was caused 
by an M-79 projectile fired from Barangay Inug-og in nearby Pikit, Cota- 
баќо, where armed followers of an influential politician reside. 

Edwin 0. Fernandez, Inquirer Mindanao 


Job fair in Maasin 

MAASIN CITY—A job fair was held In the city Friday, capping this year's 
employment program of the Department of Labor and Employment's 
employment program in Eastern Visayas. 

Labor regional director Forter Pugoon sald the job fair was the last of 
at least 20 such activities conducted in the region in 2007. 

More than a hundred jobseekers flocked to the Abgao Covered Court 
here to seek employment and apply for passport and a National Bureau 
of Investigation clearance for free. 

Jani Arnalz, Inquirer Visayas 


A. Echano; 72 
BK ALMA Albis Echano of Daet, Camarines Norte died on Dec. 22 of 
brain tumor. She was 72 years old. She is survived by sisters Elisa Ur- 
bano and Trinidad Madrigal and brother Steve and nephews and nieces. 
She was cremated yesterday afternoon at the Loyola Memorial 
Homes crematorium in Guadalupe, Makati City, after a ceremony hon- 
oring her 22 years of service as a practitioner and teacher of meditation 
at the Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University. 
Her ashes were brought last night to Daet where another wake will be 
held in her honor. 
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the new Video Avatar! 


Ngayon, you can send messages via cute and fun avatars 
that speak in your own voice! Try mo! 


1 


Just call *8787 + recipient's mobile number 
: Ex. *878709201234567 


| 
3 


TO SEND a Video Avatar 
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JOSEPH Yeo of Sta. Lucia Realty challenges the defense of Talk “М Text big man Ali Peek. камин 


Realtors make 
it five straight 


GAMES TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
3:30 p.m.—Red Bull vs Alaska 
5:30 p.m.—Ginebra vs Purefoods 


By June Navarro 


THE LAST TIME STA. LUCIA REALTY 
strung up five straight victories, the team 
went on to win its first and only champi- 
onship. 

Memories of those glorious moments 
flickered to life last night when the Realtors 
escaped with a 92-91 squeaker over the 
Talk “М Text Phone Pals in the Smart-PBA 
Philippine Cup at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

"Thats a good motivation; but in this con- 
ference, it will be difficult to accomplish,” said 
Sta. Lucia Realty coach Boyet Femandez, 
whose Realtors moved up to 9-6, just half a 
game behind Red Bull (9-5). 

‘The other hot streak in the league, however, 
came to a halt as Air21 ended Coca-Cola's 
marvelous five-game winning run with a 102- 
97 victory in the other game. 

With assistant coach Johnny Tam tem- 
porarily calling the shots, the Express threw a. 
stifling full-court press throughout the second 
half and converted the 23 tumovers of the 
Tigers into 23 points. 

‘Coach Bo Perasol missed the game as he re- 
portedly went to his hometown General San- 
tos City to attend a pressing family matter. 

Arwind Santos tallied 20 points and had 14 
rebounds while Ranidel De Ocampo added 16 
points and 10 boards for the Express, who im- 
proved to 6-9 after halting a four-game skid. 

Asi Taulava had another monster perfor- 
mance of 23 points and 18 rebounds on the. 


ninth defeat of the Tigers in 15 games. 

Sta. Lucia Realty won five games in a row 
on the way to ruling the 2001 Governors Cup, 
the Realtors only franchise crown since join- 
ing the league in 1993. 

"The winning point came with 16.6 left from 
Dennis Espino, who split his charities off an 
Ali Peek foul after a nifty feed by rookie Ryan 
Reyes inside the paint. 

With 2.5 ticks left, the Phone Pals designed 
one final play that saw Jimmy Alapag driving 
to the baseline and muffing what looked like 
an easy layup as time expired. 

Alapag’s miss deprived Talk ‘N Text of a 
fourth consecutive victory and left the Phone 
Pals with an 8-7 card. 

"Our objective at the start of the conference 
was to barge into the top 5," said Fernandez. 
“Now that we're here, I see nothing wrong if 
we aspire for the top two spots and eventually 
qualify for an automatic semifinal slot.” 

The scores 

FirstGame 

STA. LUCIA REALTY 92—Wiliems 22, Reyes 21, Espino 
18, Gonzales 11, Aquino 9, Miranda 6, Omolon 4, Yeo 2, Men- 
doza 2, Corona. 

TALK N TEXT 91—Rituaio 21, Alapag 20, Washington 16, 
Peck 12, Ado 10, јата 5, llones 5, De Ocampo 2, Ferre- 
пай, Fran 0, Belano 0. 

Quarters: 25-16, 42-40, 71-74, 82-81 

Second Game 

21 102— Santos 20, Canaleta 17, De Ocampo 16, nl 
11, Arboleda 11, Se 8, Kramer 6, Chia 5, Sotto 4, Cruz 2, Mag- 
sumbol 2. Espinas 0. 

COCA-COLA 97—Tauiava 23, Telan 20, Buenafe 15, 
Duremaes 9, Cabagnot 7, Tolomia 6, Сайтад 6, Dimaunahun 
4, Cati 3, Ene 2, Aigo 2 

Quarters: 22:28, 47-45, 75-68, 102-97 


A breeze for Es Twenty Six 


By Musong R. Castillo 


CARMONA, CAVITE—OUTSTANDING 
choice Es Twenty Six exploded from the 
middle of the pack under Jessie B. Guce 
yesterday to rule the Grand Presidential 
Derby pulling away at the San Lazaro 
Leisure Park here. 

The bay filly by Principality out of Play 
By Ear made her move at the proper time 
and left everyone fighting for the crumbs to 
win the P3.6 million top prize, easily the 
biggest in her career. 

"She was really primed for this race,” 
Guce, a multiple stakes race winner, said in 
Filipino after Es Twenty Six covered the 
2,000-meter race in 2 minutes and seven 
seconds broken down in 24-1/2, 23, 27, 25 
and 27-1/2. 

It was the third big win for the year for Es 
‘Twenty Six, who now looms as a top pick 
for the Horse of the Year award. She also 
won the third leg of the Triple Crown series 
and the Marho Breeders Cup fillies race. 

The win was also the 11th in 19 overall 
starts for the Dave dela Cruz-trained filly. 

Longshot Legendary won out in the dash 
for the finish under Patty Dilema for second 
place worth P1.350 million, while the Anto- 
nio Alcasid-steered Henry D' Eight, another 
far pick, was third a neck behind for 
P750,000. 

Treasured Ack, another filly ridden by 
John Cordero, was fourth for P300,000. 

Second pick Golden Sutter (ету! 
Zarate) was fifth, while coupled entry Defi- 
ant (John Paolo Guce) rallied to clinch sixth 


spot. Pound for Pound (R. Hipolito), Pearl 
Buck (Kelvin Abobo), EJ's Magic ( Domi- 
nador Вође), Macedonian (В. Mamucod), 
and Storm Signal (E. Blancaflor) rounded 
out the order of finish. 

Meanwhile, former super horse Real 
Spicy snapped out of a big slump earlier by 
ruling the Philracom Year-End Invitational 
over ће highly favored Native Land. 

Zarate goaded the Real Quiet out of 
Spicy Tale son to a one-length win over the 
Ferdinand Raquel-piloted Native Land, tim- 
ing 1:40.4 for the mile and virtually ending 
Native Land’s hopes for the Horse of the 
Year award. 

Jet Sutter, mounted by ace Jonathan 
Hernandez, was third about three lengths 
off, with Vivere, who was handled by Louie 
D. Balboa, checking in fourth. 
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ЕП Dip you know, .] 
ON DEC. 24, 1941, President Manuel L. Quezon and 
Vice President Sergio Osmefia left the seat of govern- 
ment in Manila after Japanese forces attacked differ- 
ent Philippine cities. Together with American General 
Douglas MacArthur, the two departed for better-de- 
Editor Ester G. Dipasupil RN. intending to transfer the seat of 
Text us your feedback: inquirer met name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mail: pr_metro@inquirer.com.ph Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


cleared | 
of raps | 


By Jeannette |, Andrade 


THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN HAS 
deared Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Belmonte 
and three other local officials of the charges of 
grave misconduct and oppression filed against 
them by a company which was given the fran- 
chise to operate small town lottery in the area. 

Ina 14-page decision, the Ombudsman said 
that Belmonte, business permits and licensing 
office officer in charge Pacifico Maghacot Jt, | 
Office of the Assistant City Administrator con- |. 
sultant Rodolfo Dimaisip and former Quezon 
City Police District director Chief Supt. Nicasio 
Radovan acted in good faith when they arrest- 
ed officials and employees of Benchmark Ac- 
quisition International Corp. during a raid on 
March 25, 2006. 

А total of 63 collectors and operators 
were rounded up when the police raided 
the STL head office on East Avenue and X 
three of its outlets in the city. Five Bench- : 
mark officials were invited for questioning 
but were released after a few hours. 

Those arrested were later charged with vi- 
olation of Presidential Decree 1602 or the an- 
ticllegal gambling law and city ordinance SP- 

91 for operating without a mayor's permit. 

According to the Ombudsman, Belmonte's 
order for the conduct of the raid "appeared 
regular, reasonable and consistent with the 
ambit of his power under the local govern- 
ment where in this respect, government offi- 
cials are presumed to perform their functions 
with regularity and strong evidence.” 

Belmonte had insisted that he was 
against the illegal numbers game, adding Ф 
that STL is another form of “jueteng” which z И # { 
hasno place in the city. im HR 

In dismissing the case against Maghacot, A 
Dimaisip and Radovan, the Ombudsman 
said that the officials were merely follow- 
ing Belmonte's order which appeared "rea- 
sonable, lawful and within the authority" of 
the local chief executive. 


Man kills boy, 
injures 2 men 7 


By Allison W. Lopez ғ 


А 7ХЕАВ-ОШ BOY WAS KILLED WHILE 
two men were injured when a man report- 
edly high on drugs went on a shooting ram- 
page in Tondo, Manila, Saturday night. 
Jeric Palma Pineda, a student of the Magat 
Salamat Elementary School and a resident of 
Kasipagan Street in Moriones, Tondo, died 
while being treated at the Mary Johnston Hos- 
pital fora gunshot wound in the collarbone. 
Injured were Jose Mario de la Cruz, 37, a 
freelance salesman who was shot in the 
back and Alfredo Abac, 47, who was hit in 
the arm. The victims and the suspect, Ed- 
uardo Santos Jr, were neighbors. Santos, 
30, immediately escaped after the incident. 
According to PO2 Rommel del Rosario of 
the Manila Police District's Homicide Divi- 
sion, Pineda’s father was drinking with his 
neighbors when Santos passed by. One of 
those drinking, Ronilito Legada, told the po- 
lice that he invited the suspect to join them. 
Legada added that Santos, who seemed 
high on drugs, later started showing off his 
gun and then, without any warning, fired at 
the people around him. 
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By Prosy В, Montesines 
Contributor. 


THESE DAYS, IT IS NOT UN- 
usual to see a crowd in front of 
the tiny and obscure Domalaon 
Bakery on the corner of San 
Jose and Sumulong Circle 
streets in Antipolo City. 

Curious motorists and pedes- 
trians who are not familiar with 
the place soon find out that the 
people just want to buy a partic- 
ular kind of monay from the 
store. 

"What makes the bread—in 
eye-catching animal shapes—a 
crowd drawer? 


Holiday treats 

Bakery owner Zenaida Do- 
malaon said her customers have 
made these _animal-shaped 
breads part of their Noche Bue- 
na (Christmas Eve dinner) and 
Media Noche (New Years Eve 
feast) fare. 

Named after the real thing, Do- 
malaon's lechon de lecke—light 
brown and crusty on the outside 
and soft and chewy on the in- 
side—is a bestseller because most 
customers use it as a centerpiece 
on the dinner table. 

"It is a cheaper substitute for 
roasted suckling pig,” she said in 
Jest. “The biggest lechon, which 
is the same size as the real thing, 
costs only P150 and the smaller 
ones, from P10 to P50 apiece.” 

Because of the high demand 
during the holiday season, 
large-size animal breads are 


de leche and buwaya. 


available only by order placed 
at least three days in advance. 
Domalaon has hired extra labor 
working 24 hours a day in two 
shifts to cope with the numer- 
ous orders. 

Another bestseller is her 
crocodile bread popularly 
called buwaya, a hit among kids 
who like to boast that they eat 
crocodiles for breakfast. 

Some of Domalaons cus- 
tomers have started the tradi- 
ton of giving the lechon de 


WHEN given asa 
gift, the turtle- 
shaped bread (left) 
signifies adaptability 
and new 
opportunities. The 
octopus-shaped 
bread (right) is 
another favorite 
among bakery 
customers. 


cid + aai 
SUN VALLEY GATE A SAFETY ISSUE 


Wilfredo Cordero, president of the Sun Valley Parkview Homes 


Homeowners Association Inc., writes: 
of Sta. Ana and Benedictine Street: 


“A gate was built at the corner 
Barangay Sun Valley, 


Paranaque City without a permit from the City Building Office. 
Motorists and passersby are outraged because the gate is located on 
a blind corner, with the guardhouse on the sidewalk and the gate end 
post within the carriage way of the road. The city mayor’ offices 
have not taken any action to stop the construction despite numerous 
complaints from all sectors, including the homeowners and the Sun 
Valley Tricycle Operators and Drivers Association. They want a 

win solution now that the gate has been completed. How can this be 


when the life of every motorist and passerby is at risk? There must be. 


по compromise on safety issues.’ 


Пера! water 


connection in Manila 
DITO sa may San Andres Bukid on 
Osmeria Highway, near Building 
9, meron pong illegal connection 
ng tubig. Sa tuwing 2a.m. iki- 
nakabit yong hose at doon nag- 
iigib ang mga residents. Karami- 
han kasi sa mga units dito ay na- 
putulan na ng line kasi di po yata 
nakakabayad. Paki-check lang 
po (There is an illegal water con- 
nection at San Andres Bukid on the 
Osmeña Highway, near Building 9. 
Water hoses are attached to the 
pipes at 2 a.m. for residents who 
get their water supply there. The 
water service in most of the units 
inthe buildings has been cut off 
because many have not allegedly 
paid their bills. Please check). 

FEY AGUILAR, San Andres 

Bukid, Manila 


Pedestrian overpass 


at Fairview, please! 
CALLING the attention of Mayor 
Sonny Belmonte and Henry Sy. 
Please put up a pedestrian over- 
pass at SM Fairview. We have a 
hard time crossing to and from 
SM. It's like playing tag with bus- 
es, jeepneys and cars. An over- 
pass is also needed at Quirino 


covmsumo PHOTO 


Highway between Robinson and 
SM Fairview. 

JESS BELTRAN, 50, 

Novaliches, Quezon City 


Illegal vendors all over 
VENDORS occupy the sidewalk, 
half of the street and the center is- 
land from the corner of Soler 
Street up to R. Regente. What has 
happened to Manila? 
ROMY QUE, 54, 
С. M. Recto, Manila 


LRT Santolan used 
as parking station 
ATTENTION MMDA Chair Bayani 
Fernando and Mayor Marides Fer- 
nando of Marikina City! Public utili 
ty jeepneys, buses and private ve- 
hicles have made the LRT Santolan 
station on Marcos Highway a virtu- 
al parking area. No ane is left for 
motorists! Please solve the prob- 
lems in your own backyard first. 
PAT SERRANO, 31, 
Diliman, Quezon City 


Rugby sniffers 


JUST want to call the attention of 
those concerned. There are a 
number of children who sniff rug- 
by near the MRT Guadalupe sta- 
Чоп loading bay. 

JUDITH, 26, Taguig City 
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Neighborhood store starts a holiday tradition 


leche, buwaya and pagong (tur- 
tle) as gifts to symbolize their 
wish for the receiver. 

The pig, for instance, symbol- 
izes thrift and prosperity; the 
crocodile, strength and stability 
of emotions; and the turtle, 
adaptability and new opportu- 
nities. 


PHOTOS BY ROGER CARPIO 


The idea of making animal- 
shaped breads came about 
when Domalaon's eldest son, 
Ramil, was working as a baker 
for an aunt in Tanay, Rizal. A ba- 
likbayan relative who came to 
see Ramil tried to sculpt a 
crocodile from a lump of dough. 
Pleased with the result, Ramil 
experimented with other ani- 
mal shapes with success. 

At that time, Zenaida was 
working in Kuwait. Convinced 
that a sari sari and bakery store 
would be a wise investment, she 
asked Ramil and her other chil- 
dren, Clarissa, Charina and 
Roel, to put up one in a rented 
place in Antipolo City. 


Abig hit 

They boughtan over, a roller 
machine, trays and other bak- 
ing equipment with her dollar 
remittances. Their bakery pród- 
ucts, especially the pan de sal, 
monay and animal bread, soon 


clicked with the neighbors. 

“When I came back in 2002, I 
was surprised at the number of 
customers not only from the 
neighborhood but also from 
other places. I felt happy that 
my children had used my sav- 
ings well,” Domalaon said. 

She decided to stay in the 
country for good to help run the 
store. Ramil, who had gotten 
married, soon moved out and 
opened another bakery in Tay- 
tay, Rizal. 

Before branching out, Ramil 
trained a relative, 21-year-old 
Jun Orong, as his replacement. 
Today Jun and other helpers 
make no less than 3,000 pieces 
of pan de sal a day and hun- 
dreds of other specialties, in- 
cluding the animal breads, 
cheese balls and pizza. 

"Not a few bakeries have at- 
tempted to duplicate our prod- 
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ESPECIALLY made for people 
witha hankering for lobster ... 


ucts,” Domalaon said. “But our 
foothold has remained strong.” 

Her strategies: Good product 
quality, a lot of hard work, per- 
severance, a good measure of 
creativity and goodwill and 
“keeping God in our thoughts 
all the time.” 


BECAUSE of the high demand for the bakery's animal-shaped bread 
during the holidays, orders have to be placed three days in advance. 


No water in parts of QC, Manila on Dec. 27 


By Amy R. Remo 


SOME PORTIONS OF MANILA 
and Quezon City will have no 
water for 28 hours starting at 
10 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 27, 
until 2 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
29. 

According to a statement is- 
sued by Maynilad Water Ser- 
vices Inc., the water service in- 
terruption is due to the repair of 
one of their pipelines on R. 
Magsaysay near VG. Cruz, 
Manila which was accidentally 
damaged by the Metropolitan 
Manila Development Authority. 

Maynilad’s workers will also 
remove the bulkhead from the 
2,000-mm LMAQ line on So- 
briedad corner Batanes Streets 


in Manila which will allow for 
the flushing and eventual ener- 
gization of the newly intercon- 
nected LMAQ primary line. 

‘The LMAQ is a major pipeline 
which serves as the main con- 
duit, bringing water from 
Maynilad’s La Mesa treatment 
plants to the southern parts of 
the west concession. 

This will improve water sup- 
ply pressure and delivery 
throughout the west zone. 

The LMAQ project is in line 
with the objective of Maynilad's 
new owners, DMCI and Metro 
Pacific, to upgrade the water 
system, especially in areas with 
low water supply. 

The areas in Manila that will 
have no water are the follow- 


ing: The whole of Sta. Mesa in- 
cluding Bacood; the portion of 
Sampaloc bounded by So- 
briedad, Nagtahan and Ramon 
Magsaysay; a portion of San 
Miguel area including Mala- 
е whole of Pandacan; 
anda portion of Paco. 

In Quezon City, the affected 
areas are Barangays Don 
Manuel, Doña Aurora, San 
Isidro, Santol and Роћа Imelda. 

Maynilad said it would be de- 
ploying a total of 27 mobile wa- 
ter tankers to the affected ar- 
eas. 

It also advised customers to 
store water or to call its hotline 
at 1626 or 436-2000 or text 
Maynilad 2898 for the water ra- 
tioning schedule. 
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2 теп killed in mishap 
TWO PEOPLE died while one was 
injured when a speeding truck 
slammed into a motorcycle in 
Mandaluyong City at dawn yester- 
day. SPO1 Gaudencio Riambon of 
the city traffic office identified the 
fatalities as Pablito Padilla, 23, 
and Edward Galapon, 25, both 
residents of West Crame, Quezon 
City. Their companion, Raymond 
Corpus, sustained injuries and 
was taken to the Cardinal Santos 
Medical Center where he is recov- 
ering. According to Riambon, the 
three were on board a motorcyle 
being driven by Galapon when the 
incident happened at around 1:30 


THE SPIRIT О! 
Residents of Vitas, Tondo await their turn to receive groceries from an anonymous man, said to bea 
former tough guy in the area turned philanthropist, who has been playing Santa for years. 


a.m. Padilla and Corpus were get- 
ting off the vehicle at an intersec- 
tion near the Edsa-Ortigas Flyover 
in Mandaluyong City when a trail- 
er truck hit the victims. Padilla, 
who sustained a broken skull, died 
on the spot. Galapon was rushed 


Fires hit garment factory in Caloocan, 
elementary school in Quezon City 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


FIRES BROKE OUT IN A PUBLIC 
elementary school in Quezon 
Gity and a factory in Caloocan 
City before dawm yesterday. 

Nobody was hurt in the two 
incidents. 

Caloocan City arson investi- 
gators said they have yet to de- 
termine what caused the fire 
that hit a garment factory at 
156 Bayanihan Street in Baesa 


ataround 1:30 a.m. yesterday. 
The fire gutted the establish- 
ments second floor and de- 
stroyed an estimated P2 million 
worth of property. 
Fire fighters were able to put 
out the blaze after an hour. 
More than two hours later, 
another fire broke out at the 
Tomas Могао Elementary 
School on Tomas Gener Street 
in Kamuning, Quezon City. 
Reports from the Quezon City 


Fire District said that the blaze 
quickly spread and razed nine 
classrooms being used by the 
school's grades one and two 
students. 

The fire, which was believed 
to had been caused by faulty 
electrical wiring, started at 3:58 
2m. and was placed under con- 
trol at 4:20 a.m. 

Arson investigators are still 
estimating the cost of damage 
to the school's property. 


to the hospital but died while un- 
dergoing treatment for serious. 
head wounds. All three were not 
wearing helmets, Riambon said, 
adding that the truck driver was 
trying to beat the red light. Police 
are looking for witnesses who 
could give them the license plate 
ofthe truck which sped away after 
the incident. 

Kristine L. Alave 


Just a few reminders 
SAYING criminals never take the 
day off, Mayor Alfredo Lim yester- 
day appealed to Manila residents to 
take the necessary precautions be- 
fo jing away on a vacation and 
leaving their houses unattended. 
Lim said residents should lock 
their doors securely and unplug all 
their electrical appliances before 
going away. The holiday season, 
ће noted, was usually an opportu- 
nity for robbers to break into unoc- 
cupied houses. Lim, meanwhile, 
also stressed the importance of 
unplugging appliances or electrical 
accessories like Christmas lights to 
avoid fires before people go home 
to the provinces. The mayor also 
asked Manila Police District chiet 
Senior Supt. Roberto Rosales to 
ensure that there would be enough. 
policemen to conduct patrols and 
respond to calls for assistance 
from residents during the long 
Christmas break. 


Allison W. Lopez 
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DUBAI—AN AL QAIDA-LINKED 
group in Iraq has confirmed the 
death of Abu Maysara, a top op- 
erative who the US military said 
was killed in a clash last month, 
according to a recording posted 
on the Web on Saturday. 

Abu Omar al-Baghdadi, lead- 
er of the Islamic State in Irag, 
hailed Maysara as "a martyr 


who was a scholar and a mu- 
jahid (holy war fighter)," on the 
audio tape posted on Islamist 
websites. 

The US military said earlier 
in December that Maysara, a 
Syrian, was among nine senior 
al-Qaida members killed in 
November. It described him as 
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Al-Qaida group confirms death of top figure 


known as Abu Ayyub al-Masri, 
and his slain predecessor Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi. 


Baghdadi called on insur- 


gents to keep fighting during 
the current Bid al-Adha feast, 
when Muslims sacrifice ani- 
mals. 


“May God accept your sacri- 


tates of the Awakening Coun- 
cils, who are servants of the 
Crusaders,” Baghdadi said, re- 
ferring to US-backed neighbor- 
hood patrols who fight insur- 
gents. 

‘An increase in US troops, 
more efficient Iraqi security 
forces and neighborhood pa- 
trols organized by mainly Sunni 


Arab tribes have been credited 
for a decline in violence and a 
fall in civilian and US military 
casualties in the past two 
months, 

The tape's authenticity could 
not be verified but was posted 
ona main Islamist website often 
used by insurgent groups and 
the speaker sounded like earlier 


an adviser to Baghdadi, also 


fice, and may they be the apos- 


Former British PM Blair 
converts to Catholicism 


LONDON—FORMER BRITISH PRIME 
Minister Tony Blair has become a Ro- 
man Catholic, church officials said on 
Saturday, ending widespread specula- 
tion that he would switch to the faith of 
his wife and four children. 

But as Catholic leaders welcomed 
Blair into the fold, immediate ques- 
tions were raised about whether the 
54-year-old had now renounced his 
liberal views on contentious areas 
like abortion, gay rights and stem-cell 
research. 

A spokesperson for the leader of 
the Catholic Church in England and 
Wales, Cardinal Cormac Murphy 
O'Connor, said Blair had been “re- 
ceived into full communion with the 
Catholic Church” at a private Mass on 
Friday night. 

Murphy O'Connor, who took the 


ceremony, praised the conversion of 
Blair, now the intemational commu- 
nity’s special envoy to the Middle 
East. 

“For a long time, he has been a reg- 
ular worshipper at Mass with his fam- 
ily and in recent months he has been 
following a program of formation to 
prepare for his reception into full 
communion,” he said. 

“My prayers are with him, his wife 
and family at this joyful moment in their 
Journey of faith together.” Vatican 
spokesperson Frederico Lombardi 
added: “Catholics are glad to welcome 
into their community someone who has 
followed a serious and reflective path 
towards Catholicism.” The leader of the 
worldwide Anglican communion, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, 
also wished Blair well. 


Blair's conversion from Anglican- 
ism had been expected for a long 
time. 

He regularly attended Catholic 
Mass alongside his wife Cherie, a life- 
long Catholic, while prime minister 
and only attended Anglican services 
on state occasions. 

One of his last acts as premier was 
to visit Pope Benedict XVI at the Vati- 
can, fuelling speculation that a switch 
was imminent. 

But converting earlier could have 
been tricky, because of his role in 
peace talks between Catholics and 
Protestants in Northern Ireland, his 
government's legislation on same-sex 
partnerships and his role appointing 
Church of England bishops. 

His former press chief, Alastair 
Campbell—who once told journalists 


“we don't do God" when Blair was 
asked about religion—told BBC tele- 
vision: "His faith does matter an aw- 
ful lot to him as people who've 
worked with him, those who have 
known him, they've known that for 
some time. 

"And its something that I suspect 
he probably felt he couldn't do as 
prime minister, he's done it now" 
There is no legal or constitutional bar 
to a Catholic being British prime min- 
ister although there has never been a 
Catholic premier. 

Some commentators suggest that 
Blair will struggle to reconcile his 
Catholic faith with certain political 
decisions taken by his government 
such as allowing same-sex couples to 
enter into legally recognized civil 
partnerships. AEP 


POPE Benedict XVI poses with Br 
outgoing Prime Mi 


during ей 
on June 23, 


CIA obstructed 9/11 investigators, says report 


WASHINGTON—THE CIA OB- 
structed an official US commission 
investigating the Sept. 11 attacks 
by withholding tapes of interroga- 
tions of al-Qaida operatives, ас- 
cording to former panel members 
quoted in a report on Saturday. 

A review of documents by 
former members of the 9/11 
commission revealed the panel 
made repeated, detailed re- 
quests to the spy agency in 2003 
and 2004 for information about 
the interrogation of members of 


$4.17-B 
UN budget 
OKd but 
US objects 


UNITED NATIONS—THE GEN- 
eral Assembly early Saturday 
approved a two-year UN budget 
of $4.17 billion but the United 
States cast a lone dissenting 
vote. 

‘After marathon overnight talks, 
141 members endorsed the rec- 
commendation of the assembly's 
budgetary committee to support 
UN chief Ban Ki-moon’s request 
for the 2008-2009 budget, up 0.5 
percent from the previous one. 

The United States voted 
against because it objected to a 
$6.7 million-outlay in the budget 
to fund a follow-up to a 2001 
world conference on racism and 
racial discrimination which it 
viewed as anti-Israel. 

The US delegation withdrew 
from the 2001 conference on 
racism in Durban, South Africa, be- 
cause it felt that the parley singled 
out Israel “for censure and abuse” 
and suggested that apartheid exist- 
edin the Jewish state 

In recent days, US diplomats 
here also complained that the 25 
percent increase in the adminis- 
trative part of the budget was too 
high. 

‘The United States is the world 
body's largest contributor, cover- 
ing around 22 percent of the reg- 
ular budget. 

Ban welcomed the adoption of 
the budget by the assembly but 
expressed regret that “the resolu- 
tion was not adopted by consen- 
sus, marking a break with tradi- 
tion after 20 years.” “The Secre- 
tary General urges all member 
states to return to consensus deci- 
sion-making and to demonstrate 
a greater sense of flexibility and 
compromise, beyond individual 
national interests and in the com- 
mon cause of multilateralism for 
the good of humankind,” his press 
office said ina statement. АЕР 


the extremist network but were 
never notified of the tapes, the 
New York Times reported. 

The review of the commis- 
sion’s correspondence with the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
came after the agency earlier 
this month revealed it had de- 
stroyed videotapes in 2005 that 
showed harsh interrogations of 
two al-Qaida members. 

The review, written up in a 
memo prepared by Philip Ze- 
likow, the former executive di- 


rector of the 9/11 commission, 
said that "further investigation 
is needed" to resolve whether 
the CIA's failure to hand over 
the tapes violated federal law. 

The memorandum does not 
assert that withholding the 
tapes was illegal but states that 
federal law penalizes anyone 
who “knowingly and willfully” 
withholds or “covers up” a “ma- 
terial fact” from a federal in- 
quiry, the newspaper said. 

The revelation adds to pres- 


sure on President George W. 
Bush's administration, already 
under fire over the affair by hu- 
man rights groups and lawmak- 
ers who allege it has tried to 
cover up proof of torture. 

The CIA responded that the 
panel never specifically asked 
for interrogation videos. 

CIA spokesperson Mark 
Mansfield told AFP the agency 
had gone to “great lengths” to 
satisfy the panel's requests, and 
that commission members had 


been provided with details from 
interrogations of detainees. 
“The 9/11 Commission cer- 
tainly had access to, and drew 
from, detailed information that 
had been provided by terrorist 
detainees. That's how they re- 
constructed the plot in their 
comprehensive report," he said. 
“Because it was thought the 
commission could ask about 
tapes at some point, they were 
not destroyed while the com- 
mission was active." AFP 


ВЕІЛМС—А MERCHANT 
ship loaded with porcelain 
and other antiquities that 
sank off China's south coast 
800 years ago was raised from 
the bottom of the sea, state 
media reported on Saturday. 
Archaeologists built a large 
steel basket around the 30- 


meterlong ^ (99-footlong) 
ship, which was raised by a 
crane on Friday during a two- 
hour operation, Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

Discovered in 1987 off the 
coast of Guangdong province, 
the so-called South China Sea 
No.1 ship was recognized as 


ASALVAGE barge lifts a specially designed basket containing the wreck of the 800-year-old merchant ship “Nanhai No. I" from the 
‘waters off China's Guangdong province on Friday, Dec. 21. 


800-year-old ship raised from China Sea 


one of the oldest and largest 
merchant boats sunk in China, 
the report said. 
Archaeologists have recov- 
ered more than 4,000 contain- 
ers made of gold, silver and 
porcelain as well as about 
6,000 copper coins of the 
Song Dynasty (960-1279), 


ГА 


when the boat was built. 

They estimated there were 
still 60,000 to 80,000 items on 
board. 

The recovery of the boat is 
an important milestone for 
the study of porcelain in an- 
cient China, archaeologists 
said. AFP 


recordings of Baghdadi. 
While the Iraq wing of al-Qai- 
da remains at the forefront of 
many groups fighting US forces 
and the Shiite-led government 
supported by Washington, its 
fighters have faced growing op- 
position in the Sunni areas of 
Iraq where they operate. 
Reuters 
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Hoover 
wanted 
thousands 
arrested 


WASHINGTON—FORMER FBI 
director J. Edgar Hoover pro- 
posed imprisoning 12,000 
Americans in 1950 and sus- 
pending their right to habeas 
Corpus because they were "po- 
tentially dangerous,” the New 
York Times reported on Sunday. 

Hoover, who ran the top law: 
enforcement agency г 
decades, presented his plan to 
President Harry Truman 12 
days after the start of the Kore- 
an War in a letter to a top White 
House national security aide, 
according to newly declassified 
documents cited by the Times. 

The Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation chief wrote that his 
agency would use a “master 
warrant” to “apprehend all indi- 
viduals potentially dangerous” 
to national security based on an 
index of names compiled for 
years. 

Hoover suggested Truman 
justify the mass jailings “to pro- 
tect the country against trea- 
son, espionage and sabotage,” 
said the declassified letter, 
which was posted on the news- 
paper's website. 

There was no sign that Tru- 
man or his successor in the 
White House, Dwight Eisen- 
hower, endorsed any aspect of 
Hoover's plan. 

Since his death in 1972, his- 
torians have portrayed Hoover 
as having often abused his au- 
thority, violated civil liberties 
and overstated the threat of 
subversion. 

His proposal for mass arrests 
in 1950 included suspending 
habeas corpus, or the right of 
detainees to challenge the le- 
gality of their imprisonment. 

The principle, which dates 
back centuries, is enshrined in 
the US Constitution but has be- 
come the subject of debate in 
recent legal battles over the de- 
tention of suspects held as part 
of the US “war on terror” AFP 


Risks of cholesterol drug not fully revealed 


NEW EVIDENCE SHOWS THAT 
drugmakers Merck and Scher- 
ing-Plough have conducted sev- 
eral studies of their popular 
cholesterol medicine Zetia that 
raise questions about its risks to 
the liver, but the companies 
have never published those re- 
sults. 

Partial results of the studies, 
alluded to in documents on the 
Food and Drug Administration's 


website, raise questions about 
whether Zetia can cause liver 
damage when used long term 
with other cholesterol drugs 
called statins. 

‘Most of the millions of people 
who use Zetia take it along with 
a statin like Lipitor, Crestor or 
Zocor. Or they take it in а single 
pill, Vytorin, that combines Ze- 
Ча with Zocor. 

The discovery of the unpub- 


lished research comes as Merck 
and Schering are already under 
criticism for not yet releasing 
data from an important Zetia 
study, called Enhance, that they 
completed early last year. 

The Enhance data may also 
contain important information 
about Zetia's liver risks. At least 
some patients were dropped 
from the Enhance study after 
testing revealed that they had 


elevated liver enzymes, a Scher- 
ing-Plough spokesperson con- 
firmed this week. 

But a full report on that trial, 
induding the number of pa- 
tients who had liver problems, 
will not be available until 
March. 

Doctors say that by failing to 
disclose promptly all their re- 
search, Merck and Schering- 
Plough may be leaving the pub- 


lic with a misleadingly favor- 
able view of Zetia's safety and; 
benefits. 

"you don't want to have data 
missing,” said Dr. Bruce Psaty, a* 
professor of medicine and epi- 
demiology at the University of: 
Washington. "When there have 
been adverse effects, when the 
benefits don't look impressive, 
those are the trials that historical. 
lydon'tmakeitto press” NYT! 
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Pro-Thaksin party claims 
victory in Thai elections 


BANGKOK—ALLIES OF 


DEPOSED PREMIER 


Thaksin Shinawatra took a strong lead in Thai- 
land's general elections on Sunday, according to 
exit polls, returning the self-made billionaire to 
the center of Thai politics. 


‘The pro-Thaksin People Power 
Рапу (PPP) quickly announced 
that it would begin forming a 
coalition government, after two 
exit polls showed it had a healthy 
lead over its nearest rival, the 
Democrat Party. 

“Ic will definitely be a coalition 
government. We will discuss with 
the parties who have similar poli- 
cy platforms to us," PPP's secre- 
tary general Surapong Suebwon- 
glee said. 

The results were a repudiation 
of the military's relentless efforts 
to wipe out Thaksin's political in- 
fluence, 15 months after the gen- 


Pakistan 
nabs blast 
suspects 


PESHAWAR—SEVERAL SUS- 
pects were arrested in the sui- 
cide bombing that killed 56 
people in Pakistan but missed 
the target, a close ally of Presi- 
dent Pervez Musharraf, security 
officials said on Saturday. 

‘The announcement came as 
grisly new details emerged about 
the attack, which saw the bomber 
pack his suicide vest with ball- 
bearings to inflict as many casual- 
ties as possible. 

Fridays bombing, one of the 
worst suicide attacks in Pakistan's 
troubled history targeted 
Musharraf's former interior min- 
ister Aftab Sherpao, who led a 
government crackdown on Islam- 
ic militants. 

“We have arrested several peo- 
ple,” said one of the officials, who 
asked not to be named. “We have 
made important progress in the 
investigation and we hope to hunt 
down culprits.” 

The attack was condemned by 
the United Nations and the United 
States, which counts Musharraf as 
a pivotal ally in its “war on terror” 
campaign against Islamic militancy. 

The carnage has raised fears of 
more bloodshed in the run-up to 
the Jan. 8 parliamentary elec- 
tions—which are already under 
intense international scrutiny af- 
ter allegations Musharraf's allies 
will ty to rig the ballot. 

Police said on Saturday they 
had found two severed legs be- 
lieved to be those of the suicide 
bomber and that they were con- 
ducting DNA tests. AFP 


erals seized power in a bloodless 
coup, an analyst said. 

"The results underlined that 
people still support Thaksin and 
want him to come back,” said 
Ukrist Pathmanand, a professor of 
political science at Bangkok's 
Chulalongkorn University. "It also 
showed that Thaksin was stil 
popular, especially among people 
living in northeastern provinces." 
‘The exit polls gave PPP at least 58 
seats more than its nearest rival, 
the Democrat Party. 

Election authorities planned to 
release unofficial results by mid- 
night, but Democrat leader Abhisit 


THAKSIN E 


Мейайма said he would not dispute. 
the PPP's right to form a coalition. 

"So now we are in second 
place, and forming a coalition 
government is for the one that got 
the most,” he told reporters, but 
later added they were still waiting 


for the official results. 

PPP appeared to come out 
ahead in the polls, even though 
one third of the country including 
‘Thaksin's rural strongholds, are 
still under martial law. 

Army-backed Prime Minister 
Surayud Chulanont insisted the 
polls were fair, and PPP leader 
Samak Sundaravej said Sunday 
that he believed election authori- 
ties had dealt with the party even- 
handedly so far. 

Thaksin has not retumed to 
Thailand since the coup, living in- 
stead in selfimposed exile in 
Britain, where he bought the 
Manchester City Football Club. 

The junta dissolved Thaksin's 
‘Thai Rak Thai (Thais Love Thais) 
party and banned him from politi- 
cal office, but the man who made 
a fortune in telecoms has re- 
mained a dominant and divisive 
figure in Thai politics. AFP 


Leading candidates for Thai 
premier a study in contrast 


BANGKOK—ONE IS POLITE, 
Oxford-educated and movie- 
star handsome. The other is ag- 
ing, acid-tongued and a veteran 
of rough and tumble politics. 

One of these starkly contrast- 
ing men is likely to emerge as 
Thailand's next prime minister 
after parliamentary elections on 
Sunday, which will restore 
democracy after 15 months of 
military-led rule. 

Samak Sundaravej, the 72- 
yearold veteran, is an ultra- 
right-winger who heads the 
People's Power Party. His earthy, 
shoot-from-the-hip style is pop- 
ular with some in the working 
class, though less so with ana- 
lysts and the media. 

“Samak is acerbic, bellige 
ent, polarizing and divisive, 
says Thitinan Pongsudhirak, a 
political scientist at Chula- 
longkom ^ University іп 
Bangkok. "He is not very ap- 
pealing." 

His opponent, Abhisit Vejjaji- 
va, the 43-year-old head of the 
liberal Democrat Party, has oth- 
er shortcomings. Born and edu- 
cated in England, in the hal- 
lowed halls of Eton and Oxford, 
he is out of touch with regular 
people and downright boring, 
some experts say. 

“He is well equipped on pa- 
per but he has not been able to 
connect to the grass roots,” 
Thitinan said. "He has not been 
able to widen and broaden his 
appeal to become a national 
candidate for prime minister” 

Most polls show that Samak's 


People’s Power Party will win 
the most seats but fail short of a 
majority in the 480-seat parlia- 
ment. 

Typically, the leader of the 
winning party forms a govern- 
ment with coalition partners 
and takes the premiership. 
However, some experts see an- 
other likely scenario: smaller 
parties joining forces with the 
Democrats, paving the way for 
Abhisit to rise to the top post. 

Samak is the torchbearer for 
Thaksin Shinawatra, the bil- 
lionaire businessman who was 
ousted as prime minister in a 
bloodless coup in September 
2006. He lives in self-imposed 
exile in London, in part because 
he would face corruption 
charges if he returned. 

The People's Power Party is 
made up mostly of Thaksin's old 
supporters, though Samak him- 
selfis new to the Thaksin team. 

“I don't have to talk much 
about policies, because the 
whole country knows what the 
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policies of our party are,” 
Samak said in an interview with 
The Associated Press? 

As prime minister from 2001 
to 2006, Thaksin launched pro- 
grams to help Thailand's poor 
rural areas, including low-inter- 
est loans, virtually free medical 
care and village development 
projects. 

“Thaksin did good things for 
the country for five years and 
the whole country knows it,” 
Samak said. 

Samak, known as a cat lover 
and passionate cook, carries 
some serious political baggage. 

He is still remembered for al- 
legedly stirring up right-wing 
mobs that killed leftist student. 
activists in 1976. Now, he faces 
corruption charges related to 
the purchase of fire trucks and 
bidding on a sewage project 
during his term as Bangkok 
mayor. 

His opponent has been a 
shining star since he entered 
politics at the age of27. АР 


Scientists fine-tune tsunami warning system 


BERLIN—AS THE THIRD AN- 
niversary of the Asian tsunami 
nears, German scientists say 
they are working hard to honor 
a promise made to Indonesia to 
create an Indian Ocean alert 
system to prevent a repeat of 
the 2004 tragedy. 

“The aim is to be able to send 
out an alert within 10 minutes 
of the earthquake that sets off 
the giant waves and to save 
lives,” said Joern Lauterjung of 
Germany's national research 
center for geoscience (GFZ) in 
Potsdam outside Berlin. 

The offer to develop a com- 
plex quake measuring system 
with sensors on land and the 
seabed relaying information via 
satellite to remote computers, 
was made three weeks after the 
tsunami killed some 220,000 
people along the Indian Ocean 
shoreline on Dec. 26, 2004. 

The government of Indone- 
sia, which bore the brunt of the 
killer waves, immediately ac- 
cepted and 120 German experts 
went to work on a project 
named the German Contribu- 


tion to the Tsunami Early Warn- 
ing System for the Indian Ocean. 
(GITEWS). 

Three years later, the mission 
is almost accomplished and the 
researchers hope to have the 
system up and running in 
November 2008. 

Since early 2005, the German 
team has worked with Indone- 
sian, American and Japanese 
crews on setting up 160 seismic 
measuring stations on land and 
anchoring 23 sensors to the 
ocean bed. 

The seabed sensors are vital to 
the system's success because the 
instruments on land cannot give 
scientists a picture of how the 
earth's plates have been deformed 
below the sea by a quake. 

"The land sensors are not 
enough because they do not en- 
able us to know how an earth- 
quake has damaged the seabed. 
Tt is only if there is a vertical de- 
formation that the seism will be 
followed by a tsunami,” Lauter- 
jung said. 

In 2004, he explained, the 
strongest earthquake ever 


recorded in this region pushed 
the earth’s crust upwards by 15 
centimeters with a violent jolt 
that triggered the tsunami. 

The underwater sensors are 
cast into the waves attached to 
weights to make them sink 
more than 5 kilometers to the 
ocean floor. 

They can measure the pres- 
sure of the water mass above 
them, and therefore its height. 
This means that any sudden 
variation in sea level is detected 
and used to predict the forma- 
tion of giant waves. 

The sensors carry out mea- 
surements every 15 seconds 
and relay the information to a 
buoy which sends the informa- 
tion to Jakarta via satellite. 

if a quake is detected and at 
the same time the seabed moni- 
tors measure abnormal water 
pressure, another complex part 
of the warning system kicks in, 
as the GFZ's technology seeks to 
predict where and when the 
tsunami will strike the coast. 

“These calculations unfortu- 
nately rake a long time because, 


since the seabed is not even, the 
range of variables to be taken 
into account is vast. We have 
therefore developed models of 
potential trajectories to save 
our computers time,” Lauter- 
jung said. 

The system had what, his 
team described as a “baptism of 
fire” in September when an 8.4- 
magnitude earthquake struck 
off the west coast of Indonesia's 
Sumatra island. It measured the 
size and location of the seism 
within a record five minutes. 

This enabled the scientists at 
Potsdam to raise the alert to In- 
donesian authorities more than 
10 minutes earlier than the Pa- 
cific Tsunami Warning Centre in 
Hawaii. 

It is big step forward in a field 
where mere minutes can mean 
the difference between life and 
death for people in the path of a 
tsunami, the GFZ's Joachim 
Zschau said. 

It takes 10 to 20 minutes 
from the time a seabed earth- 
quake happens for a tsunami to 
hit the coast. AFP 
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Cebu overwhelms Manila y 
puts away baseball crown ~ 


By Marc Anthony Reyes. 


CEBU BATTERED FIVE MANILA PITCH- 
ers for 23 hits and tumed the rubber 
match for the Baseball Philippines Series 
2 championship into an unexpected 20-5 
тош yesterday at the Rizal Memorial ball 
park 


‘The Dolphins, fourth placers in the pi- 
Jot series, opened an 18-1 lead on top of 
the sixth that should have ended the one- 
sided match, except that the 10-run mer- 
су rule was not applied in the best-of- 
three title series. 

“It’s the offense that did it,” said Cebu 
team manager Isaac Bacarisas in the 
midst of his boys’ celebration in the mud- 
dy midfield. "Lahat ng inilagay ko, tu- 
тайата, pati reserba (Everyone I put in 
made a hit, even the рео. d 
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Jonash Ponce and Jerome Bacarisas 
drove in four runs each, Ruben Angeles 
sent home three and Migs Corcuera had 
two RBIs while going four-for-four to lead 
the Dolphins attáck. 

Southpaw Joseph Orillana, who won 
the opener for Cebu, 6-3, on a three-hit- 
ter, claimed the win and the Series 2 MVP 
Award. He scattered 12 hits and struck 
out four a day after the Dolphins dropped 
а close 9-8 decision in Game 2 that ex- 
tended the playoffs. 

Manila started ace pitcher Charlie 
‘Labrador, who yielded seven hits and five 
runs in the first two and 2/3 innings. 

Romeo Jasmin, the Game 2 winner, 
took over and lasted only one and 2/3 in- 
nings after giving up four hits, including a 
three-run single by Bacarisas. 

Jose Castro went to work on top of the 


PO 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 


fourth and surrendered four runs 
before Cebu went to town with а 
nine-hit, nine-run spree off Mike 
Natividad in the sixth inning 
for that 18-1 lead. 

Even actor Richard Gomez, 
a Cebu third stringer, added 
fire to the rout as he belted a 
one-run triple in that explosive sixth (See 
related story on A23). 

“I put in five pitchers but no one was 
able to stop their hitters,” said Manila 
team manager Johel Palanog, who even 
tapped seldom-used Richard Landicho to 
close the match. 

The small crowd, which included reign- 
ing IBF fiyweight champ Nonito Donaire, 
erupted in cheers after Manila's Lamy 
Icban popped an easy fly for the third out 
that mercifully stopped the camage. 


Assistant Editor Francis T. J. Ochoa 
‘Text us your feedback: inquirer sprt name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mail: pr_sports@inyux’ 


Website: wwwinguirernetsports 


nine-run splurge by the Cebu Dolpl 


The Sharks unleashed а four-run 
splurge later in the inning but that hardly 
made any difference. 

As MVP for the season and the title se- 
ries, Orillana received the Emilio Jun" 
Bernardino trophy, named after the late 
PBA commissioner. 

Orillana, Labrador and four other 
mainstays of Cebu and Manila missed 
Game 2 to join their teammates who re- 


JON De Ubago beats the throw to Manila Sharks catcher Romel Roja and scores па. 
in the sixth inning. 


ODELROTONI 


ceived their cash incentives from Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo the other day as 
Silver medalists in the recent Southeast. 
Asian Games behind Thailand. 

The league, organized by Community 
Sports Inc., will resume on March 23 next 
year with a record fied of eight teams. 

nescores 

CEBU 141 309 002 —20 238 

MANILA 001004 000 122. 


Harbour Centre seals 
Ше duel with Hapee 


bour Centre's three-conference reign with 


By Jasmine W. Payo fense since Hapee is 


GAMESTHURSDAY а running team,” he ап 80-72 victory in the series opener, before’, 

HARBOUR CENTRE STARTED HOT AND исине) said. Batang Pier forged the Game 2 equalizer, 
then coasted past San Mig Coffee, 79-67, 2pm—San Mig But its Batang 82-77, last Saturday. y 

to clinch the last PBL championshi vs Toyota Balintawak ^ piers early scoring Bonbon Custodio paced the Coffee Kings 
berth yesterday at the Rizal Memorial (0291973) charge anchored on with 25 points, but unlike in previous 
$ Coliseum. pet Tang, who shot nine games, new San Beda recruits Pong Escobal. 

With the La Salle duo of Rico Maierhofer аман of his 14 points іп and Ekwe hardly made an impact. 

and TY Tang dominating anew, Batang Pier ен the first period, that Batang Pier typified their superiority Ьу. 
arranged а best-of-three championship set the tempo for draining nine of their first 11 points from 
showdown with the unbeaten Hapee the rout. beyond the arc in the third period for a 54- 


33 bubble. 

The Coffee Kings, though, recovered; 
from their stupor in the final quarter with a: 
12-2 run that trimmed the lead to 66-52, 
but a Gallent timeout quickly put things 
back in order for Batang Pier, who led, 70- 
52, heading into the final three minutes. 

Thescores: 

HARBOUR CENTRE 78—Maierhoer 19, Tang 14, Ver- 
gara 9, Gonzales 9, Mercado 8, Gaco 6, Malabanan 5, Tay- 
lor4, Ababou 3, Asoro 2. 

ЗАН MIG COFFEE 67—Custodio 25, Pascual 12, Ekwe 
11, Bolocon 7, Dela Peña 6, Escobal 2, Rafteses 2, Del 
Rosario 2, Menor 0, Luanzon 0, Sorongon 0, Angeles 0, 
заво. 

Quarters: 24-15, 43-26, 64-40, 79-67 


шеме ‘Toothpaste in the V-Go Extreme Energy 
Drink Cup starting Thursday. 

“Our fluid motion went back to its place,” 
said coach Jorge Gallent after Batang Pier 
prevailed in the Game 3 semifinal decider. 
Gallent said he hopes Batang Pier would 
sustain the momentum in their bid for an 
unprecedented fourth straight crown 
against a Hapee squad riding high on an 
11-game winning streak. 

“We have to practice our transition de- 


Coming from an all-around Game 2 per- 
formance, Maierhofer then took over in the 
next canto as Batang Pier went on to lead 
by as many as 27 points, 64-37, in the sec- 
ond half. 

“We also started playing good defense in 
the second quarter,” said Gallent, whose big 
men held 6-foot-8 Nigerian Sam Ekwe to 
justa bucket at halftime. 

Maierhofer posted his third straight 
semifinal double-double with 19 points and 
12 rebounds, while Tang finished with 14. 

Hapee claimed the first title slot after 
sweeping Toyota Balintawak, 2-0, in their 
own semifinal encounter. 

San Mig Coffee threatened to end Har- 


HARBOUR Centre big man Rico Maierhofer 
collars the rebound off San Mig Coffee's Jerby 
del Rosario in yesterday's PBL rubber match 
at the Rizal Coliseum. mouse peoroscon потом 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


IN THE GROWING SPORT OF FUTSAL, 
a bunch of athletes recently turned 
garbage into, well, bronze. Literally: 

In fact, the members ofthe Philippine 
‘women's futsal team will be the first to 
tell you that the bronze medal that 
j adored each member's neck at the end 
$ of the 24th Southeast Asian Games in 
f Thailand recently was dug from trash 
|| cans and piles of refuse. 
l| So don't blame them if they see 
|| golden shine in their medals. 
|| “Futsal isa relatively new sport, so 
| there wasn't any money for this team,” 

said goalkeeper and co-captain Tiffany 
| Batungbacal. "When the coaches told us 
| -there won't be any money, we all decid- 
| ed that we could do iton our own.” 
| To address the question of financing 
|| the team’s participation in the biennial 
|| meer, in a sport inserted on the roster 
|| specifically to boost Thailand's gold 
|| medal machine, the team had a simple 
|| game plan: sell newspapers, bottles, ink 
cartridges and old clothes. 

“We collected them from our families, 
friends, colleagues and offices,” said 
|| Batungbacal. "We actually got stuff from 


| Futsal bronze shines like gold 


garbage cans in Ateneo and also at the 
University of Asia and the Pacific.” 

‘Team members also organized futsal 
cinics and tournaments and held raffles, 
solicitations, events and garage sales. 

“Tt was a choice that we made after 
thinking long and hard of the sacrifices 
we needed to undertake as national ath- 
letes,” winger Carla Isabel Paredes said. 


No budget for the team 

“Part ofthese sacrifices was the mon- 
ey we needed to raise to fund the partici- 
pation fee for the SEA Games. The PSC 
(Philippine Sports Commission) in- 
formed us that there was no budget for 
our team. So we left no stone unturned 
inorder to raise funds.” 

‘And it wasa reality that team mem- 
bers understood since futsal—an indoor. 
version of football where each team 
fields in five players on court—is sill 
perceived as a novel sport in the country. 

"Sometimes you really have to prove 
yourself first before sponsors come in,” 
Said Manny Batungbacal, team coach 
and Tiffany's husband. 

“Tn faimess to the PSC, they didn’t 


have any budget also,” said Barungbacal. 


“We're a relatively new sport and its 


harder to gamble on us compared to 
boxing and all the other popular sports.” 

But with funds still short a week be- 
fore the SEA Games, the couple decided 
tosell their car. 

"We've been really planning to sell it,” 
shared Batungbacal. "Days before we 
left for Thailand, we still lacked 
P250,000 and we sold the car for 
P220,000. But we had no regrets at all.” 

Despite the off-court difficulties, the 
squad never lost its focus on the game. 

"We knew our weakness— speed, 
strength and core,” said Batungbacal. 
“Our coaches did their homework; they 
did their strategies and plays. The team 
‘was open enough to re-leam things." 


Understanding each other 
‘The 14-member squad, composed 
mostly of former soccer players, is also 
relatively old—in sports years, at 
Jeast—with an average age of 27. 
“We're not the strongest, biggest and 
fastest, but we really worked hard,” said 
‘Batungbacal. "We understood each oth- 
er and that really helped. We've been to- 
gether for two and a half years. That's 
‘one of the things that gave us the edge.” 
In their bronze medal match against 


FROM GARBAGE TO GOLD: Members of the RP team pose for posterity at their 
recent thanksgiving party. Seated from left, Farrahbeth Limbo, Tiffany Batungbacal, 
Glaiza Artus, Shella Ninobla, Francine Ruffy, Ria Tanjangco and Krishna Javier, 
(standing, same order) Under-19 RP coach Joe! Villarino, coach Manny Batungbacal, 
players Glenda Bascon, Carla Paredes and Simonette Gaspay assistant coach Paul 


Encarnacion and Loyola Schools PE director Alex Torres. QUERTHOTONNOSUSCREETA 
Malaysia, the Filipinos triumphed at3-1 Everybody was selfless.” 
with Shella Ninobla delivering the goals. With the feat, good news started trick- 


inthe ninth and 26th minute and Mari- 
gen Ariel contributing in the 11th. 
“They're not the best set of players but 
they made it work,” said assistant coach 
Paul Encarnacion. “The game they 
played against Malaysia, thats the first 
time I really saw them play as a team. 


ling in, including a guarantee that the 
PSC will reimburse the squad's expenses. 
“This isn'ta perfect team,” said 
Batungbacal. “We had our fights. But at 
the end of the day, we played for our 
country for the people who believed in 
usand for each other in the team.” 


pee neonnaencssacon seven" ST HORS 
* 


| Unleash : 


in you, 


dgio 


Mehr ua nantes 


the road warrior. 


rsütpecenorttesooneHttpgqoyveppoane 


‚ Power up WY m 
with > 


95 RON. 


ЕРЕТІН! 


A NV 


Eg. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SPORTS 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2007 


THERE ARE TWO REASONS WHY 
the Philippine Basketball Association is 
coming up with a two-game package to- 
morrow, Christmas Day. 

1) The PBA obviously feels the duty 
to celebrate, so it’s throwing out a two- 
game party. 

2) The PBA wants to join Mala- 
cafiang in offering something special to 
millions of Filipino overseas workers 
who are here to spend Christmas with 
their loved ones. 

105 no secret that the PBA, together 
with Manny Pacquiao, has remained a 
top favorite among sports-loving Pinoys 
abroad. 

Asia's first play-for-pay cage league is 
still tops on the list of our homesick 
countrymen. 

So one sure hit of a gift for these 
hardworking heroes of the RP economy 
isto treat them to live PBA action at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum on Christmas Day. 


No, the main gift, in this case, 


Ginebra calling in Big J on Christmas day? 


‘won't come in wrapped. 
It's a sure thriller, assured the PBA 

media bureau, so there's no reason to 

call ita surprise package anymore. 

‘The Dec. 25 schedule reads: 

3 p.m.—Red Bull vs Alaska 

5:20 p.m.—Ginebra vs Purefoods 

‘Anyway, the countless balikbayans 
who have gone gaga over the Big J 
and Barangay Ginebra would not be 
glad to see that their favorite outfit, 
the defending conference titlist, has 
been blowing hot and cold. 

In fact, Ginebra, which had figured in 
uncharacteristic fold-ups, squandering 
double-digit leads in at least five out- 
ings, lost its game last Friday and 
dropped to 9-6. 

Now, against leagueeading Pure- 
foods, the Kings will have to go out of 
their way beg the Big J to lend them the 
fabled never-say-die spirit in the Christ- 
mas Day тапет to keep their wild-card 
chances alive. 


Recah Trinidad _ 


With their respective credentials, the 
Red Bull-Alaska opening encounter on 
Christmas Day should pack all the 
sparks and thrills fit to put balikbayans 
and home fans at the edge of their 
seats. 

Continues an advice from the PBA 
media bureau: 

“Purefoods, with its 11-3 slate, is 
assured of a slot in the semifinals. 
Red Bull, Alaska, Talk ‘N Text, Sta. Lu- 
cia are hotly disputing the second 
semifinal seat. The top two teams 
gain automatic semifinal slots. The 
3rd, 4th, Sth teams move on to the 


quarterfinals, while the 6th, 7th, 8th, 
9th teams earn wild card spots." 

With that list, it can't be avoided 
that the PBA Christmas mainer feature 
the awesome league leader (Pure- 
foods) against the defending confer- 
ence titlist (Ginebra), who must strut 
out in order to avoid outright ouster. 

Purefoods is sure to sizzle on Christ- 
mas Day but Ginebra, to repeat, may 
need a holiday visit to its embattled 
bench from no less than Bobby Jawors- 
ki, the Living Legend, in order to relive 
original Batang Barangay Ginebra 
heroics for tomorrow's main event. 

Both outfits play for the San Miguel 
бав but, going by their contrasting for- 
tunes and styles, there's no assuring if 
meat products would prevail over 
good-old-reliable Marka Demonyo. 

No matter which way the Christmas 
main game goes, the PBA shall have al- 
зо scored timely winning points, main- 
ly for the tireless party-goers around 


us. 

With the holiday offering at the Big 
Dome, the PBA is certain to prevent the 
careless foul shooters among the balik- 
bayans from overstaying at the holiday 
table that, no doubt, lurks with the 
sweet poison of pork and other rich, 
succulent holiday dangers. 

Merry Christmas! 

Happy healthy burping to alll 

(CURTAINS: Sympathies to our dear 
friend Efren “Bata” Reyes whose Kuya 
Fermin, a supreme gentleman like the 
world pool maestro himself passed away 
last Thursday... Kindly pray for the eter- 
nal repose of Helen Racelis of Lucban, 
Quezon, mother of actress Yayo Aguila 
and outstanding campus beauty at the 
University of Santo Tomas in the early 
19605, who joined her Creator last week 
and was interred at the Manila Memorial 
Park in Parafiaque... Salute and farewell 
to writer Adrian Cristobal, 75, teacher 
and great adviser:) 


Puentevella 
taps MVP as 
‘godfather 


By June Navarro 


NEWLY APPOINTED 2008 BEIJING OLYMPICS CHIEF OF MIS- 
sion Rep. Monico Puentevella has tapped a prospective “godfa- 
ther” for boxing and taekwondo to boost the sports’ chances of 
landing the Philippines’ first gold medal. 

qualifiers, led by Southeast Asian 
Games quadruple-gold medalist 
Miguel Molina, JB Walsh, Daniel 
Coakley and Ryan Arabejo. 


Puentevella, also the Philippine 
Olympic Committee first vice 
president, got the commitment of 
PLDT/Smart chair Manny V 


By Romina S. Austria. 


MEMBERS and officials of the RP cycling team, led by top rider Irish Valenzuela, (eighth from left) and coach Jomel Lorenzo (left) flash the No. 1 sign. 


Bike ace may race for Danish team 


snatched four gold medals in the recent 24th Thailand (3:09 behind). 


Pangilinan to support the cam- 
paign of the boxers and taekwon- 
do jins in the Summer Games. 

"Mr. Pangilinan has agreed to 
help fund the training of these 
athletes,” said Puentevella. “We 
will bring back the godfather sys- 
tem by asking for the commitment 
ofother (business) tycoons.” 

‘Taekwondo jins Tshomlee Go 
and Mary Antoinette Rivero 
eamed a reum wip to the 
Olympics after hurdling their re- 
spective qualifying tournaments 
while boxer Harry Таћатог se- 
cured a Beijing stint at the world 
championships in Chicago in 
November. 


Archery has also booked a ticket to 
the Games courtesy Mark Javier. 

Тор sports officials have earlier 
floated the names of shopping 
mall king Henry Sy of SM, Ayala's 
Don Jaime Zobel de Ayala and 
Danding Cojuangco of San Miguel 
Corp. as prospective backers of 
the county's Olympic drive. 

“This is our most serious pur- 
suit to win that elusive medal,” 
said Puentevella. "And we will 
make sure that when we go there 
(Olympics), we're really prepared 
to get it this time.” 

POC president Jose “Peping” 
Cojuangco Jr and PSC chair 
William “Butch” Ramirez wil 


SEA Games before ruling the Tour of Thailand. 
FRESHFROMITS CONQUEST OFTHETOUR ^ In the six-stage Thailand race that ended 
of Thailand, the national cycling team received Friday, the 20-year-old Valenzuela placed sec- 
yet another honor after top rider Irish Valen- ond in the first stage and was the best-placed 
zuela was invited to race for Danish continen- Filipino at fifth in che individual standings. 
tal team Farso Denmark. ‘The RP team timed 72 hours, one minute 
Coach Jomel Lorenzo said he has given his and seven seconds to beat Japan (72:04:40) 
permission to Farso Denmark's team manager and Thailand А (72:08:01) for the overall gen- 
to recruit Valenzuela as long as the Filipino re- eral classification and Asean championships. 
mains available to serve the Philippine team. Other members of the team in the 1,094.54 
“Why not?" Lorenzo said over dzSR Sports km race were Victor Espiritu, Warren Davadil- 
Radio. “It would do the nationals a lot of good la, Lloyd Reynante and Ronald Gorantes. 
if they are tapped by foreign teams, especially Kazemi Sarai Ahad of Iran emerged indivi 
the Europeans, because foreign exposure is ual champion with a clocking of 28:42:45, fol- 
what they need. lowed by Tonton Susanto of Indonesia (4 sec- 
Lorenzo said that despite theirlackofinter- onds behind), Jonanbanian Hossein of Iran (6 
national experience, the national cyclists seconds behind) and Mahawang Prajak of 


Rounding out the final standings in the team classifica- 
tion: гап (Tabriz Petrochemical) 72:11:02; Malaysia national 
team 723639; Saa (Dukia Trencin Merida) 7237:46; Gar- 
талу (Kuota Senges) 72:45:19; Denmark (Farso Denmark) 
724838; Chinese Таре (Вап Asia Racing) 72:50:45; Vietnam 
national team 73:06:35; Indonesia (Customs Cycling Club In- 
donesia} 73:1637; Th Netherlands (Ysselstreek) 73:43:48; and 
another Japanese team (Matrix Powertag) 73:4559. 


Roligon derby lures 65 entries 
WITH 65 ENTRIES ALREADY LISTED AS OF yes- 
terday, it's all systems go for the annual “Noche 
Buena" 4-cock derby on Dec. 27 at Roligon Mega 
Cockpit in Parañaque. Host Rolly Ligon urged 
participants said the first of over 120 fights will 
start at exactly 1 p.m. A guaranteed prize of 
P500,000 is at stake. Entry fee is P4,400. 


“While the govemment has 
thrown its all-out support to the 
campaign, the private sector will 
also be asked to come in as well,” 
said Puentevella. 

The weightlifting chief and Ba- 
colod congressman said he would 
arrange a meeting between the ty- 
coons and President Macapagal- 
Arroyo as soon as he gets sponsor- 
ship pledges. 

“When I present them to the 
President, it will just be (a matter 
of their) acceptance (of the godfa- 
Фер task)" said Puentevella. 

Swimming has four Olympic 
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spearhead the core group of offi 
cials who will closely monitor the 
preparation of the athletes. 
Puentevella said some of the 
athletes will start leaving to train 
overseas next month and that af- 
ter-the holidays, the monitoring 
group would meet at least once а 
week to tackle the issues concern- 
ing the country’s Olympic drive. 


President, Puentevella 


said, has thrown her all-out sup- 
port ro the campaign by directly 
involving herself in the fund-rais- 
ing drive to augment the Olympic 
war chest of P30 million. 


CLARK MARATHON 

Officials of network giant ABS-CBN and sponsors and 
‘organizers of the Clark Freeport Interational Marathon seal 
with handshakes their partnership for the coverage ofthe Jan. 
13 foot race at Clark Field in Pampanga. The first major sports 
event of 2008 is expected to draw runners from around Asia. 
At the event's formal contract signing are (from left) CDC 
“Tourism and Cultural manager Noemi Garcia, ABS-CBN 
Sports head Peter Musngi, ActivAsia Inc. president and CEO 
Manny de Luna, ABS-CBN VP and CFO Miguel Jose Navarrete 
and RACE president and race director Rudy Biscocho, With 
the network's participation, Clark Development Corporation 
and ActivAsia, Inc. have ensured international coverage of the 
marathon through ABS-CBN's The Filipino Channel. 
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Goma gets that vinning feeling again 


By Marc Reyes 


RICHARD GOMEZ, ~ " 
the sports-loving ac- 

she spoit ptre ae Season’s Greetings 
another winning 

team yesterday. 

‘The towering 
movie and TV star 
added one more 
feather in his sports 
cap when he did his 
share in the 20-5 rout 
that Cebu pulled off 
against Manila in 
their rubber match 
for the Baseball 
Philippines Series 2 
championship yester- 
day at the Rizal 
Memorial ball park. 

Usually languish- 
ingin the dugout 
chewing on peanuts, 
Gomez, a former na- 
tional shotgun shoot- 
er and fencer, sud- 
denly found himself 
in the thick of things 
when the Dolphins 
started to rip the 

‘Tapped to pinch- 
hit by Cebu team. 
manager Isaac 
Bacarisas, he rapped 
а grounder to center 
to the delight of a 
Jean Sunday crowd. 

‘That burst of bril- 
liance obviously sur- 
prised the Manila 
outfielders who 
scrambled for the ball 
while Jerome 
Bacarisas—who had 
earlier singled, then 
stole second— 
dashed for home. 

Gomez strode con- 
fidently to first base, 
then sprinted all the 
‘way to third. 

The run-scoring 
triple was one of nine 
hits Cebu produced 
inthe sixth inning 
where the Dolphins 
piled up nine runs to 
take a huge 18-1 
lead. 

Italso vindicated 
Gomez somehow 
from a boner he com- 
mitted a day earlier 
when he was пайей 
while trying to steal 
second in the eighth 
inning as pinch run- 
ner for Miggy Cor- 
cuera, Cebu trailing 
8-9. 

Until yesterday, 
Gomez's previous 
statistic in the confer- 
double in a no-bear- 


н Government Warning: 


Gomez, 41, who 


шшш. Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. | 
аза n exe Es 


moving on to rowing, 
fencing and shooting. A 
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TRACY McGrady (top) of the Houston Rockets wrestles for control of the ball against Joe Smith of the Chicago Bulls. 
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Hot Yi steers Bucks past Bobcats 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN—CHINESE 
rookie Yi Jianlian displayed an array of of- 
fensive weapons to score a career-high 29 
points Saturday in the Milwaukee Bucks’ 
103-99 victory over the Charlotte Bobcats. 

Yi, the.sixth overall selection in the Na- 
tional Basketball Association draft last 
June, made his first 12 shots and finished 
14-of-17 from the floor with 10 rebounds. 

Yi scored 10 points in the third quarter as 
the Bucks built on their 58-47 halftime lead to 
take a 85-71 advantage after three quarters. 

Charlotte narrowed the gap to 97-89 on 
Raymond Felton's jumper with 4:44 left in the 
game, but Yi promptly answered with a 
Jumper of his own seconds later. 

Yis performance showed vast 
improvement from his first ef- 
fort against the Bobcats. 

In that, his second NBA out- 
У ing, Yi scored just two points on 1- 
of _ 0f6 shooting in а 102-99 loss at 

Charlotte. 

Michael Redd added 27 points and Mo 
Williams had 22 as the Bucks improved to 
За 93athome. 

Jason Richardson scored 30 
% “= and Emeka Okafor and Felton 
ett BF scored 17 apiece for Charlotte, 


who trailed the entire game. 
The Bobcats had to battle just to 
3 get to the contest in the face of winter 
ЎА 5 storms wreaking havoc in Canada and in 
MILWUAKEE Bucks Chinese rookie Yi Jianlian slam dunks after a the Great Lakes and northeastern regions of 


fastbreak, one of his many offensive movesin a career night. ғ theUS. 


Dense fog closed Milwaukee's airport, keep- 
ing the Bobcats in Charlotte following their 
victory over the New York Knicks on Friday. 

The team finally left Charlotte early Satur- 
day and headed for Madison, Wisconsin. 

Madison's airport was also closed, so the 
plane flew to Minneapolis—St. Раш Intema- 
tional Airport for fuel. 

The team then departed for Green Bay, 
about 100 miles north of Milwaukee, but that. 
airport was closed while they were in the air. 

The team eventually landed at Chicago's 
Midway Airport and took a charter bus to Mil- 
waukee, arriving an hour before the game. 

In San Antonio, Tim Duncan had 34 points 
and a season-high 18 rebounds, and the San 
Antonio Spurs beat the severely under- 
manned Los Angeles Clippers, 99-90. 

‘Tony Parker had 18 points in his first game 
back since missing four with a sprained left an- 
kle. The Spurs snapped a two-game skid, while 
the Clippers’ losing streak increased to four. 

The game was never much in doubt, 
though the Clippers got within six points with 
Jess than two minutes to play. 

In Phoenix, the Suns raced past the Toronto 
Raptors, 122-103, Toronto despite a career- 
high 42 points by the Raptors’ Chris Bosh. 

‘Leandro Barbosa, starting in place of in- 
jured Raja Bell, scored 31 points as Phoenix 
‘swept the season series from Toronto for the 
fourth consecutive season. The Suns are 8-0 
against the Raptors since 2004. 

In Indianapolis, Danny Granger scored 11 
of his 25 points in the fourth quarter, and Indi- 


Г Yao injured as Rockets turn back struggling Bulls 


ana held off short-handed Washington, 93-85. 

In Miami, Dwyane Wade hit a 20-foot 
jumper at the buzzer, giving the Heat a 104- 
102 victory over the Utah Jazz. 

Wade finished with 20 points for Miami, 
which wasted а 16-point second-half 
lead—but won when the 2006 NBA finals 
MVP pump-faked, shot and saw the ball 
bounce off the rim and through the hoop as 
time expired 

In East Rutherford, New Jersey, Richard 
Jefferson scored 31 points, Jason Kidd collect- 
ей his 94th career triple-double and the Nets 
tripped the Golden State Warriors, 100-95. 

Vince Carter finished with 23 points, in- 
cluding a clutch three-pointer with 24.6 sec- 
onds left, for the Nets, who led by 14 in the 
first half and needed some clutch plays from 
their Big Three to get the win. 

Kidd finished with 15 points, 12 assists and 
11 rebounds. 

In Chicago, Tracy McGrady returned to the 
Houston lineup and had 20 points and eight 
assists to lead Rockets past the Bulls, 116-98. 

Yao Ming had 18 points and eight rebounds. 
but sprained his right thumb in the third quar- 
ter 

In Memphis, Tennessee, Andre Iguodala 
made a 20-foot jumper as time expired to give 
the Philadelphia 76ers a 99-97 victory over 
the Grizzlies. 

In New Orleans, Chris Paul had 19 points, 
15 assists and five steals in only 30 minutes, 
helping the Hornets crush downtrodden Min- 
nesota, 110-96. ‘AFP AP 


Escaífio-Ignacio 
tops Chair's Cup 


BOSTON—PAULPIERCEAL-  “Tthink Paul Pierce is guard- 
е waysused to bristlewhenit ingas well as Tve ever seen 
THIRDY ESCANO AND PARTNER ALEX IG | was suggested thatdefense him,” said Bucks coach lany 
ү es HI cre 
itwas suggested, in ajest, of Saunders said, “Tve never seen 
par Gaand ме иша чатри | паша Шани Say ear ey 
the Sherwood Hills Golf Club in Trece Mar- | "eerie рау facies Мос 


That's no longer is the case. 

‘Two coaches who passed 
through Boston recently of- 
fered unsolicited tributes to 
Pierce for his defense. 


‘weeks. He's always been a guy 
who gets steals, but he's never 
been a guy who, one-on-one, 
will really go after you.” 

Both coaches also said the 


tirez, Cavite. 

Escaño, a member of Sherwood Hills sports 
and games committee, and Ignacio actually 
finished tied with three other pairs but they 
clinched the crown due to a lower handicap 


Foes find it tough to pierce through bis D’ 


PIERCE 


same thing when asked for an 
explanation: the arrival of Kevin 


Gamen. fore, at shoot-arounds, you had 
“Kevin makes it contagious,” to say, Hey, Paul; a few times. 
Saunders said. But he now understands that 
Celtics coach Doc Rivers that is how we are going to win. 
doesn’t care how ithappened or “Paul knows he's a good of- 
whyithappened, buthe defi- епзіме player. Ray (Allen) 
nitely does agree with Krys- knows he's a good offensive 
tkowiak and Saunders thatit player Kevin has always known 
did, indeed, happen. It’s ееп that you have to be a defender 


unbelievable,” Rivers said of 


Pierce's defense. “His focus has 
climbed to such a high level. Be- 


allthetime.” NYT News Service 


aggregate. 

"This is my first with Alex [Ignacio] and 
hopefully we'll get more trophies in furure 
Sherwood tournaments,” said Escafio, who 
skippered the Manila Southwoods team dur- 
ing the Fil-Am Golf early this month. 

Koreans Kim Hyung-soo and Park Hyun-ke- 
un carded a three-under-par 69 to capture low 
gross honots at the Jack Nicklaus-designed 


Flirting with undefeated season, 
Patriots battle woeful Dolphins 


course. 

The one-day event was sponsored by Gol- 
force Inc., Wilson Sports, Club Leisure, Cus- 
tom Clubmakers, Veincare, Sports Specialist 
APGC, CJH Dev. Co., CJH Golf Club, Federal 
Management, Interconnect Systems, Isuzu 
Phils, Kork Ine, and Manila Southwoods 
Manor. 


Sherwood chair Robert Sobrepefia. 


FOXBOROUGH—THE PATRIOTS 
are playing for history today at 
Gillette Stadium. The Miami Dol- 
phins are playing to preserve it. 
With _ ћотећеја ^ advantage 
throughout the AFC playoffs 


wrapped up, the Patriots’ assault on 
the NFL record books and quest for 


THIRDY Escaño (right) and partner Alex Ignacio (left) receive their trophies from 


an undefeated season are the only 
compelling story lines remaining in 
the final two regular-season games. 

New England (14-0) could set sev- 
eral NFL team and individual records 
today: With 34 points, the Patriots 
would surpass the 1998 Minnesota 
‘Vikings (556) for the most points in a 
season; with four touchdowns, they 
‘would surpass the NFL mark for a sea- 
son, 70, set by the 1984 Dolphins; and 
if someone new, like veteran wideout 
‘Troy Brown, were to find his way into 
the end zone, the team would estab- 
lish a record for most players to score 
а TD in a season, topping the mark of 
21, held by the 1987 Rams and the 
2000 Broncos. 

Quarterback Tom Brady needs five 
touchdown passes to break Peyton 
Manning's season record of 49, and 
wide receiver Randy Moss needs four 
TD receptions to erase Jerry Rice's 
standard fora season (22). 

"Whatever the numbers are, they 
are or they aren't, but the most impor- 
tant number is 14 wins and hopefully 
ме can make it 15,” said Patriots 
coach ВШ Belichick. “Т think that's the 
number that we're all looking at, is 


thewin-loss column.” 

Indeed, the most cher- 
ished mark the Patriots are 
chasing is the 1972 Dol- 
phins’ perfect season—17-0 
Overall, 140 in the regular 
season. Although the latter- 
day Dolphins, who started the 
season 0-13, are a far cry from 
their 1972 counterparts, it would 
be an early Christmas gift to 
South Florida if they ended the Pa- 
triots pursuit of perfection. 

“Understanding what type of sea- 
son they've had, you know what 
their intentions are and what they 
want to do,” said comerback Ellis 
Hobbs. "Let's not kid ourselves." 

"There's a lot of history here and 
we know we're a part of that history" 
said Miami quarterback Cleo Lemon. 
"We want to uphold that history. IF we 
can go out and get a win for the 72 
team, that would be great.” 

The 1-13 Dolphins, who scored 
their first victory of the season last 
week, would be an unlikely choice to 
foil the Patriots based on the teams’ 
first meeting, a 49-28 New England 
тошгОс. 21. NYT News Service 
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Peso seen stabilizing at 41 to $1 


': Bear Stearns sees end to BSP rate cuts 


SE, 
DA 


By Doris C. Dumlao ly when numerous restrictions predicted the peso stabilizing at 

on the baht slowed down the 41.80 and only slightly gaining 

PESO-DOLLAR RATE AMERICAN INVESTMENT BANKING GIANT BEAR latter's appreciation. to 41.60 in the next six months 

у Р th firmi Lagainst the , P^ Steams added the Chi- before surging to 41 in 12 
ID 8, Stearns sees the peso firming up at 41 against the nese reniminbi as well as ће months. 

= dollar in the next 12 months while projecting the Malaysian ringgit to its list of Веаг Stearns said the rise in 


Asof 5 pmi, Рес 21, 2007. outperforming currencies for Philippine inflation last week to 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas to end its cycle of inter- 2008. 


DECEMBER. educ a 10-month high of 3.2 percent 
Sy А est-rate reduction. “We believe that all four cur- suggested that the time of inter- 
STOCK MARKET "Our top currency picks for git,” Bear Stearns said in acom- гепсіеѕ will benefit froma com- estrate easing in the country 

Thin trading seen 2007 were the Indian rupee and mentary dated Dec. 19. bination of rising or already had "come and gone.” 
il . - а l- high ilip- 
КЕНЕТ TRADES ARCEXPETED the Philippine peso. They re- _ Thebankmotedthatthelead- high interest rates as well аѕ Italso observed that the Philip 


main on our top picks for 2008 ing performer this year was continued large capital in- pines was tracking its historical 
but we also ада the Chinese clearly the peso, followed close- flows,” it said. inflation rate range of 4-percent 
renminbi and Malaysian ring- ly by the Thai baht until recent- 18 the month ahead, the bank PESO/B2 


Хо be thin during this three-day 
trading week. 

Online brokerage 2TradeA- 
sia.com said in a weekly report to eR ERSTE 


Wee mur cium. Govt borrowings down 30% in 11 months 


fund managers’ window-dressing activity. 


Window-dressing refers to a strategy used by mutual fund and By Michelle V. Remo the sale of state-owned assets, ге- by 30 percent from the P592.39 a year ago. Domestic borrowings 
portfolio managers and companies near the end of a year or a quar- duced the need for loans. billion in borrowings in the were done largely through the 
ter to improve the appearance of their portfolio, fund performance THE NATIONAL GOVERN- Documents from the Bureau same period last year. sale of treasury bills and bonds. 
or share price before presenting it to clients or shareholders. mentsborrowings from January of the Treasury showed that the Those borrowed from local ^ Foreign borrowings account- 

2TradeAsia said sentiment could be boosted by strong eco- to November posted a double- government incurred P415.95 sources accounted for P303.96 ей for P111.99 billion of the to- 


mmes digit decline from a year ago as billion in new loans in the first billion, which was lower by 12.5 та borrowings as of November. 
the rise in revenues, boosted by 11 months of the year, or lower percent than the P347.57 billion GoV'T/B2 
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Hits and misses 


NOW THAT THE YEAR 2007 IS 
drawing to a close, it's interesting to 
look at the economic assumptions, 
projections and forecasts made last 
year, and compare them to how the 
economy actually fared. 1 had writ- 
ten recently ("On fearless forecasts,” 
NFL 11-12-07) that some of the key 
assumptions behind the economic 
projections made last year about 
2007 economic performance—par- 
ticularly crude oil price and the ex- 
change rate—turned out to be way 
off. It should be no surprise, then, 
that actual economic performance 
has been different from what was 
forecast. What is surprising, though, 
is that the actual performance devi- 
ated from the projections in the op- 
posite direction from what would be 
implied by some of the key unful- 
filled assumptions. 


Better GDP 

1 refer here to the way that real 
GDP growth, averaging 7-1 percent 
зо far, has been better than what gov- 
emment projected (6.1-6.7 percent). 
One would have expected slower 
growth from the way crude oil prices 
had gone up significantly higher than 
‘what was assumed last year ($61-64 
a barrel—when this has been exceed- 
ing $90 lately). One would have also 
expected slower growth from the 
way the exchange rate has been 
much lower than what had been as- 
sumed (P46-48 to the dollar). 

On the latter point, actual export 
growth did end up much slower 
(around 5-6 percent so far) than what 
was projected (11 percent). It follows 
that growth arising from domestic 
spending must have been even more 
rapid than was anticipated last year, 
thereby compensating for the export 
shortfall. There were two clear drivers 
of this unexpectedly high domestic 
demand. One, faster-than-expected 
growth in overseas remittances pro- 
pelled consumer spending even faster 
than it has already been growing, as 
the recently reported 6-percent con- 
sumption affirms. Two, 
growth in government spending, both 
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for consumption and capital outlays 
Ge. infrastructure), has also been 
much faster than usual. 

Investment spending by private 
business, which is the remaining 
item in domestic spending, has 
been more of a drag than a driver in 
the past two years. So the surprise 
can't becoming from that. 


More misses 
We were also off on the govem- 


ment forecast for import growth, 


which was expected to rise by 10 per- 
cent, but had averaged only a 4.4- 
percent growth as of September, hav- 
ing in fact been negative in earlier 
months. The current account—the 
difference between current foreign 
inflows and outflows from trade, 
tourism, and remittances—has also 
been in surplus by much less ($3.7 
billion) than what was expected ($6 
billion). This tells us that even the 
surge in overseas remittances has not 
been enough to make up for the 
shortfall in expected export earnings. 
Still another deviation from what 
was expected is the way the Bangko 
Sentral (BSP) has accumulated 
gross international reserves much 
higher ($344 billion, or 5.8 
months’ worth of imports) than 
what was forecast ($26.6 billion, or 
4.5 months worth of imports). The 
BSP has obviously been buying up 
more dollars than ithad expected to 
do, mostly motivated by the desire 
to arrest the too-rapid appreciation 
of the peso. As a result of this, it has 
been incurring huge accounting 
losses running into the tens of bil- 
lions of pesos, as the dollars it buys 
keep going down in peso value. 


Biggest miss 


But the biggest item missed by 


the government, and the one of 
greatest concern to outside ob- 
Servers, is the tax revenue figure. 
The originally projected total rev- 
enues for 2007 had been P1.19 tril- 
lion, broken down as P1.03 trillion. 
in tax revenues, and P90.6 billion in 
non-tax revenues. 

As of October, total tax revenues 
for the year had been P756 billion, or 
less than three-fourths (73 percent) 
of the full-year target, when five- 
sixths (83 percent) of the year had 
elapsed. On the other hand, non-tax 
revenues were running at P139.6 bil- 
lion, or 154 percent of target for the 
full year. Total revenues as of October 
were thus running at P896 billion, or 
80 percent of full year target, which 
is still slightly below what it should 
have been by then. 

Fortunately for the government, it 
is managing to make up for a pro- 
jected P55-billion shortfall in tax 
revenues with an almost equivalent 
amount in unanticipated privatiza- 
tion earnings. But as the credit rat- 
ings agencies, investment analysts 
and multilateral financial institu- 
tions keep pointing out, government 
cannot keep relying on these non-re- 
curring revenues, and must simply 
shape up on tax collection efficiency. 


Keeping the hits 
Notwithstanding all these miss- 
es, it would seem that the 
“hits’—even “better-than-hits”—lie 
in the three variables I keep saying 
matter the most: prices, jobs and in- 
come. Inflation (2.7 percent) is well 
within the 2.6-3.1 percent project- 
ed range; unemployment is down 
to 6.3 percent from 7.3 percent last. 
year; and income (GDP) growth 
(7.1 percent so far) is better than 
the targeted 6.1-6.7 percent. All 
thisis good Christmas news indeed. 
But precisely because of the miss- 
es discussed above, making this 
good news last will be the real chal- 
lenge in 2008. A Blessed and Merry 
Christmas to one and all! 
Comments are welcome 
chabitoQateneo.edu 
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Rockwell Land eyes new 
residential project 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


ROCKWELL LAND CORP IS LOOK- 
ing to fund new property projects 
with proceeds from a proposed ini- 
tial public offer, an official of the 
Lopez Group said. 

First Philippine Holdings Corp. 
president Elpidio Ibañez said Rock- 
well has acquired five hectares of a 
former General Milling Corp. plant 
along C5 in Pasig City that would be 
developed into a possible residen- 
tial project. Details, however, were 
not yet available. 

First Holdings owns a substantial 
stake in Rockwell Land. 

Tbafiez said the project could be 
funded by Rockwell Land's possible 
initial public offer. "There's no target 
size yet for the offer. It would de- 
pend on how the markets,” he said. 

Rockwell is also embarking on a 
joint venture project with sister 


Gov't borrowings 


This was 54.2 percent lower than 

last year's P244.82 billion. Foreign 
= borrowings this year included the 
$1 billion generated from the flota- 
tion of sovereign bonds in January 
and those that come in the form of 
official development assistance. 

Foreign liabilities have a smaller 
share in the government's borrow- 
ing program as finance officials 


Peso ... кшем 


while predicting that the country—along 
with Malaysia, Indonesia and South Ko- 
rea—would hold their rates stable out of con- 
cern over still strong inflationary pressure. 
On the fiscal side, Bear Stearns offered a 
mixed view on Asia's emerging markets. It 


noted that South Korea was running 


budget surplus while the Philippines, Indone- 
sia and China were running small deficits. 
“The Philippines may end up reporting a 


budget surplus for 2007 as a whole, 


ing a large volume of asset sales as a rev- 


enue item,” Bear Stearns said. 


"Asset sales, however, should be recorded 
‘as sources of finance and on this basis, the 
Philippines will still be running small 


deficits this year and next,” it said. 


‘The national government reported a 
budget surplus of P54.1 billion in Novem- 
ber, boosting its chances of balancing the 
2007 budget for the first time in a decade. 

‘A record P90.6 billion was raised from. 


the privatization program in the 
months of the year, resulting in a 


surplus of P12.6 billion for the period. 


firm and majority shareholder 
Manila Electric Co. (Meralco) on an 
office development catering to busi- 
ness process outsourcing firms. 
Meralco is the owner of the land 
within the Meralco: complex in 
Pasig City on which Rockwell will 
develop the BPO space. 

Rockwell Land was earlier con- 
sidering an initial public offer by 
the first quarter of 2008. 

Rockwell Land is the developer of 
“Rockwell Center” in Makati, a prime 
15-hectare, self-contained communi- 
ty This was the site of a former power 
plant named after James Chapman 
Rockwell, the first president of an- 
other Lopez-controlled firm, Manila 
Electric Co. (Meralco). 

The Rockwell Center comprises 
several high-rise residential condo- 
minium projects, a sports and 
leisure club, a lifestyle shopping 
center known as the Power Plant 


down 30% 


wanted to limit the country’s expo- 
‘sure to foreign exchange risks. 
Officials said the drop in the bor- 
rowings reflected an improved fiscal 
condition of the government. It was 
reported earlier that the govern- 
ment posted a budget surplus of 
P126 billion during the first 11 
months, aided by proceeds from pri- 
vatization. This raised the possibility 


mall, the corporate headquarters of 
Nestlé and Phinma and the Ateneo 
Graduate School. 

Rockwell Land was established in 
1995 by three Lopez firms: Meralco 
owning 51 percent, and First Philip- 
pine Holdings Corp. and Benpres 
"with 24.5 percent each. 

Another Rockwell Land project is 
“One Rockwell,” the only high-rise 
residential condominium with z- 
shaped units. One Rockwell was 
launched in 2005 and was 55-per- 
cent sold last year. 

In 2006, Rockwell Land fully sold 
the ‘Joya Towers & Lofts,” a condo- 
minium project that was touted as 
the first to launch the “loft con- 
cept,” or units with high ceilings, to 
the local market. 

More than 40 percent of sales of 
the Joya project came from the over- 
seas Filipino market. Joya units will 
be delivered to home buyers in 2008. 


From page BI 


that the government could balance 
its budget by the end of the year, 
ahead of the original target of 2008. 
‘Under the 2007 fiscal program, the 
government only intended to limit its 
budget deficit to P63 billion from last 
year's P64.8 billion. Finance officials 
said, however, that the surplus as of 
November meant the full-year target 
‘would definitely be overperformed. 
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CEBU CITY—MORE 
“than 10 years after it 
iwas completed, the 
Mandaue City Recla- 
mation Area has fi- 
nally attracted invest- 
ments, including the 
mall project of a Ce- 
'bu-based company. 


Mall venture 

Carlos Co, chair 
of Golden Great Val- 
че Properties of Ce- 
bu Oversea Hard- 
ware Group, said his 
firm would invest 
between P300 mil- 
ion and P400 mil- 
lion in Parkmall, its 
first venture into 
mall operations. 

Co said it took 
abouta year to com- 
plete the design as 
they would like it to 
reflect the Cebuano 
lifestyle, 

Christopher Tio, di- 
rector for Parimal 
business develop- 
ment, said the fim 
decided to invest into 
mall operations as it 
saw bright prospects 
in Cebus economy 
and in the retail sector 

He said that in a 
recent a meeting, 
representatives of 
the country’s major 
hypermarts had ex- 
pressed confidence 
їп Сем prospects. 

In fact, Tio said, 
Save More, one ofthe. 
biggest supermarket 
chains, would locate 
at Parkmall. 


Confidence 
"We believe that 
the market of Cebu 
is growing. It still 
has untapped mar- 
ket potential, said 
Eva Du, Supervalue 
Inc. operations 
manager for Visayas 
and Mindanao. 
= She said the Save 
More would unveil 

s new logo, con- 
cept and layout at 
the Parkmall branch, 
which would be the 
biggest outside 
Metro Manila. 

Tio said there 
were 12 projects 
about to break 
"ground in Mandaue 
Reclamation. Не 
said the inflow ofin- 
vestments showed 
confidence in Cebu. 

He said the first 
phase of Parkmall, 
which includes Save 
More and the alfres- 
со areas, would be 

completed by Febru- 
ary next year while 
the main mall, which 
includes the Garden 
Enclave, would be 
fully operational by 
June 2008. 

The Parkmall is lo- 
cated at a six-hectare 
lot in the Mandaue 
City reclamation 
„area but the mall it- 

~ self will have a floor 
area of about 30,000 
square meters. 


New ventures 
The other projects 
at the 180-hectare 
reclamation area are 
the Cebu Boardwalk 
Mall, the 21-floor 
Nature's Suite and 
the Robinland Busi- 
ness Center, a nine- 
floor building that 
would offer office 
and retail spaces. 

The Nature Suite is 
a project of the own- 
ers of Nature Spring 
Waters, a proposed 
business hotel with 
over 1,000 rooms, 

The  Robinland 
Business Center pro- 
ject would target in- 
formation technolo- 
gy (IT) locators. 

The Mandaue 
Reclamation Area 
was a project of 
Mandaue City gov- 
ernment and devel- 
oper RE Cruz Con- 
struction. The recla- 
mation project was 
completed in 1993, 
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Mandaue City Reclamation now attracting more investment projects 


"With a handsomely laid-out cabin, great seats, great pricing, not to mention a killer audio system... 
this Mitsu is one vehicle that all the others must fear!" 
-Angelo B. Puyat & Tito F. Hermoso of CI Magazine 
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OUTLANDER | 
ZA DIGIMIE МАМЕК 


form 


Variants: 
+ Outlander GLS Sport 3.0 V6 MIVEC with 
Active Stability Control (ASC) 


+ Now Outlander GLS 24 L DOHC 16-valve MIVEC engine 
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laptop wins hearts and minds 


‘Text and photos by Charles E. Buban 


F YOU NOW FIND YOUR 
Iv to be too heavy, too 
slow and, perhaps; that it's 
up for replacement, then why 
not head to a Sony store and 
check the Vaio SZ Premium 
model? 
While a number of consumers may 
find Sony's laptops a bit too pricey, per- 


haps this time, buyers will find the Vaio 
SZ Premium (the VGN-SZ58GN/C 


THE BUILT-IN camera is great for 
remote conferencing 


model was the one lent to this writer) ich ig able to display images as toggle switches just above the buttons tpe he дшн 
which i efor “speed” andanother Scanner, they are comfortable to wo 
to be well worth its P149,990 price ve as thaton an LCD TV Бе peed” and another Seaan 


tag. 

First of all, the Vaio SZ Premium is 
encased in a multi-layered carbon- 
fiber housing, which is even lighter 
and stronger than the magnesium al- 
loy shell most laptops in the market 
use. 

No wonder this Vaio model only 


Sony attributes this to the use of du- 
al backlights, dual inverter, an effec- 
tive glare filter and anti-reflection 
coating (this means black is 
blacker, displaying images 
that are more vivid). It al- 
so has a higher con- 


weighs less than 2 kilos, making it con- Т; = a 

venient to carry around. оини) 

So thin the fact that 
Vaio SZ Premium's 13.3-inch wide this laptop 

liquid crystal display (with а COuldsubasyour 


“portable cinema”, the Vaio SZ Pre- 
mium sports a built-in 1.3-megapix- 
el webcam and an integrated micro- 


16:10/Wide XGA of 1,280 x 800 pixel 
resolution) LCD screen is razor thin 
and yet, according to Sony, it is resis- 


tant yo shocks and cracks (this writer Phone (built in above the display), WITHlotsofexcellentyet 
didn’tsee the need to test this claim). Bluetooth technology, wireless LAN — energy-sapping features, the 
What is also commendable is the and built-in modem, which is most Vaio SZ Premium is powered by 
helpful ifyou are going to conductre- a long-life battery. 


laptops Clear Bright LCD screen, и D con 
аса ue scree» mote meetings ог keeping in touch 


BUSINESS 


Textus your feedback: inquirer it name/age/cityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


‘THE SONY Vaio SZ Premium has two 


n 


with family and 
friends from anywhere 
in the world. 
Impressively large 


pressively large and nice to type 


such a lightweight laptop. 


There is also 51 and S2 buttons and 
performance selector switch located 
above the keyboard, near the hinge. 

The S buttons give you con- 
venient shortcuts, while the 
performance selector switch 
enables selection of external 
or internal graphics accel- 


erator. 


The VAIO SZ Premium's keys are im- 


Though the touch pad and mouse 


The Vaio SZ Premium 
also offers various inter- 
face connectors conve- 

niently located on side 
bezels (the USB 2.0 
connectors are locat- 
ed together on the 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2007. ` 


zs у => 


E-mail: business@inquirer:com.ph , 


THE 
VAIO SZ 
Premium 
evenly balances 
beauty and 
functionality 


on, 


thanks to the wide 13.3-inch screen. 

The spacious aluminum surface 
where your wrist rest is also commend- 
able especially during long periods of 
laptop use, which is a rare quality for 


out brains, so Sony equipped the Vaio 
SZ Premium with an Intel Core 2 Duo 
that clocks 2.40 Gigaherz, a 2 GB 
memory, a 160 Gigabyte (Hybrid) 
hard drive, as well as a unique Hybrid 
Graphic System that offers a choice 
of external NVDIA GeForce 8400M 
GS GPU or internal graphics accelera- 
tor (this means you may switch to 
Speed mode if youre playing 3D 
games, video or editing, or to Stami- 
na mode if you are just doing various 
mobile scenes). 

The Vaio SZ Premium that this writ- 
er got is powered by a Windows Vista 
Business. 

But despite these energy-sapping 
features, the Vaio SZ Premium will 
last longer than most of its competi- 
tion, considering that its 10.8 volt, 
5,800 mAh lithium-ion battery (VGP- 
BPS10) could last up to seven hours 
(there is also an optional longer life 
battery, the VGP-BPL9 variant, that 
lasts up to 9.5 hours). 


right side for in 
MS Indeed, with all these features, the 
creased. ibility). s ў 
accessibility). Vaio SZ Premium should appeal to con- 
Brainy, too sumers who favor performance and re- 
Of course, beauty is nothing with. lability over cost. 


Rizal beats Pacquiao for place beside Angel, Avril 


The most Googled personalities this year 
were "angel locsin,” 

Following the trio are “katrina halili,” 
“manny pacquiao,” 
“vanessa hudgens,” 


By Riza T. Olchondra 
“avril lavigne,” and “Jose 
BELIEVE IT OR NOT, NATIONAL hero Jose Rizal is “googled” more 
often than Manny Pacquiao in Google.com. ph. 
According to search engine giant Google, our National Hero has 
beaten The People’s Champion in the category of “personality 
search.” 


“britney 
“paris hilton, 


spears,” 
» akon” 


ABOUT 
JOHN MAXWELL 


INSPIRE 


and 


Developing the 
Leader Within 
You Workshop™ 


Designed by John Maxwell 
Facilitated by Alex Castillo*, Francis Kong** and 
Anthony Pangilinan*** 


"The best-selling leadership book by 
John Maxwell is now one of the best-selling 
leadership workshops in the country." 


"Over 1,000,000 copies sold?" 


January 24 - 25, 2008* with Alex Castillo 
February 21 - 22, 2008** with Francis Kong | 


March 27 - 28, 2008*** with Anthony Pangilinan ALEXCASTILLO 
February 8, 2008* with Alex Castillo Ксы 
8:30AM - 5:30PM тышы 


Intercontinental Manila, Makati City 


Through The Five Levels of Leadership framework, get the tools to assess your current level of 
leadership. Gain insights on your current state of influence. Learn how to recognize, raise and remove 
that "leadership lid" that is holding back your leadership potenti 


RAVE REVIEWS! 
"The Seminar opened my mind to new realities; changed the way ! look at myself, my boss, my 
colleagues, and other people around me. Рта thrifty person but I'd pay for this kind of workshop!” 
= Lyndsey De Villa, Smart Communications 


"ts very informative, fulfilling and rewarding both for the company and the individual Topics are reat 
and ‘relateable!” 
-Ayala de а Calzada, Novartis 


"Developing the Leader Within You В truly an instrument to unleash the potential of tomorrow/s most 
successful leaders." 
= Che Javier, Isla Lipana/Price Waterhouse Coopers 


~I have been attending seminars for years and so far this is the best one that Ive ever attended. 

Very informative and well-crafted. Youll have so much fun while learning” 
Sheryll T. Eden, UNILAB ee 
ANTHONY PANGILINAN 


Reserve а seat 

on or before 
December 28, 2007 
and get a free book 
by John C. Maxwell! 


LEARNING INVESTMENT: 1-DAY WORKSHOP 


2-DAY WORKSHOP 


Email at ал сот; inspireleadershipGgmail com 
Visit our website at www.inspirephilippines.com 


MEDIA 
PARTNERS: 


PARTNER: 


and “kim chui." 

Still on personalities, the top local female 
actress searches are “angel basin” ‘katrina 
halili,” “kim chui," “diana zubiri,” “angelica 
panganiban,” “marian rivera,” “ehra madri- 
gal,” “toni gonzaga,” “maui taylor,” and “maja 
salvador” 

In sports-related searches, basketball 
and boxing still rule Filipinos’ hearts and 
minds. 

‘The term “nba” was the most searched, fol- 
lowed by “pba (Philippine Basketball Associa. 
tion),” “pacland (official website of Manny 
Pacquiao), “wwe (World Wrestling Enter- 
tainment),” “manny pacquaio,” “uaap (Ut 
versity Athletic Association of the Phili 
pines) " "boxing," “nike,” “espn,” and “ufe.” 

In the “music-related” category, the top 
searches аге “imeem,” “lyrics,” “emo,” 
“avril lavigne,” “ultimate guitar,” “itunes,” 
“my chemical romance,” “britey-spears,” 


“mp3,” and “high school musical.” 
When it comes to gadgets, the locally un- 


available iPhone has captured the public's, 


imagination. The term “iphone” was tops in. 
the “tech gadget-related” category, fol- 


lowed by “psp (PlayStation Portable)" —. 


“ipod.’ 

Nokia rounded out the top five with 
“nokia 6300,” and “nokia n95.” 

Google regularly publishes the "Google" 
Zeitgeist," which is calculated by looking at 
the aggregation of the most popular and 
fast rising search queries being typed intó 
the Google.com.ph search box. Zeitgeist" 
means "spirit of the times." 

"Because millions of people use Google 
to search for what's new and interesting, 
their queries, when counted in volume, 
tend to be a good reflection of what's on ev- 
eryone's minds,” Google said in a state- " 
ment. 


Changing the way today's 


businesses communicate ` 


THE PHRASE "UNIFIED COMMU- 
nications"may mean nothing to 
most Filipinos today. 

But this will soon change as one compa- 
ny brings to the country next-generation 
technologies that will link voice, e-mail, in- 
stant messaging and mobility. 

The idea behind unified communications 
is that todays modes of communica- 
tion—e-mail, instant messaging, telephony 
and multimedia conferencing—should 
work in a way that it would be more easy 
and efficient for individuals to reach their 
colleagues, partners and customers with 
the devices and applications they use the 
most. 5 

"Our company's technologies are de- 
signed to help eliminate today's barriers 
to efficiency, speed and performance by 
simplifying networks and connecting 
people to the information they need, 
when they need it," explained Armando 
Pascual, Nortel Philippines country man- 

ager. 

Nortel is a recognized leader in deliver- 
ing communications capabilities with port- 
folio of solutions spanning packet, optical, 
wireless and voice technologies. 


Client's own pace 

Pascual added that these convergence so- 
lutions can be tailored to fit a client compa- 
пуз pace—by adopting a revolutionary ог 
evolutionary approach to best meet its 
needs. 

“Indeed, our technologies will change 
the way businessés operate here in the 
Philippines as they will be able to shorten 


their decision time, increase their product 
tivity and be able to provide a simple and 


consistent user experience across all types . 


of communication 

"Nortel's combined experience in wired 
and wireless networks and in serving both 
enterprises and service providers gives us 
an edge over other vendors. We offer the 
most complete portfolio of unified com- 
munications solutions so our clients will 
only need to go to us," ће said. 


Partnered with Microsoft 

Recently, the company teamed up with 
software, services and solutions leader 
Microsoft Corp. to jointly develop uni- 
fied communications solutions and ap- 
plications built around Microsoft's new 
Office Communications Server 2007 and 
Office Communicator 2007. 

Nortel will deliver solutions including 
enterprise contact center applications, mis- 
sion-critical telephony functions, advanced 
mobility capabilities and data networking 
infrastructure. 

This software-centric approach, accord- 
ing to Pascual, will provide the easiest tran- 
sition path for businesses, helping them to 
reduce the total cost of ownership, boosting 
employee productivity enhancing cus- 
tomer relationships, or extending the value 
of existing systems. 

As the alliance enters its second year, 
the companies promise to continue their 
joint research and development across 
enterprise, carrier and mobile product 
lines and are poised to ship a variety of 
new and updated products in the coming 
months. Charles E. Buban 
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ByÀmyR. Remo 


LISTED FIRM PHILEX MINING CORP SAID 
it had subscribed to an additional six mil- 
lion shares of Pitkin Petroleum Ltd. for $3 
million, in behalf of its wholly owned sub- 
sidiary Philex Petroleum Corp. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, Philex said the acquisition of an ad- 
ditional 6.4-percent stake in Pitkin was in 
line with its thrust to increase its portfolio 
in petroenergy. 

‘This brought the Philex group's stake in 
Pitkin to 10.8 percent. Earlier, Philex sub- 
scribed to four million shares in Pitkin for 
$2 million, representing a 4.4-percent 
stake in the company. 

‘The additional 6.4-percent Pitkin stake 
alone accounted for 36 percent of the 
Philex group's portfolio in oil projects. 

Pitkin is a Texas-based junior exploration 
‘company in the United States, currently pro- 
ducing on a small-scale basis in Louisiana. 

However, according to the disclosure, 
Pitkin has properties in offshore Vietnam 
and Peru. 


The drilling in Vietnam, where Pitkin 
holds a 40-percent stake, is reportedly 
scheduled to begin in 2009. This involves 
two wells, which cost around $53 million. 

Philex has interests in three other 
petroleum projects in Northwest Palawan 
and South Sulu sea areas. 

Из other energy-related investment is in 
its wholly owned subsidiary, Brixton Ener- 
gy and Mining Corp., which is currently un- 
dertaking predevelopment activities in a. 
coal property in Zamboanga. 

Philex Mining is a member of the consor- 
tium holding service contract 41 covering 
the deepwaters of South Sulu Sea. 

It has a 2.264-percent interest in SC 41 
up to the completion of a 750-square-meter 
3D seismic survey which was estimated to 
cost more than $6 million. 

Philex likewise holds a 1.65-percent 
stake in SC-6 (Cadlao Block in Northwest 
Palawan) and 1.668 percent in SC-6A (Oc- 
ton Block in Northwest Palawan). 

The Cadlao field is estimated to produce 
between 1 to 2 million barrels of oil. 

Philex also owns Coal Operating Con- 


NEW PEZA FIRM 
Inovus Phili 


General Lilia B. de Lima for his company 
Inovus is engaged in the design, fabricati 


manager. 


pines Technology Inc. (IPTI) president Teoh Kheng Jin receives the 
Certificate of Registration from Philippine Economic Zone Authority (Peza) Director 

^s registration as an ecozone export enterprise. 
and repair of p 
the Laguna Technopark Special Economic Zone. Looking onis Stanley Teoh, IPTI branch 


inted circuit boards (PCBs) at 


IPVG eyes stake in contact center 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


IPVG СОВР (РУС) IS BACK ON THE SHOP- 
ping trail for a contact center after being re- 
jected by PeopleSupport. 

The listed information and communica- 
tions technology firm said it was buying a ma- 
jority stake in another US-based outsourcing 
company called Interactive Teleservices Corp. 
(influent) for a still undisclosed amount. 

IPVG said in a disclosure to the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange that it had executed a 
memorandum of agreement with the stock- 
holders of Influent “for the acquisition of a 
70-percent stake in the company, subject to 
the approval of IPVG's board of directors.” 

IPVG said it wanted to close the deal in 
the first quarter of 2008, after completing 
its financial and legal due diligence. 


By Abigail L. Ho 


NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORP HAS 
sold P138.92 million worth of sub-trans- 
mission assets to Zambales 2 Electric Coop- 
erative (Zameco 2), Batangas 1 Electric Co- 
operative (Batelec 1) and Surigao Del 
Norte Electric Cooperative (Surneco) 

The Zameco 2 contract is worth P55.7 
million, the Batelec 1 deal, P66.9 million 
and the Surneco lease purchase agreement, 
P16.3 million, 

Under its agreement with Transco, Zameco 
2 will purchase 525 structures and 69-kilovolt 
(kV) limes along the Olongapo-Philseco, 
Philseco Tap-Castillejos and Botolan-Castillejos 
69-KV segment from San Felipe to Castillejos. 
‘These span а total of 48.8 circuit kilometers. 

Batelec 1 is buying 647 structures along 
the Calaca-Taal and Calaca-Nasugbu-Calata- 
gan 69-KV lines covering 63.6 circuit kilome- 
ters. The electric cooperative is purchasing 
the substation equipment in Taal as well. 

For its part, Surneco has signed a con- 
tract to purchase 72 structures along the 
Anislagan-Surigao-Pacemco 69-kV line 
spanning 12.5 circuit kilometers. 

АЙ three electric cooperatives can take 
advantage of Transco's financing program, 
which allows technically and financially 
qualified power distributors to pay only 20 
percent of the selling price upon the Energy 
Regulatory Commission's approval of the 
lease purchase agreement. 

The balance can then be amortized over 
а number of years. In Zameco 2's case, the 
payment period spans 17 years. The install- 


Influent, which is ranked among the top 20 
global BPO companies, operates 10 call cen- 
ters with total capacity of 1,400 seats in the 
United States, Panama and the Philippines. 

The contact center provides multi-lingual 
Outsourcing business processes solutions 
catering solely to Fortune 500 companies in 
the Financial Services market. Influent aver- 
ages annual revenues of about $45 million. 

PeopleSupport, the Nasdaq-listed contact 
center that spurned IPVG, has an 8,000-seat 
operation in the Philippines offering cus- 
tomer care, inbound sales, technical support 
and direct response sales services. It is ex- 
pecting its full-year revenue for 2007 to be 
between $140.6 million and $141.4 million. 

IPVG has yet to give a formal reaction to 
PeopleSupports decision, saying it will 
make a statement on the matter soon. 


Transco sells more 
sub-transmission assets 


ment period for Batelec 1 and Surneco is 15 
years and 20 years, respectively. 

“Power customers in North Luzon, South 
Luzon and Mindanao are the ones who 
stand to benefit greatly from the privatiza- 
tion of the sub-transmission assets. By pur- 
chasing and committing to operate and 
maintain these assets, these electric coop- 
eratives have assured customers of im- 
proved operations and expansion projects 
under their franchise areas,” Transco presi- 
dent Arthur Aguilar said. 

“Transco, on the other hand, will be able 
to focus more on improving the reliability 
and efficiency of the nationwide high-volt- 
age transmission network,” he added. 

‘Transco has so far sold P2.5 billion worth 
of sub-transmission assets to technically 
and financially qualified distribution utili- 
ties and electric cooperatives nationwide. 

The buyers included 42 electric coopera- 
tives and distribution utilities absorbing 
320-megavolt-ampere (MVA) transform- 
ers, 16,947 structures, and 1,845 circuit 
kilometers of lines. 

All sub-transmission divestment con- 
tracts become effective only upon the ap- 
proval of the ERC. 

RA 9136, or the Electric Power Industry 
Reform Act of 2001 (Epira), requires 
‘Transco to sell off its sub-transmission as- 
sets to qualified power distributors. 

‘Transco has a total of P8.8 billion worth 
of sub-transmission assets nationwide, 
which includes 6,900 circuit kilometers of 
mostly 69-kV lines and 1,600 MVA of sub- 
station capacity. 
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Philex raises stake in Pitkin to 10 


Additional 6.4% of Texas-based exploration firm acquired 
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tract 130 in Buug-Diplahan South Zam- 
boanga, which has ап estimated coal re- 
serve of 2 million metric tons. 

Coal quality ranges from bituminous to 
semi-anthracite which is expected to com- 
mand price premium with the prevailing 
market conditions, the firm said. 

Philex is seeking approval from the De- 
partment of Energy to convert COC 130 
and start mine development works in the 
area. 
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Thin... уңеуу$опїс и" 
три ee the difference 
nomic growth ex- 

pectations for the 


fourth quarter this 
year against a back- 
drop of low inflation 
and interest rates, 
and expectations of 
strong overseas Fil- 
ipino workers remit- 
tances till the new 


AMAZING... 


year. 
АВ Capital Secu- сю 
rites said stocks 


эы: 
could drift sideways 


due to the lack of 
negative leads. 
“traders will ride 
on positive momen- 
tum as yearend win- 
dow-dressing will 
continue. Trading 
range wil be be- 
tween 3,500 to 
3,600," AB Capital 
Securities said. 
Campos Lanuza & 
Co. also said that 
the market could be. 
lacking in excite- 
ment with just three. 
days left in the trad- 
ing year. 
The broker ad- 
vised investors to 
buy stocks that re- 
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from the govern- 
ment’s move to sell 
power assets. 

‘The stock market 
will be closed on 
Dec. 24 and 25. 
Elizabeth Sanchez- 
Lacson 
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Power women in business 


talk about 2007 and 2008 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


Tessie Sy 
(SM Group) Retail, banking, 
property development 

Given our 9-month perfor- 
mance for this year, and the pos- 
itive economic environment in 
the fourth quarter, we seem to 
be on track to achieve our profit 
growth target of between 12 
and 15 percent for 2007, For the 
fist 9 months of the year, our 
profits grew by 14 percent to 
P8.5 billion. Excluding extraor- 
dinary items, recurring income 
increased by 22 percent to P6.2 
billion. 


Projects undertaken 

On the retail merchandising 
business, we opened five stores, 
of which two are department 
stores, two are hypermarkets and 
one supermarket. For the malls, 
we opened three new ones in Ba- 
colod, Taytay and Muntinlupa. 
Also, we expanded San Fernando 
Pampanga, Cebu, and Mall of 
Asia; the latter with the opening 
of the Science Discovery Center. 
All told, our floor space increased 
by about 10 percent. 

For the banks, BDO got into 
the thick of its consolidation 
with Equitable PCI Bank, while 
China Bank acquired Manila 
Banking Corp. 

For property, our group got 
very busy with launching three 
new residential projects with 
Lindenwood Residences, Berke- 
lyand Grass. 

The commercial developers 
completed and launched SMX 
Convention Center and will 
soon open our BPO building 
OneE-com Center. We also suc- 
cessfully launched our tourism 
project in Hamilo called Pico de 
Loro which has sold over P1 bil- 
lion worth of condo units. And 
finally, for hotels, we are now 
expanding Taal Vista Hotel and 
refurbishing Cebu Sofitel which 
will be a five-star hotel by the 
time it’s finished in late 2008, 


Expectations for 2008 

We are confident that the 
Philippine economy has suffi- 
cient momentum to cope with 
the external challenges facing it 
such as the weakness in the US 
and European markets and 
higher inflation due to the unre- 
lenting increase in crude oil 


TESSIESY-COSON 


prices. On that note, we decided 
to pursue our expansion plans 
across all our core businesses. 
Both our retail and mall busi- 
nesses will be expanding out- 
side of Metro Manila, while the 
banks will complete their con- 
solidation of recent acq 
tions. The property group will 
launch new residential projects, 
and perhaps break ground for 
the sports arena and the Radis- 
son hotel which will both be at 
the Mall of Asia complex. We 
will continue to sell condo units 
and beach and country club 
shares in Pico de Loro. All these 
will cost the whole group about 
P26 billion in capital expendi- 
tures. 


Dr: Vicki Belo 
(Belo Medical Group) Beauty 
business 

2007 was a turning point for 
the Belo Medical Group: We ex- 
perienced better than industry 
growth rate despite uncontroi- 
lable factors in the external 
front... the shrinking of the US 
dollar in the last quarter of 
2007, political issues hounding 
the economy, entry of new com- 
petitors. 

2007 gave BMG the opportu- 
nity to evaluate its internal 
strengths and went on to con- 
solidate and retool human capi- 
tal (BMG invested heavily on 
training personnel) established 
world class standards, invest in 
information technology, made 
inroads in operational efficien- 
cies, trained and empowered 
managers, invest in new mar- 
keting channels and opened 
new mall-based branches in 
Rustan's and Trinoma. 


Italso trained its sights on re- 
gional markets in Asia leverag- 
ing the power of the Belo brand. 
BMG is constantly looking for 
new/growth areas in Asia to es- 
tablish its medical presence. 


2008 and beyond 

Belo Medical Group is defi- 
nitely on track in its growth 
plans for 2008. Actually our 
growth plan covers a five-year 
strategic program starting in 
2007 up to 2012. The game plan 
is to calibrate BMG and prepare 
the organization to embrace un- 
precedented growth in the glob- 
al medical tourism picture 

International healthcare and 
medical tourism organizations 
have identified the Philippines 
as a major destination for 
healthcare and wellness and 
BMG is bracing for a borderless 
transaction on the medical and 
wellness industry. 

1. BMG will continue to in- 
vest and train its people (doc- 
tors and nonmedical personnel) 
to be world-class service 
providers. Its biggest asset 
would be its front-liners. 

2. Upgrade BMGs existing 
branches and establish clinics in 
growth areas within and out- 
side Metro Manila. 

3, Invest in research and devel- 
‘opment and create a culture ofin- 
novation in all service fronts. 

4. Continue to innovate on 
new cosmetic and dermatologi- 
cal services. BMG will be ag- 
gressive in making its doctors 
attend international confer- 
ences on the latest trends on 
cosmetic and dermatological 
initiatives. Doctor Belo requires 
its doctors to produce academic 


Can you imagine holding / 
success tool-literally? — * 


DIAMOND HOTEL PHILIP- 
pine's president, Cecile Ang; 
marketing manager Jondy Syju- 
co and founder and CEO of 
Manosa's Properties Inc., Dino 
Manosa, are people who made 
it in the corporate world. Being 
On top is never an easy job. 
These people 
need all the 
help they can 
get to sustain 
their status. 
But it’s not as 
if they can 
pocket their 
hardworking 
staffand take 
them wher- 
ever they go. 
Fusing 
Palm's easy 
to use inno- 
vations and JONDYSYJUCO 
the qualities of the Windows 
Operating System, the Treo 750 
is the handheld "success tool" of 
choice for these individuals. 
Running a five star hotel is 
not an easy task. As a business 
relying on customer satisfaction 
and loyalty, Cecile Ang, cannot 
afford to forget any detail. A 
small glitch can put her hotel in 
peril. The Treo 750 enables Ce- 
cile to manage her busy sched- 
Че and update her to-do list in 
a chic fashion. “It’s like having 
my staff with me all the time. I 
can even voice record addition- 
al items when I suddenly re- 
member other things I have to 
accomplish," says Cecile. 


Jondy Syjuco, the man behind 
the pioneering movement to re- 
vive the art of expressing grati- 
tude in the metro, needs to stay 
savvy to be the best in his field. 
"To be an effective marketing 
manager, you have to keep in 
tune with the latest tools to 
boost your competence.” The 
Treo 750 acts like a “business 
Swiss knife” that lets Jondy cre- 
ate Word and Excel reports, re- 
hearse PowerPoint presenta- 
tions and even consult PDF files. 
As a CEO of various compa- 
nies, it is very important for Dino 
Manosa to stay connected and be 
updated with the developments 
of his businesses and know the 
new demands from his clients. 
"We have a lot of international 
clients that require immediate 
and constant correspondenc 
explains Dino. “Constant com- 
munication is of vital importance 
for the growth of our firms." Dino 
is thankful for his Treo 750 which 


DINO MANOSA 

puts connectivity right at his fin- 
gertips. The built in Microsoft Di- 
rect Push Technology allows Di- 
no to retrieve his Outlook e-mails 
in seconds. Palm's unique chat- 
style view also makes it easier for 
him to trace previews SMS and 
MMS messages. Aside from 
these, Treo 750's world phone 
capability allows Dino to connect 
to any network in the world, 
while the phone's 3.56 HSDPA 
capability ensures Internet usage 
at broadband speeds. 

Despite their hectic careers, 
these people also know how to 
have fun. Cecille, who's into 
photography, can take sponta- 
neous shots and add these to 
her portfolio. Jondy is a self- 
confessed audiophile who can 
easily download and listen to 
the latest chart-toppers with his 
Treo 750. Dino is an avid golf 
player—both at the course and 
virtually using his Treo 750. 

Microwarehouse Inc. is the 
distributor of networking, mo- 
bile and digital lifestyle devices 
in the Philippines 


standard research materials so 
they can present them to these 
international conventions. 

5. Maintain BMGs lead as a 
product and service leader. 


Joji Nagan-Bian 

(Tumble Tot) Educational in- 
stitutions, business process 
outsourcing 

My main businesses are edu 
cational institutions (interna. 
tional franchise preschool, hos- 
pitality and tourism college, 
eight call center schools and a 
200-seat call center in Davao 
and in Manila. 

2007 was a good year for all 
our businesses. Our hospitality 
school has undergone major 
renovations; classrooms and 
working laboratories were all 
equipped with the most modern 
facilities in hospitality and culi- 
nary training. 

We were able to open eight call 
center schools nationwide. Capi- 
talizing on the current trend of 
overseas employment, we opened 
the biggest and most modem 
welding school in Mindanao and 
а health and caregiver school to- 
ward the end of the year. 

The British Franchise 
Preschool, Tumble Tots, trans- 
ferred to its own building in 
Quezon City providing more 
classrooms and a bigger play 
and activity area. This is now 
the biggest Tumble Tots school 
in the Asia-Pacific. We have 
added more classrooms in the 
Davao Tumble Tots; from six to 
eight classrooms and added 
computers in the rooms of the 
older kids. 

From 172 seats in Davao City, 
the Six Eleven Global Services, 
our small call center, expanded 
in Manila to another 200 seats. 

2007 was a very good year 
for all my businesses —we sur- 
passed our growth targets. Nor- 
mally, we would be happy with 
10-15 increase in enrollment 
for our schools—but this year 
we hit 30 percent. We attribute 
this both to the good business 
environment; people have 
money to pay for quality educa- 
tion and they must have more 
disposable income in their 
hands. I am saying this because 
the enrollment in our Gym- 
babes (6 months old) in Tumble 
Tots and 2007 summer pro- 
grams in all our schools regis- 
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tered an increase of 40 percent. 

We were able to open three 
branches of call center schools in 
Mindanao because the demand 
for skilled call center agents 
from call centers were tremen- 
dous. We brought training and 
employment opportunities in 
partnership with the big call 
centers here in Manila down to 
the major cities of Mindanao. 

1 had just finished signing ап 
educational cooperation agree- 
ment with TAFE New South 
Wales South Western Sydney 
Institute to jointly offer the Cer- 
tificate 111 in Hospitality in my 
hospitality school in Davao; giv- 
ing access to students in Min- 
danao to acquire TAFE training 
and certificate without travel- 
ing to Sydney. This will com- 
mence on June 2008. 

We want to put up four more 
call center schools and welding 
training schools in major cities 
in Mindanao and establish 
stronger partnerships with busi- 
nesses here in Manila and over- 
seas so that we can provide more 
employment opportunities to 
our graduates. Normally, our 
employment rate is 65 percent; I 
am telling my people that we 
should hit 70-75 percent next 
year. We will be putting our own 
career placement office to focus 
on placement and employment 
of all our graduates—we will do 
this as free service to all our 
graduates. 

The 200-seat call center 
which we put up here in Manila 
last November is not yet operat- 
ing—so we have to move more 
aggressively and go out to 
where the small business part- 
ners are in the United States to 


VICKI BELO 


get accounts to run in the call 
center by next year. For 2008, 
ме are still following the same 
trend—of modest growth pro- 
jections for the call center busi- 
ness that we have. We will em- 
bark on a massive industry mar- 
keting campaign together with 
the association of small call cen- 
ters (Phil Call). 

I believe that 2008 will be a 
year full of positive chal- 
lenges—positive because I think 
there may be greater concerns to 
hurdle—but once we will be able 
to address these “positive prob- 
lems,” business will be better. 
The outlook for small and medi- 
um sized businesses (like what I 
have) is bright—there will be 
more markets for us. One of the 
challenges is also to look beyond 
the Mindanao borders as a good 
market for products and services; 
be more flexible and creative in 
doing business, which we can 
easily do because of our size. 


Vicki Jardiolin 
(Natasha and Confetti) Direct 
selling and retail е 
Natasha [a direct selling com- 
pany] had growth of about 20 
percent. We started and intend to 
expand the Natasha Май—а sec- 
tion їп our catalogue where estab- 
lished brands such as Bobson, 
Bossini, Confetti, Dickies, Нап- 
ford, Nafnaf and Oshkosh display 
their selected products as in a real 
mall. Expansion of kids’ line-are 
also planned. Expecting ОРУ? ré- 
mittances to increase purchases of 
apparel and personal care items 
though а strong peso is a cause for 
concem. This may dampen 
spending somewhat especially af- 
ter the holiday spending. 


Wiring your 


А MANAGEMENT SEMINAR 
which was announced recent- 
ly in the business pages of this 
newspaper was on the topic 
“Managing Organizational 
Change.” Among the specific 
topics listed were “Developing 
a ‘Change Intervention’ Plan” 
and "Methodologies and Tech- 
niques to Promote ‘Proactive 
Change’ Planning." 

I recall that many, many 
years back, “Managing 
Change” was standard fare in 
most MBA programs and was 
a hot topic in management 
training seminars. Apparently, 
it stillis. 

I must confess my utter ig- 
norance, but I thought all the 
while that this topic has be- 
come passé 1 was dead 
wrong! I googled "Change 
Management” and got—hold 
your breaths—667 million 
hits! А quick search at ama- 
zon.com yielded over 39,000 
results (including, of course, 
the classic 1996 book by John 
Kotter, Leading Change). And 
of course, we still have semi- 
nars like the one I just noted. 
(Judging from the seminar fee 
P11,977 + VAT for a two-day 
workshop, I can see that it is 


still a hot topic.) 
Traditionally, а change 
management strategy has 


been defined as one that is 
planned and implemented in 
a systematic manner. It is, in 
other words, part of a ratio- 
nal exercise intended to 


organization for change | 


"Gone are the days when ev. 
erybody awaited ‘the next 


By Niceto S. 
Poblador 


bring the organization to a 
well-defined, preferred state 
through the deliberate ma- 
nipulation of variables that 
are assumed to be within the 
control of organizational de- 
cision makers. Moreover, the 
change process is typically 
initiated in response to a per- 
ceived need for change that 
is beyond the control of the 
organization, but one which 
it can anticipate (hence, the 
supposed proactiveness of 
change strategies in gener- 
al). It is my studied opinion 
that this conventional view is 
terribly dated. 

I have long argued that 
this approach to organiza- 
tional change is no longer 
appropriate in today's busi- 
ness environment. In а 
world which is characterized 
by relentless and unpre- 
dictable change, it is no 
longer possible to anticipate 
the need for a change, much 
less put in place carefully 
laid out plans for responding 
to this perceived need. As 
IBM EVP Nicholas Donofrio 
noted in a recent speech be- 
fore the Management Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines, 


big thing. What is needed," 
he added, "is not to prepare 
for anticipated changes but 
to foster a culture of change" 
in organizations." By this I 
am sure he must have meant 
change as a continuing pro- 
cess. 

My own thinking on the 
matter (developed in Chapter 
3 of my book Strategy De- 
mythicized, currently lan- 
guishing in National Book- 
store shelves!) is that in to- 
day's surge environment, or- 
ganizations can no longer 
manage change (in the same 
way that they manage, say, fi- 
nancial assets). Instead, orga- 
nizations must be wired for 
continuous change. In today's 
world of business where ev- 
erything is moving at break- 
neck speed, the most adaptive 
organization is the one that 
can change quickly sponta- 
neously, without even giving it 
athought. 

Putting in place a carefully 
designed and thoroughly 
planned program of change in 
organizations is bound to mis- 
сапу for the simple reason 
that it tends to be overtaken. 
by events. 

(The article reflects the per- 
sonal opinion of the author. 
The author is an active academ- 
ic and a knowledge manage- 
ment consultant. Feedback at 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 
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at the age of 81. 


„Ма and Chase; siblings Clalre, Sor Ma. Socorro and Isidro. 


City on December 24, 2007. 


Dr. Eduardo "Eddie" Cordova Geraldo 


Passed away peacefully in the grace of our Lord 
оп December 14, 2007 in Houston, Texas 


Eddie, originally from Numancia, Aklan, trained as a surgeon in 
various cities in the U.S. and worked in the provinces of olio and 
Aklan til his retirement at age 65. Prior to his retirement, he was 
Chief of Hospital, Rafael S.Tumbukon Memorial Hospital and 
later, the Provincial Health Officer of Aklan. 


He is survived by his wife, Dr. Remedios Escobar Geraldo; children Victoria, Deborah, 
Edward, Grace, Eduardo and Cristina; sons and daughters-in-law, Barry, Myrna, Jeffrey, 
Patria and Raymond; grandchildren, Маги, Arron, Edrik, Raynhier, Joboy, lan, Ariane, 


" Visitation will be held at Imperial Standard Chapel, La Funeraria Paz, Araneta Avenue, Quezon 


Interment will be on December 27, 2007 at the La Loma Catholic Cemetery. 
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On Detember 18, 2007, 


Raymundo T. Gonzalez 


peacefully and with full faith surrendered to God's loving 
will and is now with his father Bobby and his brother Nick in 
Heaven. His ashes were interred at ће 
Mount Carmel Shrine Parish on December 22, 2007. 


His mother Nelia; wife Lulu; daughters and their 
families Louella, JV, Raymond, Peach and 
Bong; brothers and sisters and their families: 
Bessie, Dick, Danny, Dave, Jill, Marco, Nico, 
Alice, Nicky and Sandro; Jay, Annie, Jenny, 
Judy and JayJay; Didi, Pinkie, Pia, Luigi and 
Моее; Babing, Diane, Nik-Nik, Maite, Tala, and 
Anton; Tess, Trina, Alwin, JP and Kathy. 


The family would like to thank everyone who paid 
their respects, sent flowers and condolences, offered 
masses and remembered him in their prayers. 


His life will forever be celebrated by those who 
knew him, shared him, and loved him, each in 
their own ways. Faith, love and hope will remain 
їп us who will remember him always. 


ath «Notice 


„ NARCISO S. SAN JUAN > ~. 
„Ба peacefully on December 22,2007 at the age 6675. 
inte at #3 Fuso St, Meralco Village, Marilao; Bulacan; 
маном il bs арий also Метада Park a 200 pik 


An obituary with a picture 
can be a fitting tribute to 
your departed loved one. 


Always caring... INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


WE ACCEPT 
CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate 
ө Any lcntificaion document (LD.) 


CLASSIFIEDS ADVISORY 
To accept all ads, Classifieds Megamall Sales 
Office will be open today, Dec. 24 and on 
Monday, Dec. 31, 2007 from 10:00 A.M. to 
7:00 P.M. or call at 635-0219. Please place 
your ads before Dec. 25, 2007 and 
Jan. 1, 2008 as we are closed on said dates. 


Be part of the High- 
Performance Team 


JOIN THE EPERFORMAX XTREME CAREER 
Expo. As part of the company's efforts to 
strengthen its employee referral program and to 
provide exceptional careers, Eperformax, one of 
„ће country's most stable call center companies 
based in Buendia, Makati City, is holding a post- 
Christmas job fair dubbed as "Xtreme Career 
Expo". The job fair will be on Dec. 27-28, from 
10 ала. -7 pm. at the Trade Hall (near the food 
tourt area) of StarMall Edsa in Shaw Blvd., 
Mandaluyong City. 

The said event aims to recruit call center 
agents for the different Eperformax clients and 
have them start training on Jan. 2, 2008. In ad- 
dition to extending the holiday cheer by employ- 
ing more people, Eperformax will also give a 
post-Christmas bonus to all applicants who will 


sec ndo tsita 
90282 «889-7956 


PAIN BUYSELL 


‘be hired during the 2-day job fair. 
ePerformax Contact Centers is a privately held 
corporation established through a partnership 


PLANE FOR SALE 


xteam@eperformax.com. 


‘formed between Performance Consulting Group 
ofthe US. and Transnational Diversified Group | 77 Beecheraft Baron 
(TDG) of the Philippines. 58 Complete 

For more information, contact 490-2088 Logbooks 
loc. 6823/09178546149. Or email: | Cli 0917-3421555 


ЯШ fiis love and hope will remain in us whom fie loved and who | 


| will love and remember fim always. ЕУ 
“absent from 
the body to be Remember him by acting out the values that he lived by - love of family, 
present with faith in people and hope in God. sio 
the Lord." Je tent en ipei ga кч 
— 2 Corinthians 5:8 = ч 


NN Lans 9 
GO BEE HUI TYCANGCO 


Peacefully joined her Creator 
on December 21, 2007 at the age of 72 


“Lam the way, the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father 
except through Me.” 

John 14:6 


RUBEN FORCADELA TAN 


of Pitogo, Quezon and Galas, Quezon City 


Her loving husband Antonio; 
children Samuel and Mary Ann, Daniel, Esther, 
Amelia and Nico, Elaine and Wilhem, 
Rachel and Efren, Junior and grandchildren 
request your prayers for the repose of her soul. 


Passed away on December 22, 2007 
at the age of 67. 


His wife Cora; children Thaddy, Tracy, Trina 
and Livius; daughters-in-law Liezl and Marge; 
grandchildren, request pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Sanctuarium, 
Araneta Ave., Quezon City. 


Cremation will follow at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, 


His remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial n 
December 27, 2007 at Sanctuarium Crematory. 


Chapels, Inc., 12-G Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be announced at a later date. 


‘CLASSIFIEDS... 


RYKEROLL 
RENT-A-VAN 
07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
7818716 / 7964371 


Carunungan & Partners co. only use 
licensed Autodesk Software in its business! 


Carunungan & Partners co. is a company involved in Architectural, Engineering and 
Interior Design for both commercial and residential projects. 


Carunungan & Partners co. strongly advocates the use of original and licensed software 
belonging to Autodesk, Inc. and supports the government of the Philippines in their drive 
to combat software piracy in the country. 


It recognizes that the use of licensed software creates innovation and contribute to the 
growth of the Information and Communications Technology industry, creating more job 
opportunities to the Filipino people. 


Carunungan & Partners co. is now taking advantage of the benefits of increased 
productivity and efficiency using Autodesk, Inc.'s licensed software in its drafting and 
design processes. 


It believes that the use of unlicensed software, which is a criminal offense under the 
Intellectual Property Law of the Philippines, must be put to a stop. 
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Marketing Trends 
& Challenges 


Т Fresh Insights and Breakthrough Ideas to Exceed 2008 Targets. 


E; 1 Porter @ Miles 


IMPORTANT LEARNING POINTS: 


уд сози Marka тепаа 


‘CALL US NOW FOR INQUIRIES AND RESERVATION LOOK FOR AMIE, 


D) Porter Miles TL61 706-1307 
do Borer Q Mies, Tax nena 


ORTEXTICALL 
9017-42547. 


|This eventis 
Sponsored by: 


INQUIRER CLASSIFIEDS VALUED ADVERTISERS. 


Inquirer Classifieds officers and branch managers together with their valued advertisers. 


ANNOUNCEMENT Ж ш [iss] 
to our valued advertisers а | LUNETA PARK Maso" 
PDI Kalaw Branch | s — раним 
аам ргапс creme) __|5| ен | Ы 
has been transferred to: loc. 115 or 116 = H | t 
GIF Traveller's Life Bldg., 490 T.M. Kalaw St, Ermita, Manila. керсе, i 5 UNITED NATIONS AVENUE Е 
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Trade with Taiwan shrank 4% as of September 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


MERCHANDISE, TRADE WITH 
Taiwan remained on a downtrend 
as of end-September, with the val- 
че of exchanged goods down 4 
percent at $5.3 billion even as 
economic officials pushed for 
loser ties. 

According to the latest data 
from Taipe’s Government In- 
formation Office, Taiwan 
bought from the Philippines 
$1.72 billion worth of goods 
from January to September. 

The volume of imports from 


PWEDE KANG MAGING MILYONARYO SA PREMYO 
SA RESIBO, MAY FREE LOAD KA PA! 


the Philippines dropped 20.89 
percent from about $2.17 bil- 
lion in the same period of 2006. 

At the same time, Taiwanese 
shipments to the Philippines were 
valued at $3.59 billion, increasing. 
by 7.04 percent from $3.35 billion 
in the same period last year. 

Further, the Taiwan GIO re- 
ported that the Philippines re- 
mained Taiwan's 15th-largest 
trading partner in the nine- 
month period, accounting for 
1.56 percent of the island-econ- 
отуз total global trade valued 
at about $340 billion. 


Among developing countries 
excluding mainland China, the 
Philippines was Taiwan's sixth- 
largest trade partner after 
Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, Thai- 
land, Indonesia and Vietnam. 

China is Taiwan's largest 
trading partner with an 18.9- 
percent share or $64.4 billion of 
the latter's aggregate trade in 
termsof value. 

Also, the Philippines was the 
11th largest destination of Tai- 
wanese exports with 2 percent 
of total outbound cargoes val- 
ued at some $178.7 billion. 


The country ranked 17th 
among the largest sources of 
Taiwan's imports, accounting 
for about 1.07 percent of total 
inbound shipments worth some 
$161.28 billion. 

‘This was a notch higher than 
а month earlier, when the 
Philippines trailed India in 
terms of the value of shipments 
to Taiwan. 

The end-September ranking 
was also a notable improve- 
ment from the first quarter 
when the Philippines was 
ranked 20th. 


INVESTOR INTEREST IN THE DEPARTMENT 
of Tourism’s pioneering global franchise chain 
of travel cafés is snowballing with more poten- 
tial franchisees seeking to open branches in 
the Middle East, Russia, China, Canada and 
the United States. 

‘Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace Durano 
said in an interview that some investors 
had expressed interest to open Travel Café 
Philippines in Dubai, Moscow, Beijing, Los 
Angeles, Las Vegas and Vancouver. 

Durano said this was developing as first 
franchise holder TravelNCuisine, a joint 
venture between Japan's Travel Café Co. 
Ltd. (ТССІ) and Makati Skyline Inc., last 
week opened the first of three prototype 
TCPs at Greenbelt 5. 

Described as а  destination-themed 
lifestyle café and geared for the high-end 
market, TCP integrates the businesses of a 
restaurant and a travel and tourism office 
where customers can plan and arrange va- 
cations. 

‘TravelNCuisine is expected to open the 
other two branches at the SM Mall of Asia 
and SMX Convention Center in January. 

The same franchisee is preparing two 
more branches in San Francisco, California 
while TCCL is investing alone in a TCP in 
Singapore—a follow up to the first TCP in 
Tokyo. 


ByAmyR.Remo seaports, particular- 
ly in the cities of 
Davao and General 
Santos due to their 
proximity to In- 
donesia. 

“I have also di- 
rected the BAI to re- 
main vigilant in 
banning the entry 
of live birds and in- 
tensify surveillance 
operations on mi- 


THE DEPARTMENT 
of Agriculture has 
intensified anti-bird 
flu measures amid 
reports that the 
dreaded avian in- 
fluenza has again 
resurfaced in Asia, 
particularly Indone- 
sia, Myanmar and 
Pakistan. 


Agriculture Sec- gratory birds, 
retary Arthur C. Yap which are known 
said he had ordered carriers of the dead- 


the Bureau of Ani- 
mal Industry to step 
up implementation 
of preventive mea- 
sures in airports and 


ly H5N1 avian in- 
fluenza virus,” Yap 
said. 

As of Dec. 18, the 
World Health Orga- 


In November, Taiwanese offi- 
cials reiterated calls for more 
investment incentives as Taipei 
and Manila continue to work 
cut the realization of a Subi 
Kaohsiung economic corridor. 

Minister of Economic Affairs 
Steve Chen, who visited the 
country for the annual joined 
economic council meeting, said 
Taiwanese investors were par- 
ticularly hopeful for better busi- 
ness climate in the Subic and 
Clark freeport zones. 

“Many Taiwanese firms аге 
increasingly getting discour- 


aged with the deteriorating 
investment conditions in Chi- 
па and are looking for alterna- 
tive destinations," Chen had 
said. 

He said examples under dis- 
cussions were efforts to ensute 
sufficient supply of power and 
water at much more stable 
prices; ensure production cost 
could be maintained at a much 
lower level; and provide market 
potential for Taiwanese in- 
vestors not only in the Phi 
pines but also in the entire 
Southeast Asian region, 


Gov't attracts offers to bring 
Travel Café to more countries 


“As soon as we can confirm locations, we 
are ready to open TCPs in Seoul, South Ko- 
rea and Shanghai in China," Durano said. 

The official explained that prototype 
branches were needed to test the franchise. 
operations systems and ensure that these 
were working and could be replicated. 

Further, ће said the prototypes must be in 
full business operation to serve as a demon- 
stration café for potential franchisees. 

In an interview last week, TCCL exécu- 
tive vice president Kazuyuki Goto said the 
prototype branch was considered a labora- 
tory, from where baristas would be trained 
for this specialized café and where new 
items for the menu would be developed. 

Goto said the Greenbelt 5 branch would 
be the headquarters for the worldwide TCP 
network. 

He explained that the idea behind TCR 
which he developed, was to entice poten- 
tial tourists to the Philippines through 
the experiences available in the menu as 
well as the sights and sounds within the 
café. 

The Greenbelt 5 menu highlights civet or 
alamid coffee, touted as the rarest and most 
expensive type of coffee in the world, as 
эгей as salad with adobo flakes, kare-kare, 
pan de sal, turon and suman. 

Ronnel W. Domingo 


DA steps up campaign vs bird flu 


nization _ reported 
that the Н5М1 strain 
of bird flu has in- 
fected 340 people 


ry in Pampanga con- 
tinues to collect 
blood samples from 
birds to ensure that. 


with 209 fatalities the Philippines’ 
since the virus first P160-billion poultry 
resurfaced іп Asiain industry remains 


2003. 

Last Dec. 13, an 
Alinfected person had also improved 
died in the Banten і control measures 
province of Indone- to monitor the 
sia, movement of ducks, 

There have also which can ђе carri- 
been recent reports ers of the bird flu, 
of Al infections in and had ordered 
Myanmar and Pak- suppliers and grow- 


free from bird flu. 
He said the BAI 


istan. ers to secure per- 
BAI director mits for their trans- 

Davinio Сафа ап fer/movement. 

said the Al laborato- The BAL Catba- 


gan added, carries 
out strict monitor- 


а 


Time Deposit 


„0% 


Guaranteed 


ing and control 
measures to prevent. 
domestic poultry 


and ducks to come 
in contact with mi 
gratory birds from 
the 20 critical areas 
identified under the 
Avian Influenza Pre- 
vention Program. 

The Philippines, 
Singapore апі 
Brunei remain the 
only bird flu-free 
countries in South- 
east Asia. 

On top of build- 
ing more avian flu 
diagnostic labs simi- 
lar to the facility in 
Pampanga, the BAI 
has also encouraged 
poultry farmers to 


For inquiries: (02) 338-9777 /. m 
CATCH 


PREMYO SA 
londayı 


RESIBOON M 
NINARPN PA IBC 13 


+ Minimum of PhP 59,000 

+ 5-year placement, tax-free 

+ Accessible monthiy income 
" Rate is per annum and subject to change without prior notice. 


Manage your account online via PSBank Remote Banking. 
Open a time deposit now in any of 163 branches nationwide. 


implement — their 
own security mea- 
sures. 

Catbagan said the 
importance of keep- 
ing Philippine poul- 
пу farms virus-free 
cannot be underes- 
timated, con- 
sidering the possible 
devastating impact 
of an avian influen- 
za outbreak on the 
multi-billion peso 
Philippine poultry 
industry. 
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)earthen pots 
rebirt! 
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Inquirer Northern Luzon Just text KISSES to 2600 for more details. 
4 Photos by Melvyn Calderon 


IN CELEBRATION OF 100 YEARS OF 
AN NICOLAS, ILOCOS 47 UNFORGETTABLE KISSESe d^ 


Norte—The ancient art of ter- 

ra-cotta pottery in this north- 
ern town has been given a facelift 
with the revival of the lowly banga 
(cooking pot), which has become an 
icon of Посапо heritage and tradi- 
tional occupation that dates back to 
theturn of the 19th century. 

The Ilocos terra-cotta manufacturing 
had been largely dismissed as a vanishing 
industry until the community began notic- 
ing the historical value of pottery as an en- 
during monument to the handmade craft 
that now symbolizes San Nicolas heritage. 

There could not have been a better way 
of preserving San Nicolas traditional indus- 
try than paying tribute to the ancient craft 
through the Rang-ay ti Damilian, a pottery 
festival on the occasion of the town’s feast EST 2 " 
later this month. 

Mayor Alfredo Valdez is largely credited THIS KISS by Colorit Red 
for reviving the town’s cottage industry ITs INHER KISS by Itchyworms SEALED WITH A KISS by Silent Sanctuary KISS 
through the festival as an innovative ap- REPRINT UNUM 


proach to keeping the craft alive. а 
Valdez, whose family runs the 365 Plaza, KISSING A FOOL by True Falth . DON'T TALK, JUSTKISS by Sitti. 100 KISSES 


y thebiggest commercial strip in San Nicolas, (Те 100th Anniversary Song) by Margarita 
commissioned the town's potters to pro- 


= n я 5 duce the bricks for the commercial com- 
IN PERFECT SHAPE. Merlita Agonoy, a longtime potter in San Nicolas, puts the. plex. 


| touches to her burnay (jar). ILOCANO/C2 
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Robinsons Place Ermita, Manila * Robinsons Galleria, Ortigas • P. 

Makati • Glorietta З Ayala, Makati • Trinoma Ayala, Quezon С 
Alabang Town Center • Festival Mall, Alabang * 


Other Stores; 

Robinsons Starmills, Pampanga • Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall, Cainta • Robinsons Pláce- 
Metro East, Pasig • Victoria Plaza, Davao • Magic Mall, Urdaneta • CSI Mall Lucao;. 
Dagupan City 


*5096 discount on selected items 


Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 5073 Series of 2007 www.dockers.com 


allis bright 
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From page CI 

He has made it a policy for every 
construction project in his town to 
include bricks in the building's ma- 
terials to help generate income for 
San Nicolas potters. 


Посоѕ churches 

The other enduring symbol of ter- 
xa cotta is still plastered across Ilo- 
cos Norte with the presence of ma- 
jestic churches built out of bricks 
during the latter part of the 19th 
| century. 
| | Oral history says the bricks that 
built these churches came from the 
kilns of San Nicolas. 

The Ilocos Norte Travel Guide- 
book, for instance, chronicled that 
four brick ovens were built in the 
| town by the end of the Spanish era, 
giving rise to a belief that San Nico- 
las folk provided the bricks that 
were used in building turn-of-the- 
century Ilocos churches. 

Bricic manufacturing, to this.day, 
is regarded as Ilocos Norte's thriving 
ancient industry. One of the more 
recent historical buildings San Nico- 
Jas’ artisans take pride in is the posh 
Fort Ilocandia Resort Hotel in the 
seaside village of Calayab in Laoag 
City. 

President Ferdinand Marcos had 
the brick hotel built in 1983 to ac- 
commodate guests in time for the 


visual artists 


тар uota аи M 


locano earthen... 


wedding of his youngest daughter, 
Irene, to businessman Gregorio 
Araneta Ш. 

First Lady Imelda Marcos suppos- 
edly commissioned an entire village 
of potters in San Nicolas to produce 
"bricks for the 200-plus-room hotel. 

Amancia Bernardo, then a high- 
school freshman, was among those 
who made the bricks used at the ho- 
tel. Now 40, Bernardo remains a 
potter in probably the biggest pot- 
tery industry in San Nicolas today. 


Tribute 

‘The Rangcapan siblings—Violeta, 
Josephina and Virgilio—set up the 
pottery business as a tribute to their 
mother, Paulina, who taught them 
the craft of pot-making. 

Nana Pa-ul started producing 
pots when she was barely 10 years 
old, having grown to a family of pot- 
ters. 

Now 76, Nana Pa-ul, recognized as 
an outstanding San Nicolense in 
2006, is still doing what she does best: 
molding and shaping cooking pots. 

Josephina said her mother starts 
the day early at the shop and could 
produce over 100 small cooking 
pots by the end of the day. 

"Her domain is cooking pots. The 
younger ones do not have the pa- 
tience to produce pots because it de- 
mands special care and tough labor, 


Valenzuela and Sandy Coberos (standing, left) and San Nicolas Damilian Association potters 


architecture student, totally unpre- 
pared for the grandeur of temples 
resisting the onslaught of nature. 

It was а place where giant trees 
violently asserted nature's power by 
insisting on growing over immense 
stone constructions that for cen- 
turies nobly fought back the forces 


PRIDE OF PLACE 
Augusto Villalon 


‘All is cal lis bright’ 
is calm, all is bright 
HEN MY COPY OF THE From the ravages remained was decapitated, dis- 
Jast edition of Town and membered, and, in many instances, 
whol seem mmi ofthe Indochinese утууга y 
front, as T usually do. hat I ered th be, 

“Butt never got past Monique vi. War and the thelr corridore now bare. Architec. 
onco's full-page photograph of saf- Н tural details, stone flooring and 
fromrobed monks walking on опе ZeNOcidal Pol Pot bas-relief were all brutally hacked 
ofthe long galleries of Angkor Wat геа, Ankor away during what was a teile pe 
on the issue's last page. , An; под of war. 

Manuel Chavez's caption, “All is Corridors, now filled with ranks 
гаша, als еши, summed up Wat has been of feshbulb-popping tourists, no 
what Angkor is today and what, for jonger spoke with the serene si- 
me, Angkor has always been, a restored asa lence of lost Angkor, or so I thought, 
place of total peace. until I saw in Monique's photo- 

1 went into the Cambodian jungle graph evidence that the recent 
tosee Angkorin 1968whenIwasan SANCtuary Ofpeace SE риаш peasant by 


led pilgrims quietly and meditative- 
ly away from the wide open temple 
exterior toward the inner sanctum, 
а place where “all is calm, all is 
bright.” 

Angkor was quiet in 1968. I felt 
as if 1 was the only person there, 


Angkor during this stage of its life 
was over. 

Although it is no longer the 
Angkor that I knew, from revisiting 
it T now recognize that the brutal 
experience the Cambodian people 
have survived had caused a search 
fora new, different place where “all 


of nature to survive, 


forgettable. 


The sense of timeless dignity of 
temples in the dense jungle was un- 


Laced with intricate stone detail- 
ing, long walkways with exquisitely 
carved stone statuary and stunning. 
bas-relief on every single wall 
formed a network of corridors that 


There was a sense of peace I had 
never experienced before, 


Return 

When I returned 37 years later, I 
was one of thousands of picture- 
taking tourists. 

The statuary I remembered so 
vividly had vanished. The litde that 


young with pottery beside his lola and role model, Nana Ра-ц. 


like nurturing a baby,” she said. 

Located in the village of Barabar, 
the manufacturing area does not 
have any signage, which is typical to 
a cottage industry. 

But motorists ‘cruising along the 
San Nicolas-Dingras road in eastern 
Посо Norte could not miss them: 
Freshly baked red-coated earthen- 
ware line the road while hundreds of 
newly molded pots spill to the sugar- 
сале fields around the more than 200- 
sq mot. 

Iron sheets protect at least 16 pot- 
ters from the searing Ilocos sun as 
they work using handmade molding 
wheels 

To the Rangcapan siblings, pot- 
tery had been just a means to feed 
their families, until their products 
got the attention of neurosurgeon 
Joven Cuanang, medical director at 
St. Luke's Medical Center in Quezon 
City. 

Cuanang, a native of Batac City, 
owns the Sitio Remedios beach re- 
sort where a heritage village sits. 
The resort has become a tourist 
magnet in Currimao town. 

It was Cuanang who invited Paga- 
dian artist and sculptor Mark Valen- 
zuela to provide a workshop for San 
Nicolas potters so they could ac- 
quire new techniques in terra-cotta 
pottery. Cuanang later commis- 
sioned Valenzuela to create terra- 


#5 other sculptor, Sandy Coberos, from 
Sagay, Negros Occidental, in provid- 


isual artists Mark 


r 


ten 


BURNAY, SAN NICOLAS-STYLE. This 
isan antique jar distinctly San Nicolas 
that uses bottle caps as markings. 


cotta pieces that would be installed 
in his resort. 

The two met through Ilocos Norte 
tourism officer Rene Guatlo during 
the “Dula sa Lapuk” traveling terra- 
cotta exhibit at the Cultural Center 
of the Philippines in 2005. 

Valenzuela, 27, a painter, has 
earned his mark in terra-cotta mak- 
ing since he started using clay as а 
medium in 2004 

‘Those in the terra-cotta business 
had branded him a “maverick artist” 
because of his meteoric rise as a 
sculptor. He has mounted a solo ex- 
hibit in Metro Manila and is set to 
display his creations in Singapore 
next year. 


do's 


Products 

San Nicolas’ pottery pieces, which 
range from cooking and flower pots, 
water jars, stoves, well casings, to 
roof tiles and bricks, are more func- 
tional than decorative, leaving 
Valenzuela, who worked with an- 


City. 


ing new techniques for the potters 
during the workshops. 

“Lagreed to do the workshop with 
them because I was looking forward 
to an exchange of techniques,” he 
said. 

He said Посов clay was better 
than the type they used in Du- 
maguete. “It does not easily crack 
even when exposed to air or sun- 
light. In Dumaguete, we wrap our 
clay with plastic to keep the ай, and 
we keep them from the sun,” he 
said. 

‘The workshop products will be on 
display at the town hall during the 
Damili festival on Dec. 28. 

Potter Pablo Capati Ш, who stud- 
ied pottery in Japan and California, 
was invited to open the exhibit with 
Valenzuela as curator, 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


are co-founders of a small socially commi 
ted group called Black Artists of Asia. Hav- 
ing sprung from the same soil of what has. 
j long been known as a social volcano, they 
naturally gravitate toward Social Realism. 

Tr is SR of the edgier kind, the one more 
deeply wallowing in social evils, what is 
identified as the New Objectivism. This is 
an incendiary mix of expressionism and 
surrealism that almost always deals with 
portraying evil. 

Rooted thus in the same locale and so- 
ciopolitical background, Co and Alvarado 
create artworks that have related looks, ex- 
ude a similar spirit, and are characterized by 
the same concern for social problems. Both 
deploy simplified forms, sharply angular fig 
ures, motifs from lower mythology and folk 
religion, and a vigorous colorism that chiefly 
consists of primary and secondary colors of- 
bordering оп 
neon hues. 

‘This is all reminis- 
cent of George Grosz, f 
Karel Appel and the 
Cobra, particularly їп 
the childlike quality 
and macabre humor | 
of their harsh brutal Ё ` 
imagery, and also the 
use of motifs from 
mythology and folk- |, 
lore. It is an art of vi- |, 
tality and force. 

But while Alvara- | 


more or less by his re- | 

gion and local issues, 

such as the plight of p "m 

the sugarcane-planta- 

tion workers, Co's as- 

pires to be more glob- 

al in reach as he ex- 

plores 

wrought 

common tao by class 

and economics, poli- 

tics and religion 
Consider Со latest exhibit "Portraits of 

Chinamen," pieces in oil on canvas, until Dec. 

31 in Galleria Duemila, 210 Loring St., Pasay 


"TWO Boxes and Jarlets" 


is calm, all is bright.” 
This is the season for us to end 
turmoil and come back to our own 
place where all is calm, all is bright. 
Best wishes for a calm and bright. 
Christmas. 


Feedback is welome ш 
pride.place@gmail.com 
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HARLIE CO AND NUNELUCIO 
Alvarado, two of the more promi- 
nent artists of Negros Occident 
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"BEWARE" 


SEN. Edgardo Angara 


JOSE Ma. Carino, 
Zubiri 


PILLARS OF ARTS AND CULTURE, 
business and government were pre- 
sentat the recent launch of "Pearl of 
the Orient: The Philippines in a 
Shell," a special book by José Maria 
Cariño and Sonia P Ner on paint- 
ings and carvings оп mother-of- 
pear! shells. 

The event at the Metropolitan 
Museum also launched an exhibit 
displaying carvings and paintings 
‘on mother-of-peari shells 

The guests of honor at the book 
launch were legendary painter Ani- 
ta Magsaysay-Ho and arts patron 
Sen. Edgardo Angara. 

Other guests were Sen. Juan 
Miguel Zubiri and National Artists 


|, Teyet Pascual and Letty Jimenez-Magsanoc. 


and Toti Villalon 


Е Sionil José, Virgilio Almario and 
Salvador Bernal. 

Also present were cultural 
preservationists and Philippine art 
champions Bambi Harper, Chit Gat- 
bonton, Paulino Que, and Dr. Teyet 
Pascual, as well as architect Augus- 
to Villalon, author Robert Lane, and 
the founder and treasurer of the Pi- 
la Historical Society Foundation, 
Cora Relova. 

Other champions of art and cul- 
ture in attendance were painters 
Lizanne Uychaco, Mia Herbosa, 
Elaine Herbosa; artists Araceli Dans 
and Dindon Cordova; the former 
president of the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum, Opat Hermano; the president 


OPAT Hermano, former president of 
Metropolitan Museum; Francis Hermano 


of the Cultural Center of the Philip- 
pines, Nestor Jardin; and the for- 
mer president of the Friends for the 
Cultural Concerns of the Philip- 
pines, Chloe Romulo Periquet. 

Also spotted at the launch were 
Inquirer editor in chief Letty 
Jimenez-Magsanoc, movie produc- 
er Digna Santiago with her daugh- 
ter Myta, Museo Pambata's Nina Yu- 
son, and the Foundation for Lay Ed- 
ucation on Heart Diseases’ Chi Chi 
Laperal. 

Copies of "Pearl of the Orient” are 
available in the shops of Metropoli- 
tan Museum, Ayala Museum, Lopez 
Museum, Yuchengco Museum and 
the Filipinas Heritage Library. 


A Pearl of a book launch and exhibit мй 


0° incendiary realis: 


jing early this year, and in this show ће is see- 
ing China through the eyes of a Tsinoy. The ti 
Че would be pejorative if it weren't meant to 
be humorous. 

Here are his signature cartoonish figures 
drawn with mordant wit and rendered in flat 
striking color, deep hues of vivid red, brilliant 
blue, mandarin orange, solid black, yellow, 
brown, white and gray. 

‘The eponymous characters are depicted in 
bowler hats and chiefly Western clothing sup- 
posedly to identify the country as among the 
superpowers. Yet the artist continues the old 
racial clichés. 

In "Double Agent" and "Secret Agent,” 
limned in the simplest forms and the purest 
colors, we see the stereotype of the in- 
scrutable Oriental, always a master of espi- 
onage and double-dealing. 

In"Dragonboy on Cloud Nine,” it looks like 
a child emperor, his fat face dominating the 
whole canvas in a plane of sickly yellow. 

"Glorious China" is an ironic portrait of a 
Westernized Chinese, a decadent face among 
roses, most probably symbolic of insidious 
capitalism in this socialist state. 

“Minister of Health” and “Minister of Hu- 
man Resources” are a return to the artist's 
more scathing form. But they're still stereo- 
typical, the former alluding to the country's 
pollution index and the latter to its censor- 
ship record, 

"Beware" is redolent of Orientalia in motif 
and chromatics, so rich the imagery and color 
tonality it could gloss over the sinister mes- 
sage. 

“Т wy to record the political time with my 
art, painting global political landscapes,” says 
the artist, “but I have not even scratched the 
surface.” 

Wed say this is rather skin-deep a scratch- 
ing—as in his previous shows, using the reli- 
gious carroza as central motif, Co had already 
shown he could be apocalyptic when face to 
face with evil. 


Redolent of Orientalia in motif and chromatics, it is so rich 
in imagery and tonality it could gloss over the message 
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a LONGEST EVER DANCE PARTY IN MANILA 


NATIONAL ARTIST ARTURO LUZ IS 
the focus of Galerie Raphael's exhibi- 
tion until Dec. 31. 

The show highlights such series as 
“Temples,” "Cities of the Past" and 
“Performers,” 1995-2005. 

Included in the show are several 
major pieces such as Luzs 24x48- 
inch; “Cities of the Past" and 1992s 
48x60-in “Borobudur.” Also in the 
show are two acrylicon-canvas 
works, "Three Performers" and "Two 
Musicians and a Juggler,” both mea- 
suring 48x60 in. 

Galerie Raphael is аг Unit 2C-06, 
2/8 The Piazza, Serendra Mall, Boni- 
facio Global City, Taguig, with tel. 
number 8563034. For more informa- 


Luz at Serendra 


tion visit www.galeriejoaquin.com 

Arturo Luz, named National Artist 
for painting in 1997, went to the UST 
School of Fine Arts, then received à 
scholarship at the California College of 
Arts and Craft in Oakland for a three- 
year diploma in art program. He contin- 
чей his education at the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum Art School in New York in 1950 
and at Academie de la Grande Chau- 
miere in Paris in 1951. 

He is a three-time first-prize win- 
ner at the Arts Association of the 
Philippines Annual Competition, 
from 1950s to the 1960s. He was 
awarded the Order of Chevalier des 
Arts et Letres by the French govern- PARTY ALLNGHTTO WIN COOL'PRIZES! 
mentin 1978. Ls а 


we support 
dance®lite 


‘ARTWORKS DONATED BY FILIPINO 
prtists under Galerie Joaquin helped raise 
Some P1.4 million for the International 
Care Ministries (ICM), a Hong Kong-based 
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Big meals, fatty foods, sweets and alcohol 
during the holidays? No problem! 


Stay healthy with C-Lium Fibre! 


C-Lium Fibre is made from 100% natural psyllium 
husk, probably the best dietary fiber in the world. It 
acts like a "sponge" to absorb toxic substances 
from the walls of your colon and flushes them out 
of your body before they are absorbed in your 
bloodstream. It also promotes a healthy digestive 
system by effectively regulating bowel movement 
and eliminating constipation. 


What's more, C-Lium Fibre helps. you control 
weight gain by keeping you feeling full longer 
without the unnecessary calories. 


Have a healthy Holiday Season! 
Make C-Lium Fibre your daily habit! 
PLN ош 
E Passion for Health 
LOVE FOR LIFE 
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Sanio [mercury drug. 


charity helping indigent families in the 
Visayas and Mindanao. 

In a bidding attended by over 600 
guests in the black-tie banquet at the ball- 


“PAGHAHANGA,” 
by Dominic Rubio 


‘Have A Healthy Holiday Season! | 
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HK art auction raises funds for charity 


room of the JW Marriott Hotel Hong 
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Kong, a medium-sized Alcuaz trilogue 
raised HK$65,000 (P357,500). 

A 48" x 72" mixed-media by Carlo Mag- 
no, "Summer Solstice,” III raised $65,000 
(P357,500). 

A major work by Dominic Rubio, “Old 


Manila (Paghahanga),” raised $85,000 
(P467,500). 

The three artworks were included 
among the 15 items of the live-auction 
portion of the fundraiser. 

Smaller works were included in the 
silent auction. A Nell Campos 24" x 20" 
work generated $12,000. An abstract dip- 
tych by Karina Baluyut brought in 
$8,000. A Benito 24" x 20" work raised 
$8,000. 

ICM's feeding program provides 25 
needy families in each participating slum. 
with weekly food supplements of 4-kg 
packages of rice. 

Every week, the local church partner- 
ing with ICM holds classes on basic 
health, character development (integrity, 
responsibility anger management) and 
religion. 

ICM's medical program provides 
healthcare services for the poor. 

ICM also runs a livelihood program for 
the poor. 


Experience a fairytale Christmas in the Tropics 


This year's most magical Christmas Light-Up in the world promises to be 
a truly grand affair, with Orchard Road and Marina Bay decked in glittering red, 
white and gold. For a one-of-a-kind visual treat, hop aboard our special open- 
top bus for a 30-minute tour of the Christmas Light-Up and trace the steps of 
Prince Noels search for his Princess Ballerina bride through stunning chandeliers, 
an enchanted harp and even a magical carousell 


Complimentary tickets for tourists are available at Singapore Visitors Centres 
at Changi Airport and Orchard Road as well as other selected distribution points. 


Shop. Eat. Chill. 
Till late on Orchard Road every Saturday night, great late night shopping, 
dining and entertainment experiences will keep you awake. Look out 
for great deals and interesting activities at participating malls which will Бе 
open till 11pm on Saturdays. Extended shopping hours at selected malls 
during the festive period: 

* Central: 22 Dec till 1am 

е Marina Square: 8 & 22 Dec till12 midnight 

€ Tangs @ Orchard: 14 & 15 Dec, 21, 22 & 23 Dec till 12 midnight 

ө VivoCity:1, 8,15 & 22 Dec till 12 midnight ` 

ө Wisma Atria: 14 & 15 Dec, 21, 22 & 23 Dec till рт 


One more blast before the New Year 
Tourists can look forward to attractive Year-End Post-Christmas Day Sales 
at participating shopping malls along Orchard Road from Dec 26, 2007. | 


So book your tickets now with your favorite travel agent for an. 
unforgettable holiday season in Singapore! po 


For more information. log on to Vtingapore com eto 
Terms and conditions appi 
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of Effie Nañas DanCenter 


Christmas 


By Elka Krystle Requinta 
Contributor 


THIS DECEMBER, BALLET RESTAGINGS 
of two well-loved children’s classics left the 
young in open-mouthed wonder, proving 
the timelessness of both productions: Ballet 
Philippines’ (BP) “Snow White” and Ballet 
Manila's "Pinocchio." 

The Grimm Brothers’ fairytale was 
brought to life in a modern opus by Effie 
Nafias, owner of Effie Nafias DanCenter 
(formerly Effie Маћаз School of Classical 
Ballet). 

The steps and lifts are safe, but did not 
fail to showcase the dancers in the 16 
shows BP mounted in just two weeks in the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines Main 
Theater. 

Carissa Adea glowed as dainty Snow 
White in the Disney-style blue-red-and- 
white dress. The 24-year-old was wonder- 
fully arched and effortlessly threw out her 
grand jetés. She teetered for a bit while 
whipping out pirouettes during the wed- 
ding scene, but was able to recover quickly. 

The audience held their breath in Adea's 
romantic pas de deux with Angel Gabriel's 
Prince Charming, who held such exacting 
fish dives but was a little unsteady in his so- 
Jo divertissements. 

Of the seven comical dwarfs who were 
natural favorites in heavy rubber masks, 
Naomi Tolome-Jaena's naughty Dopey. is 


the most delightful character"But"all of ™ 


their cartwheels and splits, especially dur- 
ing their head-bopping number, elicited ap- 
plause from the audience. 

Hilarious, too, were Patrick Rebullida’s 
obnoxious Queen and Ronelson Yadao's 
fleeting Huntsman, while the unitard-clad 
corps de ballet (courtesy of Arturo Cruz) of 
birds, butterflies, dragonflies, bats, trees, 
muses and a makeshift horse did a fancy job 
of building the light-hearted atmosphere 
for its stars. 

The Prince's friends, led by Rhea Dum- 
dum (CCP Dance School principal) and 
ag Gaongen in white-and-gold tutus and 
livery, provided elegance (and stretched 
the wedding scene longer) to the show, last 
produced eight years ago. 

Adding to the “wow effect” of the fantasy 
show in its fourth restaging by Ramonette 

oria was the dwarfs’ house that split 
open in the middle, as well as the gigantic 
mirror that was actually а mere screen 
which bore a big hole їп the curtain. 

Ballet Philippines caps its 38th season 
with “Latin Heat,” March 14-16, 2008, at 
the CCP Little Theater. 


‘Pinocchio’ 

Now on its third staging, the much-ap- 
plauded “Pinocchio,” staged by Ballet Mani- 
la artistic associate Osias Barroso at the vast 
Aliw Theater, elicited excited squeals from 
children as young as 3 years old. 

The ballet is short and sweet; fast-paced 
and full of "happy steps"—very much like 
Barroso, who, in an interview, ѕаій ће was 
influenced by choreographer Tony Fabella. 

‘After much applause at curtain call, the 
audience now clamors for a lengthened 
version that could show off BM's precise 
dancers some more. 
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PATRICK Rebullida (in black) as the 
obnoxious Queen 
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ALVIN Santos is the perfect Pinocchio in the Ballet Manila production staged by Osias 
Barroso. 
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By Allan Pastrana 

(Contributor 

IGHTER FORMS OF 
| theater usually re. 

|, eive a genial recep- 

‘tion from the theater-go 

ing public. 

Musical comedies, for exam- 
ple, have a ready thumbs-up go- 
ing for them, or even straight 
comedies for that mattei 
{аг аз the humor remains within 
the realm of the slapstick. 

If it has to involve language, 
familiarity is a consideration; it 
it’s "serious" theater, canned 
emotion is key formula. 

‘The performative and literary 
aspects of theater have been 
constantly problematized by 
critics; but I believe in drama 
critic Erie Bentleys argument 
that as long as there are good 
actors, we'll still have theater. 

‘This is not to imply that Ju- 
lian Mitchell's "After Aida" lacks 
literariness. But it would be out- 
right preposterous to compare 
itto a Brecht or a Beckett. 

"After Aida" works on various 
levels, sans the complicated 

rhetorics of easy categorization 
and the convenient labels we in- 


By Antonio C. 
Contributor 


PIANIST ILYA RASHKOVSKIY 
once more electrified Manila's 
music-lovers with his engaging 
pianism during a return en- 
gagement recently at the Phil- 
amlife Theater. 

The concert was sponsored 
by the Chopin Society of Hong 
Kong in cooperation with the 
Philippine American Life Insur- 
ance Company. 

‘The young pianist, only 23 
year old, played an all-waltz 
program of varying stylistic id- 
ioms culled from different com- 
posers. He definitely knew his 
métier. Such knowledge could 
not have been superbly articu- 
lated without adequate techni- 
cal grounding, which his play- 
ing sumptuously revealed. 

When intelligence and tech- 
nical command are fused, great. 
music ensues. Intuitive discern- 
ment and clean key playing are 
by themselves meaningless. 
They make listening so boring 
and uninspired. 

This young Russian pianist 
has clearly drawn a line be- 
tween mediocre playing and his 


title (Asian countries) 
at PowerBooks until 


Рес. 31 entitles „у^ y 
customers to a prize. 3 


voke in times of need. It may 
seem like any drawing-room 
play you have seen, and can be 
properly so, but it does not pre 
tend to be otherwise. 

The almost hallucinatory in. 
terjections made through the 
appearances of excerpts from 


Verdi's operas are by themselves 
a novelty, that in my opinion 
disrupt the melodrama. 

MusicArtes’ production of the 
play at the BDO Francisco San- 
Hago Hall was a triumph in 
many respects. For one, the cast 
was powerhouse. 

The nuances were rendered 
with nothing short of a well-in- 
tentioned "intention," which is 
beyond the limits and purpose- 
fulness of motivation—rightly 
so, a construct of subtleties. 

‘Thus read, the play is natural- 
ly an attempt at anything but 
mere “mimesis.” “After Aida” 
then-is literary in that sense, 
though never too literary for the 
stage. At some point, it even ex- 
ploits the possibilities of a the- 
ater of “ideas” rather than the 
‘consequences of human actions. 


Riveting eloquence 
It is surely noteworthy that 
the soliloquies were acted with 


own brilliant pianism. 

The Chopin waltzes were a 
fine starting point. Convention- 
айу romantic, they tugged at 
the listeners' hearts. 

The pieces revealed the bri 
liant, dashing and pensively ex- 
pressive elements of Chopin's 
Works, such as in the opening 
piece, Waltz in A-Flat Major, Op. 


Holiday promos 
for the book fan 


CHRONICLE ALL YOUR LITER- 
ary journeys in the limited-edi- 
tion PowerBooks Journal given 
away free for every purchase 
worth P2,500 (P2,000 for Pow- 
ercard Plus and Powercard 
holders) from any PowerBooks 
branch until Dec. 31. 
Also browse fe 
through PowerBooks 
Specialty Store's ex- 
tensive collection ог 


the world’s best 
guidebooks боп | 
“Lonely Planet.” 


Let the highly ac- 
claimed destination | 


guide take you on а poWERBOOKS 
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lengthy jaunt across 
Asia as you soak up 


branch until Dec, 31 entitles 
customers to an instant prize. 
Take home a "Lonely Planet 
Ciiscape" book on Sydney, 
Hong Kong, Delhi, Mumbai, 
Tokyo, Kathmandu, Singapore, 
Bangkok, Ho Chi Minh and Bei- 
Jing that offers insid- 
er knowledge about 
the streets of Asia's 
popular metros; and 
а "Lonely Planet 
Minibook" (China, 
India, Japan, 
Malaysia and Thai- 
land) teeming with 
compelling photos 
plus insightful com- 
mentary. 
PowerBooks Spe- 


the sights, sounds, онт pasoo caly Store is ar 
culture and people тенту 2800 Greenbelt 4, Mega- 


through its hit travel- 
book series. 


mall, Alabang Town 
Center, Glorietta 3, 


Every purchase of selected Shangri-la Май, Robinson's 
“Lonely Planet” titles (Asian Place Ermita, SM Mall of Asia, 


countries) at any PowerBooks 


Festival Supermall and TriNoma. 
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eloquence, that even the actors 


mere recitation drew strong 
emotions from a listener 
Eloquence can and would 
have to, refer methin, 
truer than diction. All the actors 
іп this have 
that—Paul Holme as Verdi; Bart 
Guingona as Boito; Robbie Gue. 
vara as Faccio; Nieves Campa 
Alvarez as Strepponi; Jaime del 
Mundo as Ricordi—though Tam 
‘wont to single out Alvarez's per- 
formance as Giuseppina Strep- 
poni. 

Alvarez is a thespian of the 
moment. It is rather difficult to 
go through Mitchell's predilec- 
tion for the essayistic rumina- 
tion (which pervades even his 
novels), in that it purports to re- 
semble the eventuality of tradi- 
tional soliloquy within the 
space of the stage, and the play 
itself, as а shift in locality. 

In truth, it is, as it appears, а 
separate text that calls for its 
own raison d'être. Alvarez not 
only conquered this one hurdle; 
she also crossed it out. 

The group of singers who 
performed excerpts from vari- 
ous Verdi operas consisted of 
five of the most sought-after 


production 


classical sing 
achelle 


rs in the country 
Gerodias, Ме 


пеп Espina, Ronan Ferrer 
Randy Gilongo and Noel Az 

Together with the exciting pi 
anist Mary Anne Espina, they 
provided the additional curiosi 
ty to Mitchell's play, which may 


be considered meritorious. 


Even Mitchells preference 
for the bourgeois pretensions of 


the conventional drawing-room 
play asa take-off point to depict 


an important event in Verdi's 


life is not to be despised, not to 

mention his 

British about it. 
MusicArtes’ 


its nature of championing the 
artist's creative process. Howev- 
er remote a statement itis about 
the value of Culture, it serves its 
purpose well within its capacity. 

If we took the anti-materialis- 
tic stance of Matthew Arnold, 
ме would have believed him 
when he wrote that culture was 
“the best that has been thought 
and said in the world.” We take 
it to mean, for now, the 
heart—and soon enough, the 
soul. 
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played-a program 
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34, and the last number, Waltz 
in E Minor. The ensuing Scri- 
abin piece, Valse, Op. 38 in A- 
Flat Major, showed much affini- 
ty for Chopin. 

Rashkovskiy's playing of Rav- 
el's La Valse led to a change in 
mood. Rhapsodic romance gave 
way to jolting, fiery pyrotech- 
nics that demanded utmost del- 


Christmas 


From page DI 


Alvin Santos is the perfect 
Pinocchio for this show. Flexible 
and armed with a ready smile, he 
seems very apt for the demand- 
ing choreography of jumps, splits 
and other contortions. 

Sophia Sanco's jittery and 
green-colored Jiminy Cricket 
supported Santos well, espe- 
cially during the pantomime 
scenes, while Jonathan Janolo 
as Pinocchio's father, Gepetto, 
provided the heart-warming 
moments. Marcus Tolentino's 
Stromboli, who looked like а 
pot-bellied Captain Jack Spar- 
Tow, got appreciative laughter. 

Zaira Cosico is the elegant 
Blue Fairy (in white tutu, go fig- 
ure!) accompanied by equally 
graceful fairies who sent little 
girls in the audience buzzing 
with anticipation. 

Francis Саѕсайоѕ masked 
Fox and Sarah Abigail Cruz’s 
Cat were the funny, bottom- 
wiggling antagonists who lured 
Pinocchio away from school. 
But at times it was apparent 
they were concentrating more 
on the steps and a little less on 


icacy rather than power. 

Rashkovskiy further explored 
Ravel's high sense of individual- 
ity, which obliquely departed 
from the conventions of roman- 
tic sentimentality in his Valses 
Nobles et Sentimentales, neatly 
packaged in eight connected se- 
Ties. 

It was in these Ravel works 


ballets... 


expression. 

‘The joy in children’s faces was 
most apparent, however, during 
the underwater scene in black 
light (design by Jaime Villanue- 
va) that made the dancers’ fluo- 
rescent costumes glow. 

Bright jellyfish and other sea 
creatures gliding even from the 
sides of the theater mesmerized 
the audience. The giant whale 
of brown yielded thunderous 
applause. 

BM's program also featured 
another well-applauded Bar- 
гозо creation, the seamless 
"Sonata," his first choreograph- 
ic work since a spinal operation 
ayear ago. 

The “ballerina's Prince" used 
a lot of big adagio movements 
in this very lyrical and abstract 
ballet on love, molding pirou- 
ettes with every stroke of the vi- 
olin and piano. 

The stellar cast is led by “bal- 
lerina of the people” Lisa Macu- 
ja-Elizalde and Rudy de Dios. 
They were equal in passion and 
emotion throughout the 45- 
minute performance. 

And as De Dios gave Elizalde 


being overtly 


production of 
"After Aida” is timely, if only for 
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SCENES from the 
MusicArtes production 
of Julian Mitchell's 
"After Aida" 


the pianist showed much 
poignant pianism, emphasizing 
the supreme beauty of line 
rather than power. The banality 
with which he wrapped his 
straightforward renditions of 
the previous Chopin pieces 
were rendered irrelevant by his 
playing of the Ravel pieces— 
the crowning moment of the 
evening. 

The tones were consummate- 
ly masculine and the rhythmic 
drive stunningly flowing, mak- 
ing the rendition strikingly sym- 
phonic. 

The pianist carved out neat 
passages in Liszt's Soiree de Vi- 
enne: No.6 in A Major. He treat- 
ed the waltzy themes with a 
singing clarity. He capped his 
playing with the demanding 
“Mephisto” Waltz, tossing the 
notes once more to glorious 
heights. 

‘Technical flourish was abun- 
dant, with chords that asked 
not only for full execution but 
also for unerring skips, exhaust- 
ing octaves and the like. The 
middle section, which the pi- 
anist played with heavenly dis- 
patch, added spark to his awe- 
some playing. 


Tenor Gary del Rosario 
in concert 

The Foundation for the Musi- 
cal Arts, Inc. is presenting 
tenor Leodigario "Gary" del 
Rosario in a homecoming con- 
cert at the Philamlife Theater 
on Feb. 1, 2008, with collabo- 
rating pianist Raul Sunico. 

Del Rosario, a resident artist 
of the Seattle Opera Company, 
has essayed lead roles in several 
opera houses in the United 
States to critical acclaim 

He was last heard in Manila 
in 2000 as the featured soloist 
of the prestigious Toyota Clas- 
sics, with the Cadaques Sym- 
phony Orchestra conducted by 
Philip Entremont. 

He will sing Western as well as 
Philippine art songs, and operat- 
icarias from well-loved operas. 

Proceeds of the concert are 
earmarked for the newly found- 
ed scholarship program aimed 
at providing financial assis- 
tance to the countrys gifted 
musical talents here and 
abroad. This concert is a must 
for music enthusiasts. 


Call 9288833 or 9290910 to 
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CARISSA Adea is a dainty Snow White in the Disney-style 


blue-red-and-white dress 


the slowest kiss, the audience 
was silenced, waiting with bat- 
ed breath on what was about to 
happen. 

‘Two demi-leads and several 
couples effectively framed the 
two lovers, clean and exact in a 
flurry of flowing steps. It 
seemed the audience was al- 
most afraid to blink for fear of 
missing anything, most espe- 
cially the final pose: six men 
carrying the horizontally re- 
clined lovers. 

Barroso said that part was ac- 
tually from a 1984 creation by 
deceased mentor and ac- 
claimed choreographer Eric 


Cruz, during which Barroso was 
justa beginner in ballet. 

The rather "heavy" piece pre- 
miered during "Music, Trio, 
Magic," a celebration of com- 
poser Edward Elgars 150th 
birth anniversary at the CCP 
Main Theater in November, 
where the ballet had live ac- 
companiment from foreign 
artists, violinist Robert Atchison 
and pianist Olga Dudnik. 

Ballet Manila will again per- 
form “Pinocchio” on Dec. 25 
and 31. It will cap its 12th sea- 
son with "Le Corsaire" on Feb 
15-24 at the Star Theater, ССР 
Complex. 


Specialty bookstore opens in Cebu, Ermita 


POWERBOOKS GOES 
down south with the recent 
opening of its flagship branch 
in 2/L, Northwing, SM City 
Cebu, the first specialty book- 
store in the area. 

Meanwhile, in Manila, a 
sprawling new and bigger 
PowerBooks branch awaits 


avid readers at 4/L, Manila 
Midtown, Robinson's Place Er- 
mita. 

With both branches offering 
contemporary interiors and a 
cozy ambience, PowerBooks in- 
dulges patrons in a leisurely 
reading experience. 

On display are foreign and lo- 


cal titles ranging from fiction to 
history, business, lifestyle, arts 
and other genres. Lounge 
couches and a showcase of rec- 
ommended books line the store, 
encouraging customers to 
browse and read. 

As an added treat, loyal pa- 
trons get the opportunity to re- 


ceive special privileges by ap- 
plying for the PowerBooks 
Powercard. 

For additional perks and 
discounts, upgrade your 
Powercard to a Powercard 
Plus with an accumulated 
minimum purchase worth 
P15,000 іп one year. 
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LOURDES Montinola, Pitoy Moreno, Nene Quimson, Lorna Laurel 


and Gerry Contreras 


Party for Carmen Guerrero Nakpil’s ‘Legends & Adventures’ 


SEN. Jamby Madrigal 


JAKE Macasaet, Carmen Guerrero Nakpil, 
Manila Mayor Fred Lim and Chito Madrigal 


Collantes 


+ Two TESLAR chips inside the watch 
inleraci with duci quarts watch 
movemenis lo create a held 
ot energy 


* The waich ballery generates 
an Electric Field апа the 
азата movement сой creates 
а Magnetic Feld 


‘The TESLAR chips use these 
two energy fields io теште 
а unique third field - "Tear 
Scalar Реја" - that pulses 
917-9 times per second 
0-9 Вела) 

7 - 9 Herz is ће same 
frequency range cs the 
Бета own natura! energy 
зае 


+ 7 -9 Hertz is also the same 
frequency range оз signais 
‘emitted by the brain when in 
calm or mediative siate ог 
when athletes cre in states of high 
репотпалсе 


This naturel signal of caim and. 
ekaxciton (known os the TESLAR Едам) 
travels via an energy channel staring 
їп the leti wrist through to the rest of the 
body's energy tieid 


How does TESLAR technology work? 


Panlilio 


A YEAR AFTER FANS OF "MYSELE ELSE- 
where,” by Carmen Guerrero Nakpil, rel- 

ished the first volume of her autobiogra- 

phy, they will have their curiosity rewarded 

with the publication of its sequel, “Legends 

& Adventures,” which covers the period be- 

tween 1946 and 1983. 

To launch the new volume, Chito Madri- 
gal Collantes hosted a scintillating book 
party at her North Forbes Park residence. 

Among those present were personalities 
from the lush era of journalism, politics and 
foreign relations captured in the book, in- 
cluding Joaquin Roces ЈЕ, son of Don Chi- 
по; Lorna Laurel, Isabel Ongpin, Cesar and 
Joy Virata, Mayor Fred Lim, Mark Higgins 
(son of fashion doyenne Salvacion Lim), 
David Eala (grandson of Doroy Valencia), 
Ivi Cosio (daughter of Bert Avellana), Jus- 
tice Lolong Lazaro, David Guerrero (son of 
Leoni Guerrero), Marita Roces Guerrero 
(daughter of Manila-Times owner Ramon 
Roces), Raul and Pilar Teehankee (widow 
of Chief Justice Dingdong Teehankee). 

Also present were writers Lorna K. Tirol, 
Sylvia Mayuga, Linda Panlilio, Eggie Apos- 
tol, Jake Macasaet, Zenaida Seva, Chit and 
Vergel Santos. 

"Legends & Adventures" retains the 
sharp observations, the charm and fine 
writing of the earlier volume which dealt 
with the town of Ermita, the author's early 
years and the devastation of World War II. 
To the new volume, she adds the fast- 
paced, scandal-ridden excitement of post- 
war Manila, rebuilt, feisty and indepen- 
dent, as the Sin City of the Far East, where 
the young war widow covered the hard 
news and survived new perils. 

“A new life is riskier than the old one, as 
any tatterdemalion survivor will tell you,” 
she writes of herself. “The steely rules of 
old Ermita are gone and the only etiquette 

is Dog Eat Dog." 

As an assertive, impudent journalist, she 
moves through several decades of "Leg- 
ends" (the politicians, writers, artists and 
Celebrities) and "Adventures" in news- 
rooms, communes, palaces and hovels in 
New York, Tripoli, Florence, Beijing, Kaza- 
khstan, Paris, always justa step ahead of all 
kinds of danger. But she's also a working 
mother, a public servant and, first of all, a 
writer. 

“Legends & Adventures” has more pages 
than its predecessor, 50 more photos, and a 
clever Andy Warholesque portrait on its 


Nakpil 


Performance Beyond Compare 
THF TESLAR EF 


"ECT 


The TESLAR Effect may "help 
‘compensate for some of the 
negative impact of using а 
cell phone" 
їп June 2002. Alternative 
Medicine Magazine 
conducted independent 
roduc! lesting which 
emonstated that 
LAR may have а 


positive ellect on the 
human body in the 


Rote Variability (HRV), 
which can be а good 
measurement of а body's 
overil response to external 
зе. Ths product esi concluded 
that the use of TESLAR "may in 
laci compensate for some of the 
negative impact of using а cell 
phone” 


While wearing 
TESLAR. results 
suggest a "stabilizing 
effect" on or even 
"beneficial stimulation" 
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CARMEN Guerrero Nakpil, Ateta Gana, Pandot Ocampo and Erlinda 


GEMMA Araneta, Gia Nakpil, Carmen бие 


Immune cell production increases in presence of the 
TESLAR Elect in laboratory experiment” 

Dr Glen Rein. while сї Slaniord Medical School showed 
thal in the presence of TESLAR there was, on average. 
137% enhancement of human immune cell growth Gr- 
vio). A separate lest demonstrated that nerve cells Qr- 
vito) could inhibit their uptake И noradrenalin (а 
‘depression-fighting process) by as much as 19.5% in the 
presence of TESLAR. 


Children wearing TESLAR in a recent pilot study showed. 
improved concentration’ 


In 2001, а 30-day study of 11 chidren with hyperactivity 
апа atienlion problems was completed in Henderson, 
КҮ. Studenis were evaluated by teachers prior lo beginning 
the study and again at the conclusion. Overall. per 
leachers observations. students showed Improvements 
In hei оршу io concentrate, play respecttuly wilh other 
children, relote to adults, and respect authority. among 
Other indicators. 

+ пш San TESLA в not mandad о орооно veat cu or pent 
чү discos посла canai be qucsonisod оз толо мош ушу 


of nervous system 
activity. 


In 2003, Dr. Муюп Eccles. MD. saw similar resulis on 
patients Dr Bodes HRV less showed thot wilhoul TESLAR. 
the nervous system can become stressed when exposed 
ocn energied celphone. While weanng TESLAR resuls 
suggest а “stabilizing elect” on or even "benebcial 
simulation” of nervous stem actvity. 


The TESLAR Effect may result in “improved 
cardiovascular fitness" 


їп 2005, a Heart Rote Variability study (Le. Stress Test) 
‘Published in Explorel Magazne suggests TESLAR weorers 
may experience а more balanced Auionomic Nervous 
System related ю cardiovascular tines. Measurements 
sugges atier wearing TESLAR iesi subjects experienced 
Improved general cardiovascular iness related to (1) 
relaxing the “ight or figh!" response, (2) increasing 
“relaxation response"; and (3) improving adapiabily to 
‘external users 


"When wearing the watch I experience 
drastic chunge-. in both my 
performance level 

and energy level’ 


experience 


Cookie Guerrero 


(CLOCKWISE, from top left) Mandy Eduque, Carmen Guerrero 
Nakpil and Chito Madrigal Collantes 


srrero Nakpil and Lizza б. 
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cover which is a nod to the eight lives 
Nakpil has had since 1945. 

Both "Legends & Adventures" and "My- 
self, Elsewhere" (winner of the National 
Book Award 2007, Manila Critics Circle) 
are available at National Book Store, 
Powerbooks and Fully Booked. Call Nakpil 
Publishing, 8172940 or 0921-4011480. 


New book 
on 
Bulacan 
heritage 


ANEW BOOK FEATURING THE 
contributions of Bulacan in the 
arts has been recently released. 
Bulacan has more than her 
share of national heroes, great 
composers and poets, artists 
and writers, and cultural, his- 
torical and religious landmarks. 

In this attractive, richly illustrat- 
ed book, cultural author Amadis 
Ma. Guerrero takes the reader on an 
armehair tour of the province and 
reviews Bulacan's prominent per- 
sonalities in the arts. It focuses on 
| the achievements, past and present, 
in architecture, visual arts, litera- 
ture, music, dance, theater, and 
crafts. 

Produced by the Provincial Youth, 
Sports, Employment, Arts & Culture 
Office (PYSEACO) of Bulacan and edi- 
torial supervision, design and print 
| production by Tactical Mix, "Bula- | 
сайапа” is the next best thing to an ac- 
tual educational tour of the province. 
Copies are available at PYSEACO, 
Provincial Capitol, Malolos, Bulacan; 
tel nos: (044) 7916604; (02) 
6874920; 0917-8822364. 
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Wirinia Cordero, center, 
with ABS-CBN executive 
Peter Musngi 


PHOTOS BYRODEL nox 


Welcome to TeleRadyo- 
radio pretending to be 
TV or is it actually 

the other way around? 


By Pocholo Concepcion 


TWO RADIO HOSTS OPEN THEIR SHOW 
with barefaced banter: "Ito po ang batang- 
batang si Ariel Ureta ... at ito naman ang 
seksing-seksing si Winnie Cordero ... " 

The humor hits hard because they're also 
being seen on TV 

Welcome to TeleRadyo, the broadcasting 
convergence in which ABS-CBN's top-rating ra- 
dio station, dzMM 630 AM, is also beamed on 
Sky Cable's TV Channel 26. 

"TeleRadyo is carried by regional cable opera- 
tors via satellite nationwide. Soon, it will also 
Бе seen overseas, on The Filipino Channel, 

Ureta, voted Best Variety Program Host for 
Radio in the recent KBP Golden Dove Awards, 
jests: “Nagsuot muna ho ako ng amerikana, may 
photographer kasi, kinukunan kami, taga-IN- 
‘quran pala. Bumili ho kayo ng diyaryo simula 
bukas...” 


Shiningmoment 

The program, "Todo-Todo, Walang Preno” 
(Mondays to Fridays, 10:30 a.m. to 12 nn) isa 
freewheeling variety show that's as entertain- 
ingas its informative. Discussion subjects could 
be as frivolous as what's good to eat on a rainy 
day, oras serious as the role that blood pressure 
plays іл one's health. It has a daily contest in 


Ca 


ppwede nant 
a) 


to панопулае, 


PLDT presented the stunning actress Marian Rivera as the face of the пен PLOT Touch Card 
Special Edition. Presenting Ms. Rivera at the well-attended media launch held in Makati 


‘are беп) Mr. Dan Ibarra, PLDT Retail Business Head and (right) Mr, Eric Alberto, 
PLDI-Serior Vice President Гог Customer Sales and Marketing 


Marian Rivera na talaga fil 

Dahil sa napakaraming 
ipa-load nang pau 
TU 


which a “word for the day” is defined. (Exam- 
ple: What does “malagihay” mean?) 

It sounds interesting enough on radio, but 
looks more dynamic on ТУ as the viewer sees 
how the program hosts interact. 

TeleRadyo started airing only in April this 
year and one of its shining moments occurred 
Justtwo months ago. 

А few minutes after the Glorietta blast on 
Oct. 19, dzMM Radyo Patrol reporters were 
scrambling to get to the site but were caught in 
traffic. 

One of them was told to get out of the ser- 
vice vehicle and take the MRT: Another was ad- 
vised to flag down the first motorcycle rider he 
sees and offer him P200 for a ride to Glorietta. 


Fundamentals 

“In the meantime, imagine that the ENG 
(electronic news gathering) vans of both ABS- 
СВМ and GMA 7 were also stuck in traffic, so 
nauna kami,” says Peter Musngi, head of the 
ABS-CBN Radio and Sports divisions and the 
guy who put Tele-Radyo together. 

“We had been practicing with ЗС cell phone 
video, but it was more of MMS, mga stills. For 
the Glorietta newsbreak, sinubukan din namin 
ang 3G, but we did not know how long [the 
video image] would last at marami kasing im- 
perfections sa cell phone video.” 

Raw footage of the blast, using a 3G, made it 
to “TV Patrol” and ANC. It was shot by Radyo 
Patrol reporter David Oro, who had gone inside 
Glorietta with his phone. 

Musngi says the hazy images were forgiv- 
able since the situation was chaotic, anyway. 
Plus, CNN also relies on cell phone videos and 
photos when correspondents file reports, as in 
the recent Myanmar crisis. 

“It doesn't matter chat you're radio pretend- 
ing to be television. You have to be both; you 
need to have the fundamentals,” Musngi ex- 
plains. “Pag sinabi naming una sa balita, hindi 


‘The 


lang audio ngayon yan ... Its a marriage of ra- 
dio reporting and TV journalism.” 
Concept refined 


Musngi recalls that the idea for TeleRadyo 
started when ABS-CBN chai/CEO Gabby 
Lopez asked if it was possible to put DZMM on 
cable TV He (Musngi) said it was. Lopez speci- 
fied that he wanted something more profes- 
sional than just using a webcam. 

‘The concept was refined after experiencing 
difficulty when the 4 a.m. dzMM news report 
was first simulcast on ANC. Two TV cameras 
ate upa lot of space in the radio booth. So Mus- 
ngi thought of using two special types of cam- 
eras that were just lying around the sta- 
tion—the robotic camera, which is operated 
with a joystick from a remote location and 
doesn't need a cameraman; and the lipstick, so 
called because it looks like a lipstick and very 
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fi A 
sexy, dramatic actress talks about the relaadabiity oF 
PLDT Touch Card and its budget-friendly call rates. 


Sa PLDT Touch Card, 
load ka lang nang load! 


Dinagsa ng mga subscribers ang kanilang 
suking tindahan at mga SmartLoad centers 
para magpa-PLDT Load. 
РЗ per minute lang for МОО calls at 
as low as P per minute naman para за 100 calls. 


e 


Ngayong Pasko, pasiglahin ang bawat pagbati. Gamit ang PLDT Tou 


Huwag itapon ang card. Pwede nang ipa-load ito! 


t p 
WEDE NA MAGPA-LOAD, 
ANG PAULIT-ULIT DITO! 


ch Card, 


i-dial lang ang 10-123 at simulan nang tawagan ang iyong mga mahal sa buhay! 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GALLERIA 


1 НІТМАМ • THX 
180 330 530 730 


| 2MARTIAN CHILD 


Fiche Pres trcbiedittso ide ine. 130 6324011 


6 ENCHANTED 
1250 300 5:10 720 
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3 ELIZABETH: GOLDEN AGE 8 indieSine: 3 DAYS of DARKNESS 
1200 230 500 730 100 300 5:00 
4GAME PLAN 9 BATANES 
105 315 525 735 100 315 530 745 
5 THE GOLDEN COMPASS 10 BEOWULF 
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МАС ЕНОТ КАНА, 
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(GRAND DRAW with 
SAND CONCERT 


January 19, 2008 
Mall of Asia Music Hall 


ERMITA 


1 GRINDHOUSE: DEATH PROOF 
100 320 535 750 1000 


6 ENCHANTED 
1240 255 510 725 940 


2 indieSi 
240 430 


3 DAYS of DARKNESS 
0 830 


7 GAME PLAN 
ZZ Gian 190 330 520 730 эло 


1 MARTIAN CHILD 
1230 250 510 730 1000 


3BEOWULF 1200 210 420 
HITMAN 635 820 1000 


2 ELIZABETH: GOLDEN АСЕ 
1240 300 520 740 1000 


4 HOOD of HORROR 
100 3:10 520 730 940 


3 THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
1230 250 510 730 1000 


5 BATANES 
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METRO EAST 


1 MARTIAN CHILD 5 BEOWULF 
1105 135 405 635 905 100 335 610 900 
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NOVALICHES 


1 PASUKOB 
2 BATANES 


1250 250 450 650 900 


3 HOOD of HORROR 
4 THE GOLDEN COMPASS 


Tia Pei. 847-5376 


PIONEER 


1THE GOLDEN COMPASS З MARTIAN CHILD 
2 ELIZABETH: GOLDEN AGE 4 ENCHANTED 
STA. ROSA EXT NE TL тое зул 
1THE GOLDEN COMPASS 4 THE KINGDOM 
2 BALLS of FURY 2 BALLS of FURY 
З ВАТАМЕЅ 3 THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
4THE KINGDOM 4FRED CLAUS 
5 THE KINGDOM 
DASMARINAS 
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‘Avail the Shang Cineplex E-see Club Giftcards] 


The Perfect Giftcard for the Holiday Season! 
Its a gift your family and friends will surely appreciate. 

Enjoy 10% discount on the E-see club membership fee. 
Limited offer from Nov. 30, 2007 - Jan. 15, 2008 only. 


6th floor, Shangri-La Plaza Mall D 
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My wish list for this show biz world that I grew up in 


MAY WE ALL BREATHE AND LIVE LIKE 
it's Christmas every day, even when thing 
seem bleak. Into every life some rain must 
fall, so that we may all have roses in Decem- 
ber. No matter how chaotic show biz is, I 
still love being here because this is where 
my roots are. Here's my Yuletide wish list 
for the world I grew up in. 

Iwish that: 

~. overexposed TV personalities be given a 
rest. The public deserves a break from seeing. 
too much of them. 

.. celebs would focus on quality work more 
than the quantity of publicity they get. 

... actors would just act and singers would 
Just sing. Why try to be everything, including 
‘what you're not? 

... the network wars wouldn't go overboard 
by being too obsessed with ratings. 

.. producers would stop insulting the intelli 
gence of moviegoers and come up with worth- 
while films. 

... there would be just one award-giving 
body with credibility ike the Oscars). 


Dorty 
Woop 


Dolly Anne 
Carvajal 


.-- we could do away with titles (Queen of 
This, King of That). Everyone is only as good as 
his/her last performance. 

.. TV ratings would not be a barometer of 
Filipino values. 

.. there would be less “gamitan” and more 
“tulungan” in the industry. 

-.. there would be fresher concepts in TV 
shows. The public deserves better than a re- 
hashed version of some US show. 

-.. there would soon be an end to telenovelas, 
sinenovelas and fantaseryes on prime time TV 

. indie films would proliferate. It gives 
hope toa stagnating industry and gives work to 
underrated people. 
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.,. movers and shakers in the industry would 
be followed, not out of fear but out of respect. 

-.. there were some room left for the truth 
amid all the masquerade. 


Recycled idea 

Imus Productions’ ММЕР entry “Resiklo” is 
sure to attract the bagets crowd that is hooked 
on robots and "transformers." 

In the movie, villains transform into monster 
characters clad, not in steel costumes but in 
outfits made of old tires, military components 
and junked machines. They're recycled with an 
imagination good enough for a fashion show. 

Aside from that, it features new generation 
stars like Jennylyn Mercado, Dingdong Dantes, 
ТЈ Trinidad, Michelle Madrigal, Paolo Contis, 
Муепе Dizon, Benjie Рагав, Empress Schuck, 
Bryan and Jolo Revilla, Jairus Aquino, Ella Cruz 
and Samuel. “Resiklo” is one exciting cycle af- 
ter another 


Guess list 

ө Guess who this actress is, who was so 
sweetysweety with a government consul- 
tant/businessman at a trendy bar. Was it just an 
innocent flirtation or will it turn into a danger- 
ous liaison? Wonder if the actress’ paramour 
has any inkling about it— or has he turned a 
blind eye to her indiscretions? Love is blind but 
how long can it play deaf to nasty talk? 

ө The staff of a show where this one hosts a 
segment is really pissed at him. "He makes us 
wait for hours during our taping at his office,” 
one of them laments. "And he doesn't offer us 
even a glass of water” The segment host is ap- 
parently not gracious. 


Drunken housemate 

After Baron Geisler “terrorized” all the girls 
inside the PBB house when he got drunk, his 
ex GF texted a common friend: "Tm not sur- 
prised that he did that. Now the world knows 
what he's really like.” 

In the first place, they shouldn't have let 
Baron touch alcohol since he has a drinking 
problem. Its all right to consume alcohol as 
long ав you don't let it consume you. 


David vs Goliaths 

Could it be true that aside from David 
Bunevaczs alleged embezzlement of Beverly 
Hills 9501 clinics funds, he also got into trou- 
ble with some local government units? Does he 
really get a big cut from the loans he facilitates 
for the LGUs? Looks like David has a lot of Go- 
liaths to face when he comes back from the 
United States. 


E-mail wateringholeshangrila@yahoo.com. 


Cbrisimas — , 
with Shrek 


"SHREK THE HALLS,” A HALF-HOUR 
special that celebrates the joy of the 
holiday season with Shrek and his fam- 
ily, will be featured on Studio 23 to- 
morrow at 9 p.m. 
It features the voices of Mike Myers 
(Shrek), Cameron Diaz (Fiona), 
Eddie Murphy (Donkey) and 
Antonio Banderas (Puss 
in Воот) | 
Also airing оп 
Christmas day are "The 
Santa Claus Brothers" 
at 7:30 p.m. and the 
Christmas episode of "Ugly Вепу” at 
9:30 p.m. 


т Animated film 
Bruce Willis, Steve Carell and Avril 
| Lavigne lend their voices to adorable 
woodland creatures in HBO's “Over 
The Hedge" on Dec. 31 at 1 p.m. 

The animated film features forest ani- 
mals who wake up to find their nacural 
habitat altered and cut off by a tall hedge. 

A raccoon named RJ then hatches a 
plan to lead the starving animals over 
the hedge to gather food from their 
new human neighbors' garbage cans. 


Cheers project 

"The 700 Club Asia" will air its 
Christmas special episodes starting 
tonight until Dec. 28, 11:30 p.m. on Q 
1. 

The show's hosts Kata Inocencio, Fe- 
lichi Pangilinan-Buizon, Coney Reyes, 
Maricel Laxa-Pangilian and Peter 
Kairuz will give gifts to five charitable 
institutions as beneficiaries of Opera- 
tion Blessings Holiday of Hope and 
Cheers Project. 


Pinoy quirks 

Beauty queen-TV host Miriam 
Quiambao and commercial model 
Joaquin Valdes explore the many 
quirks of being Pinoy in GMA 7's late- 
night show “100% Pinoy” every Thurs- 
day after “Saksi.” 


Сиск! 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2007 


PHILIPPINE Г ILY INQUIRER 


METRO MANILA 
Film FesTIvaL 2007 


(молай Entertainment is running this 
ММЕР guide to help moviegoers plan their 
holiday cinema tour. The festival runs from 
tomorrow till Jan. 7, 2008.) 


topher de Leon, Alfred Vargas, 
Paola Contis, Cass Ponti, Paolo Paraiso, 
Joey Smith, Evangeline Pascual, Ina Alegre, 
Leo Martinez, Roy Alvarez 

Directed by Cesar Apolinario 


Two cops—one idealistic (Contis). the other 
corrupt (Vargas)—undergo SWAT training 
with a topnotch but sadistic mentor (De Leon). 
The rookies’ mettle and values are later tested 
when they uncover an assassination plot 
against the visiting Pope. Graded B by the Cin- 
ema Evaluation Board, the suspense-drama 
"sets a new tempo for Pinoy action films," ac- 
cording to а CEB reviewer (see related story 
below). The board also commends debuting 
director Apolinario, a GMA 7 news reporter, for 
his "firm grasp of the material. It's well-re- 
searched and correctly portrays local media." 
The board similarly praises the performances 
of Vargas, Contis, and De Leon. 


а fest entry 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


DIRECTOR CESAR APOLINARIO AND 
producer Ina Alegre of ComGuild worked 
closely with post-production house Optima 
and film lab Opticolors to finish the Metro 
Manila Film Festival entry “Banal.” 

“We followed an integrated approach to 
filmmaking,” said Marc Ambat, chief techni- 
cal officer of Optima Digital (OD) and gen- 
eral manager of Opticolors. 

‘This “integrated approach,” first reported 
in Inquirer Entertainment last April, allows 
independent filmmakers to avail of Opti- 
тпа? post-production and Opticolors print- 
ing facilities. 


Raw state 

“Banal was originally shot with a Pana- 
sonic P2 digital camera," Ambat related. "Al- 
though its considered HDV (high-definition 
video), it's not a high-end digital camera." 

Since it wasn’t shot with a pricier camera, 
OD “took extra care of the images,” Ambat 
said 

"What we did was convert the images to 
HD format,” said Pete Jimenez, OD general 
manager and chief operating officer. 

“We also endeavored to keep the material 
in its raw state,” Ambat noted. 


Film-like 

The movie's film-like quality was 
achieved largely because the Optima team 
had worked closely with the film's director 
of photography Jay Linao. 

“We had several meetings. We conducted 
tests to determine the parameters in light- 
ing certain key scenes—whether interi- 
or/low-light or exterior/daylight." 

‘The action movie, directed by first-time 
filmmaker Gesar Apolinario, also under- 
went “extensive color grading.” 

“The day that the film's rooftop climax 
was shot, it was cloudy" recalled Ambat. 
“The shoot began at 5:30 p.m. But in color- 
grading, the scene's setting was changed 
from dusk to early afternoon.” 

Ambat was present on the set, lending his 
color-grading expertise to the “Banal” team. 
“I advised them on what can or cannot be 
done in the post-prod stage.” 


Computer-generated 
А few computer-generated images were 
thrown in for good measure. 
‘The Opticolor team added a 3-D CG heli- 
copter in the same climactic scene. 
“It was а computer-generated chopper,” 
Jimenez related. “Des Sebastian, the head 
of our 3-D team, went to Villamor Air Base, 
to study the look of a PNP [Philippine Na- 
tional Police] chopper.” 
Since the filmmakers were working on a 


 COLOR-GRADING/ F4 


? D with Trocal 


xo уоште d 


juice goodnesé of 8 freshly squeezed grand m naturally hiis 
Ф 'осзбш atid Pero tal. ttis alsbia 8 
ibid 100% Orange Juice. > "from i 


picanay 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


JOSE JAVIER REYES’ "KASAL, KASALI, 
Kasalo,” a romantic comedy on the highs 
and lows of being newly weds, has bagged 
the biggest number of Luna Awards from 
the Film Academy of the Philippines (FAP) 
this year. 

"Kasal, Kasali, Kasalo” or KKK, produced 
by Star Cinema, snagged’ the Best Picture 
citation from four other nominees—“Inang 
Yaya” (Unitel Productions), "Kaleldo" 
(CenterStage Productions), "Kubrador" 
(MLR Films) and "Sukob" (Star Cinema) 

KKK lead actress Judy Ann Santos beat 
veterans Gina Рагећо CKubrador") and 
Maricel Soriano ("Inang Yaya”) to the Best 
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Actress Award for her performance as Ang- 
ie, Jed's (Ryan Agoncillo) headstrong wife. 
Santos was also nominated for her role as 
the domineering and ambitious Abby in 
“Don’t Give Up On Us.” 


Shared trophy 

Reyes is this year’s Best Director 
awardee, and shared the Best Screenplay 
trophy with Mary Ann Bautista, also for 
KKK. 

Parefio, who plays Angie's mother Chari- 
to, was proclaimed Best Supporting Actress. 

Vito Cajili ran off with the Best Editing 
award for ККК. 

John Lloyd Cruz copped the Best Actor 
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“KASAL, Kasali, Kasalo’ 


Nothing Beats 100% 


Because you always want to give 100% in every task, you'll love Tropicana Gold. 


One pack contains the real juice goodness of 8 freshly squeezed oranges which naturally has zero 


fat and zero cholesterol. It's a good source of Vitemin C, which is an important antioxidant that 


helps support the immune system. In addition, it contains Potassium and һа no Sodium; and diets 
im and low sodium may reduce the risk of high blood pressure. 


thal include food that contain potas: 


and stroke. АН these health benefits come only from Tropicana Gold 100% Orange Juice. 


So when you drink a glass of Tropicana Gold 100%, you're not just drinking juice, you're drinking 


nutrition from nature. 
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ROMY HOMILLADA 


Ema etrtsonens@rngsrercomal 
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PUGAD BABOY 


MASK) LALONG FANE) [AT LEAST RATING 
'МАВА ANG 72 m 
E TAM. ANG BUMABA 


ING КАКА- 


TIGNAN мочако V KANA ANO ANG макола ANG TINGIN NILA E 
MGA ESOY SA ТАТЕ 4 YARI PAG BIGLA SILANG /MABIBILI NILA ANG 


UHAN NILA E NAGKAPERA 2 RESPETO NS TAO PAG / HINDI AKO BASTA- 
NARARARANAS SA V BILI KAGAD мо BLING! EASAG MAIN 
NG PANS. AAPL DAHIL | MAGAGARANG KOTSE! Манэ АЧУ 


SA KULAN NG BALAT 


BABY BLUES 


HT MINAMALMT. 
Күкү 


MAGAGARBONS BANA 


WAGES 
Кд с сланим, 


BY JIM DAVIS 
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јела inva war 


Гая Tepee nome Ёшутмы& 
Wette. | ШОТА О ТШ 
теи Beusan | _ СОМЕ бо SOMMO 


“SLEEP ON 
CHRISTIANS EVE! 


LOVEKNOTS 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
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Act oF NAduRe. 


| FoR You Atomo 
Чоу A Rock. Like OUR | Here's A FRUITCAKE. 
FRIENDSHIP, it CAN Be | Like OUR FRIENDSHIP, 
it Gets Better 
Witt Абе. 


Y T's боор to Know Y 
we'Re GReAt Witt 
SYMBOLIC безїоЁе$. 


But Honestly, I'D 
Rather HAVE 
ReAL GiFtS. 


ЈАЈА, RAKAPATII KA RA 
FANG CHRISTMAS GIFTS’ 


Нали": [НОТА NGA, 
ANG DAM KASING ‘re 


SWAG NA LANG TAyORS MAG- у Тао NG ATING MGR. 


EXCHANGE GIFTS THIS CHRL CHRISTMAS 
у бым е ICT aD 
io БА Z Uelen? anc sh 
Caner isa 
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аа 
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BY MANIX ABRERA 
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"GUIDANCE. 21 еме 


GRANMA TOLD YOU 
THESE WERE FOR 
CHRISIAUS 


| NICHOLAS! 


ACROSS р 
1 Contrary 


current E 


5 Spanking blows. 

10 Time-out 
period 

14 Sole 

15 "Тһе Мету. ГГ 
Waltz" 


16 Related (to) 
17 Get rich at 


X. others' expense 


"20 March middle Y 


22 Nevertheless ШЙ 
26 Flashing lights. 


30 Expunges g 
31 Social service. 


studies 
32 Tableland 
33 Church 

regulations NUN 
34 Not во! 


35 Keyboarding [= 
maneuver. 


39 Ballpark fig. 


41 Spurs on 


42 Lend support Ву Diane ©. Baldwin 
45 Canadian fuzz Columbia, MD 


47 Spain's. 
peninsula. 9 Custard-apple 
49 Presses to variety 
commit perjury 10 Pushed toward 
50 Escorts to jail ‘empty 
51 Caesar's seven 11. oul (barely 
52 Nastase of make do) 
tennis 12 Sibling 
53 Embrace Ме nickname 
61 Workbench 13 Blast letters 
implement 18 Queen bee's 
62 Be wild about residence 


63 Anthracite, eg. 19 Cool and caim 


64 Evergreen 22 Haws partner. 
shrubs 23 Mine deposit 
65 Inroad 24 Kitchen fixture 
beginnings 25 Jacob's twin 
66 All nerves 26 Beach tracts 
27 Around the 
DOWN bend 
1 Santa's helper 28 Period 
2 Name огап 28 Clouds milieu 
unknown 31 Bamboo stems 
3 Genetic letters 33 Zoo structures 
4 Stil 36 Beaver-like 
5 Stockholm. rodent 
populace 37 West Indies 
6 Electrician, at island 
times зв Hillerman's 
7 Small ruckuses detective 


8 Freight weight 39 Emma's twins? 
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46 Fictional books 
47 Garden blooms 


58 Porker's pad 


54 "Annabel Loo" 


poet 
55 Donnybrook 
56 Lyric poem 
57 Chil 


58 Go-ahead sign 
58 Comic routine. 
60 Slightly shitty 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have a vivid imagination and strong psychic 
powers. You rea visionary. You're hardworking and organized, and many 
Of you have special technical skis, Sometimes your complicated 
lifestyle is trying for relationships. You constantly strive to become a bet- 
ter person. The year ahead is exciting because i's the beginning of a new 


cycle for you. Open any door! 


Birthdate of: Ricky Martin, singer/humanitarian; Mary Higgins Clark, au- 


thor; Ryan Seacrest, personality 


ARIES (March 21 to 

( April 19): Definitely 
avoid disputes ог 
uments wih p 


ents, teachers, boss 
es and authority fipures today. 
This includes the police. Everyone 
is ooking fora fight, 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Don't get in- 
volved in religious or 
political arguments 
today. Avoid argu- 

ments with professors if you're at 

school. Racial tensions can cause 
problems today. Be cool. Be pa- 
tient 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Disputes 
about shared proper- 
уу. or who owns what, 


‘or who is responsible for what, ar 
Ike today. Avoid these at al 
costs, They wil accomplish noth- 


Ing. 
CANCER (June 21 to 
uly 22): Even close 
nends and loved 
‘ones are touchy to- 


day. People easily feel personally 
attacked, even if this is not the 
‘case, Be very careful with ай your 
‘comments. Don't react to others. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You have lots of 
energy to work hard 
today; however, you 


‘might be too bossy or pushy. 
Don't be demanding. And don't let 
others push you around, ether. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Зер. 22): Be gentle 

HN EU 
with children today. 


However, romantic 
partners could be in trouble. Avoid 
arguments if you сап, Fortunately, 
this tension wili pass quickly 


CAPRICORN (Dez, 22 
A) Seu то л Difficulty Level Ж 
and ifs opposed by 
fiery Mars he planet 
of war and aggression: Thats why 
everyone is in your face and peo- HOW TO PLAY Answer to previous puzzle 
passin doe ey SUDOKU БЗВ 
AQUARIUS (Jan.20'0 Fili the grid so that every SEERA H 
тариа; Мой ате column, every row and every 1:5[4 6 | 
you can “today. Ih i 
hara out nere minout your owel. $3 BOX contains the digits 73928 | 
Others аге too quick to argue. 110 58.619 4 H 
(Yikes!) Tips and program at ra H 
PISCES (Feb. 19 to www.sudoku.com ae H 
e ch 20) Friends oF 157/82 | 
group members might. i 
Sppose your Ws 4-981671 | 
кү Жы з 6217 9 Е 
thing. This В Just par for Ше per а 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
Oct. 22): In order to 
keep ihe peace at 
home, you'll have to 


practice patience and 
tolerance. Don't expect 100 much 
ої others. Try to stay out of trou- 
bie 


SCORPIO (Oct, 23 to 
Nov. 21); This is defi 
теу ап acci 


dent-prone day, both 
verbally and physically. People are 
impulsive, rash and aggressive. 
"Who needs this? Not you. 


SAGITTARIUS. (Nov. 
22 to Dee. 21): Don't 
о head to head with 
У someone over money 


issues or deb it 
won't be а pretty picture. If you 
want to resolve something, walt 
‘nti ater in the week. 


course today. Don't take it person- 
ally, Later in the week, you wil 
Probably get your way. 


ИТҮ, YINQUIRER: 


TONER аз ENTERTAINMENT 
Young stars rule 


THEY MAY BE ONLY IN character provide the ——————————— ју "wild" for the ingenue 
their tweens or teens, movie with its central Jead character 
but young stars rule ће point of view, but she al- VIEWFINDER Tor his part, director 
roost in Hollywood this so figured in many of its Chris Weitz says she 
season. key sequences, acting chose Richards simply 
Among the mostpop- with Nicole Kidman, because "she lit up the 
ular and/or top-grossing among other big stars. sereen more than any of 
young luminaries are How did the teen comer the other girls." Review- 
Dakota Fanning, Zack get to beso lucky? ers generally agree, typi- 
Efron, Vanessa Hud- First things first: She fying her performance in 
gens, Miley Cyrus, Nik. was named Dakota Blue theater school. Still, no the movie as “enchant- 
ki Blonsky and Daniel because her mother major break came her ing." 
Radcliffe. wanted a mix ofa place- way until "The Golden Similarly impressed, 
Also clearly on her way пате and a color. No, Compass" auditioned producers have already 
to bigtime stardom is “Illinois Pink” didn’t over 10,000 girls for the cast her in a follow-up 
complete newcomer quite cut it. So, Dakota role of — Lyre—and' film, "Thé Secret of 
Dakota Blue Richards, Blue it was—with no in- Richards won. Moonacre,” which wil 
"who clinched the plum tended incursion into _ Sheattributeshersuc- beshownnextyear 
role ofLyra Belacquzinthe Dakota Fanning’s territo- cess at the audition to T 


spectacular, though con- ry her mother, who told her Petite charmer 
troversial fantasy film, 1а any case, Richards not to brush her hair be- Ајо ‘flying high this 
“The Golden Compass” was so smitten with асе fore her audition so she year is Ellen Page, a pe- 


Not only did Richards’ ing that she studied іла would look appropriate- . tite charmer who's just 


been nominated as best 
actress by the Golden 
Globes for her edgy рог- 
trayal of the title charac- 
ter in the “sleeper” hit 
"Juno." 

Unlike Richards, Page 
may be young, but she's 
been around for quite a 
while. She wanted to 
start acting at an early 

YOUNGIF4 


fileless filas 
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' Marian Shaina’ Yasmien . 


Rivera Magdayao Kurdi 


dii a 
Bal NAY HUDO 


A Pinoy Mano Po! 


< Joel C. Lamangan, dgp! ^ 
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(3 


POWER PLANT 


CIN M A 


center kan тен РО) 
пппавининининаниниан 


ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN 
GOLDEN AGE MARTIAN CHILD COMPASS 
P613 G PG13 
1:00,3:30,6:00,8:30 12:50,3:10,5:30 12:10,2:40,5:10 


ELIZABETH: 


THE KINGDOM DEATH PROOF Gi 
R13 R13 ку 
12:50,3:15,540. 1:30,3:40,5:50 12:30,3:00,5:30 


MOVIES 8 SCHEDULES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


Are you Prepared to 
EXPERIENCE the 


Bears of darkness 


exclusive at 

Robinsons Movieworld indieSine 

GALLERIA • ERMITA • BACOLO! 
DECEMBER 12 to 24, 2007 


MTRCB Rating: R18 


РЕ Слано 


EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE 


ELIZABETH 


4:05 | 3:55 [6:45 | 2:30 | 4:50] 7:10. 12801510 _ | 1:1514:00 | 6:45 | GOLDEN COMPASS 
| 


MARTIAN CHILD | DEATH PROOF | GOLDEN COMPASS 3:20 


BATANES PASUKOB 

p ONEMORECHANCE — THE KINGDOM ‘3001720 | ENCHANTED 
CATACOMB |1245]340]635] 12:10 14:50 BEOWULF | 1:451 4:20 16:55 
S 2251795 
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12451616 


JANUARY 18 TO 27, 2008 


во TO WWWDISNETONICE-ASIA COR PH 


For reservations call REC 


MERGE p C5 025225. | ALL AGES ADMITTED 
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OFFICIAL ENTRY TO THE METRO MANILA FILM FESTIVAL 2007 


JINGGOY ESTRADA and LORNA TOLENTINO 
BAYANI AGBAYANI видено POMINGO ARRON VILLARLOR à Jurian BSTIATA 
SHAINA MAGDAYAO RAYVER CRUZ 


OrEns JANUARY T 


COMGUILD Production Co 
OFFICIAL ENTRY ТӨ THE 2007 METR@ MANILA FILM FESTIVAL 
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PAOLOCONTIS ALFRED VARGAS 


NA ALEGRE. JOEY ТЕРЕ SMITA TEN MEDIN 


THE COUNTRY'S FAB FOUR 
IN ONE FABULOUS COMEDY! 


RUFFA GUTIERREZ RUFA MAE QUINTO 


WENDELL RAMOS 


Tex DESPERADAS о 209 


Film academy proclaims . 


ZACALZADO MARIAN RIVERA | 


DESPE* 


all they need їз love... 
and can these men give love? 


JayR — TTRINIDAD — Introducing WILL DEVAUGHN | 


дара АЦА in Зайн анин SLOT билу сва мала биза оа - d 


Directed by Joel C. Lamangan, борї 
Й Kisses & Co i Те | 


ww rogaloliadi.nt/dosperades 
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MALL TOURS 
December 29 - Regal Extravaganza; Glorietta Activity Center, 5 PM 
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From page FI 
award for the Joyce Bernal and 
Don Cuarésma romantic film 
“All About Love.” Cruz compet- 
ed with Robert Arevalo 
Barcelona”), Eddie Garcia (“I 
Wanna Be Happy"), Sid Lucero 
("Donsol" and Rustom Padilla 
(Zsa Zsa Zaturnnah”) for the 
coveted award. 

‘This year’s winner of the Best 
Supporting Actor award is 
Johnny Delgado, for his role as 
the serial killer in Cesar Mon- 
tano's psychological thriller, 
“Ligalig.” 

Jay Linao and Chito Sumera 
were awarded Best Cinematog- 
rapher and Best Production De- 
signer, respectively, for their 
work on the Mark Reyes roman- 
tic film, "Eternity" 

The Best Music Score award 
went to Vincent de Jesus for the 
Joel Lamangan comedy flick 
“Zaturnnah,” while the Best 


Sound award was given to Ang- 
ie Reyes for Mark Reyes’ "Till 1 
Met You.” 


Dec, 1 -о 


Shop & Dine ai Eastwood City or Paseo Cente 
and get a chance to win one of the 
four travel packages to GUAM, USA! 


erue {2 авео nter. 


Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 


ланса адно Cay Events Promos aré, 
Берерде Е 
ъй Gane узш E ылри кашты 


687-6963 


руту тутутут 


ag GUARANTEED SEATS 


E. Rodriguez J. Ave. (C-5) Quezon City 


Breaking tradition, the FAP 
decided to announce the win- 
ners before holding its awards 
ceremony, set Thursday, Рес. 
27, at the Club Filipino in San 
Juan City. 


Lack of funds 

In a phone interview on Sat- 
urday, FAP director general Leo 
Martinez told INoumzm Enter- 
tainment that lack of funds had 
resulted in the cancellation of 
the annual Luna Awards show. 
Instead of а lavish ceremony, 
Martinez said, the FAP decided 
to host a simple dinner for the 
awardees. 

Special awards will be given 
to Rudy Fernandez and Celso 
Ad. Castillo (The Fernando Poe 
Jr Lifetime ^ Achievement 
Award), Charo Santos-Concio 
and Wilson Tieng (Manuel de 
Leon Award). 

Recipients of the Lamberto 
Avellana Memorial (Posthu- 
mous) Awards are Manuel 
Conde and Vic Silayan. 
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ACTRESS Eva Mendes poses in Los 
Angeles with PETA's new holiday ad 
campaign material titled “Fur? l'd 
Rather Go Naked" in which she is 


Ен 


Young stars. 


From page F3 


Boys,” 
sis"—but things really started heating up 
for the young comer when she did the film 
“Hand Candy” in 2005, followed by "X- 
Men: The Last Stand” in 2006 (she played 
Kitty Pryde). 


featured, 


палаз 


age, so she enrolled in the Neptune Theater 
School. Her first appearance was in the TV 
show, “Pit Pony,” where she did so well that 
she received a Young Artist and Gemini 
nomination for best performance. 


| "Trailer Park 
"ReGene- 


Other TV shows followed- 
"Going for Broke," 


The 2007 film season saw Page come into 


her own as a young star with "Ап American 
Crime,” “The Tracey Fragments,” “The 
Stone Angel” and "Juno." 
one year? That impressive. 


Four movies in 


2008 should turn out to be a banner year 


for Ellen Page: She has two new movies in 
production with 2008 release dates: “Light- 
house" and “Jack and Diane.” Clearly, her 
stellar career arc is stratosphere-bound. 


FEAR IS COMING TO TOWN И 


THIS CHRISTMAS 


PAUL. DN 


From page Fl 


limited budget, they 
couldn't blow up а 
real Honda СКУ 
1996, as required by 
the script. 

"The production 
design department 
Was very coopera- 
tive in looking for а 
car model thar's also 
available іп the 
archives of comput- 
er-generated — im- 
ages," Ambat noted. 

"Actually, we had 
to buy that image 
from the United 
States," Jimenez re- 
called. 

"It took us a week 
to accomplish said 
effect," Ambat said. 

“But if we had to 
start from scratch, it 
would've been hard- 
er creating every de- 
tail," Jimenez said. 


Ultimate system 

For next year's fes- 
tival, Optima ac- 
quired Resolve from 
the US firm Da Vinci. 

“Resolve is 
dubbed the ultimate 
color-grading ѕуз- 
tem,” said Ambat. 
"Its non-linear, and 
allows a specialist to 
work on high-reso- 
ution film with the 
efficiency and tools 
of digital.” 

In Southeast Asia, 
Resolve can only be 
found in Thailand, 
Singapore and the 
Philippines. 

Asserted Jimenez: 
“This strengthens 
our position as a 
post-production 
house. We can work 
on two to three 
movies, plus our 
usual — advertising 
load, at the same 
time." 


